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Endangered Asian Species Trust Trustees Report 

February 2022 to February 2023

The Endangered Asian Species Trust works to help stop the illegal trade in primates, with a specific 
focus on South Vietnam. In South Vietnam the Dao Tien Endangered Primate Species Centre founded 
in 2008 continues to work in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development of 
Vietnam in the rescue, rehabilitation and release of endangered primates, naturally occurring in South 
Vietnam.   Running alongside the animal welfare is a strong education awareness program; working 
in schools, local communities and internationally.  

Activities: 

1. Endangered Primate RESCUE

Dao Tien receives endangered primates confiscated by Vietnamese Government authorities, enforcing 
national and international law. In this last year Dao Tien rescued three douc langur (Pygathrix 
nigripes), two silvered langur and 10 pygmy slow loris (Xanthonycticebus pygmaeus) from the illegal 
wildlife trade.  

1.1 Pygathrix: Of the two black-shanked douc infants rescued, only one survived (figure 1 & 2).
Black-shanked douc are hunted for meat and traditional medicine in Vietnam, with infants 
opportunistically entering the illegal pet trade. Sadly with such specialist guts being fed the wrong 
diet, such as sugared milk; few infants survive if not transferred rapidly before the gut is damaged. 

Figure 1. Orphan black-shanked douc.           Figure 2.Phoung, head of critical care with Quy 
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(a). Dao Tien had identified the need for specialist infant douc facilities, taking into 
consideration specialist needs. This was delayed in 2021/22 due to COVID and immigration 
legislation changes  this is now planned October 2023 (figure 3).

(b). After the workshop last year the rapid transfer of douc has still been poor, and douc are 
still being sent to the nearest centre instead of a specialist centre, with fatal results. A follow 
up workshop is planned November 2023 with a tour of the new facilities on Dao Tien. In 
addition specialist posters for douc ecology and critical care will be handed out to all 
provinces in the South of Vietnam 

(c). Issue of law enforcement with ethnic minority groups has become apparent, the 
authorities appear weak in enforcing the law with these groups.   We are hoping that the 
workshop in Nov will start to address this and improve protocols. 

Figure 3. Specialist infant douc and langur facility 

1.2 Xanthonycticebus & Nycticebus: Pygmy and Slow loris rescue has been continuous since 2008 
(figure 4). Thirty five percent have arrived malnourished with minor injuries (figure 5). Specialist 
emergency care and rehabilitation on arrival has now been established for this species and is being 
published.  
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Figure 4. Annual number of confiscated pygmy loris. 

Figure 5. Rescued pygmy loris, underweight 

Identified issues: 

(a). A major area of concern is the number of pygmy loris rescues from plantation forest.  
This is now a natural habitat of pygmy loris that is shared with humans.  Greater awareness is 
needed on living alongside pygmy loris, and that they do not need to be removed from this 
landscape.  
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(d). More specialised information on captive care is needed for Bengal slow loris (Nycticebus 
bengalensis) and genetics clarification. 

1.3 Trachypithecus: Two silvered male langurs were rescued from 
Danang City. A sick infant and an adolescent (figure 6). Both 
responded well to the transition to a leaf diet and passed health 
checks. Both were genetically confirmed as T.germaini, naturally 
found in the Mekong delta in Vietnam (not CTNP).

Figure 6. Infant silvered 
langur kept as a pet in 
Danang 

Identified issues: 

(a). Genetic confirmation of juveniles.  Could not be done on morphology alone. 

2. Endangered Primate REHABILITATION

The rehabilitation of endangered primates is always in constant development and improvement 
(husbandry techniques, using new data gathered from wild observations and post-release individuals). 

2.1 Nomascus: We care for 38 rescued gibbons from the illegal trade, at different stages of
rehabilitation (quarantine to release). Maintaining and improving the standard of welfare for non-
releasable gibbons and improving our phase two rehabilitation process before release. Firstly 
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Figure 7: Gibbon cage maintenance  

Additionally forested enclosures require constant maintenance to cut back bamboo and trees to ensure 
the fence line is safe for the primates (figure 9).

Figure 8:  Behavioural enrichment     Figure 9: Gibbon fence line maintenance of forested enclosures. 
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Identified issues:

(a). Gibbons being apes humanise easily, and develop stereotypic behaviours from living in 
small cages, as opposed to 40 ha of home range in the forest.  The continual renewal of cage 
infrastructure and daily enrichment is vital to maintain physical and mental ability of 
rehabilitating gibbons.  

(b).Some gibbons are not fit for release due to disease or are too dangerous. Exit strategies to 
government approved centre in Vietnam with high welfare, have been found for 4 non-
releasable gibbons. Planned transfer 2023. 

(c). Dao Tien is still overcapacity for gibbons and cannot rescue at this time. 

2.2 Xanthonycticebus & Nycticebus: continued rehabilitation and preparation for release. With 
established rescue and rehabilitation protocols, the rehabilitation process takes on average only 4 
weeks for pygmy loris.  

Identified issues:

(a). Although Dao Tien does not try to breed rescued primates; some breeding does occur 
while primates wait for release. On DTEPSC we had two Bengal slow loris births (Nycticebus 
bengalensis). A slow loris species that is data deficient and struggles to breed in captivity 
(figure 10).  With origin established as not Vietnamese, no releases are planned.  

Figure 10. Bengal slow loris (Nycticebus bengalensis) pair and captive born infant. 
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2.3 Pygathrix:  Work has been done on health screening specific to douc (figure 11) and extra 
nutrition needed for transition from juvenile to adolescent animals.  This stage also includes the 
separation from the hand rearing team and semi-independent living in a forested enclosure pre-release 
(figure 12). As douc are able to leap long distances to keep them in forested enclosures has been 
challenging. They are willing to go to the ground to go under the fences in addition to making fearless 
leaps from trees onto open ground. To develop a way to keep them in a forested enclosure trees were 
cut but also the baseline of a gibbon enclosure was strengthened to stop the douc coming to the 
ground. Sheet metal was dug into the fence line, providing an impenetrable barrier for the douc 
(figure 13 & 14) 

Figure 11. Douc health check. Figure 12. Hand reared douc living in forested enclosure 

Figure 13: new douc fence line.   Figure 14. Dao Tien team who fitted the metal sheet on to the fence 
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Identified issues:

(a). The rehabilitation of douc (especially black-shanked) is challenging.  The rehabilitation 
and release of hand-reared douc has not been attempted before. But based on our assessment 
of our douc so far we believe it is possible.  

(b) Appropriate medicine is difficult to find in country. Douc being sensitive only respond
well to certain medicines, these are hard to find in Vietnam.

2.4 Trachypithecus: Silvered langurs require 50% leaf, thus wild leaf are collected from the forest 
daily. This has improved the condition of both silvered langurs, both passing their health checks 
(figure 15).  

Figure 15. Juvenile silvered langur with leaf 
breakfast 

Identified issues:

(a). Collecting sufficient leaf for langurs is challenging. Luckily collection is possible in the 
main forest of Cat Tien. 

(b). Silvered langur releases have not yet been attempted in Vietnam. 

.
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3. Endangered Primate RELEASE

3.1. Xanthonycticebus & Nycticebus: Managed release of 10 pygmy slow loris from the illegal pet 
trade. This has allowed Dao Tien to reach the point of a successful flow from rescue and release.   

Identified issues: 

(a). Reintroduction protocols are not being followed for pygmy loris in country by other 
centres. Facebook shows how many centres simply release rescued pygmy loris quickly back 
into the forest. We hope the publication of our paper will help address this matter in Vietnam. 
In addition to onsite training courses on Dao Tien for Vietnamese Nationals from other 
centres. 

(b). Pygmy loris now belong now to a new genus (Xanthonycticebus), with a northern and 
southern species in Vietnam. Greater care needs to be taken now to ensure the species pre-
release.  Hair samples are gathered now for every pygmy loris to establish origin species and 
also indicate possible changes in the pattern of the illegal trade.   Previously all pygmy loris 
rescued by Dao Tien have been the southern species. 

(c).Not able to release Bengal slow loris. The genetics data on Bengal slow loris is not yet 
available to clarify origin for individuals we receive, and thus where they should be released 
(Vietnam, Cambodia or Thailand). We hope with continued collaboration with Professor 
Anna Nekaris and Christian Roos this will be achieved 2024.

3.2 Nomascus gabriellae:  Dao Tien is on track for gabriellae releases third quarter of 2024.

Identified issues: 

(a) Community
Engagement work near the
release site ongoing.
Working with local ethnic
minority families and
English tuition for children
(figure 16).

(b) Testing of new cable
that will link the antennae
raised to 15 m height,
connected to the receiver on
the ground.  If successful
this will allow successful
telemetry post-release
tracking in the flat release
site.

. Figure 16. English tuition with Cha ma children
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3.3 Pygathrix:  Black-shanked douc releases are planned 2023/24 in CTNP, based on mapping using 
thermal images of existing douc in a low density area.  

Identified issues: 

(a). Single male douc releases have never been done before. Single males or bands of males 
are life strategies for wild douc. Can we release a single male douc to survive this system? 

(b). Based on results of single male will influence the release of hand reared male and female 
douc. 

(c) Fitting telemetry collars on douc for the first time.

3.4 Trachypithecus: at this stage no release schedule has been outlined. The results from douc male 
releases will influence planning. 

Identified issues: 

(a). Identifying protected forest for release

(b). Greater understanding of male silvered langur releases and post-release survival. 

4. Endangered Primate RESEARCH

Dao Tien carries out constant research on nutrition, captive behaviour, with onsite capacities 
increased with post-mortem sample collection to ensure as much data is gathered at all times.  

Identified issue: Due to COVID and the inability for research students to visit onsite, Vietnamese or 
International research has been limited.  International experts such as our Veterinary support team 
have also been unable to travel to Vietnam, forcing EAST to find solutions within country.  This has 
triggered greater collaboration within Vietnam with specialists, such as wildlife veterinarians.  Our 
first International students are due to return March 2023.  

5. Captive Breeding.

Dao Tien does not actively seek to breed individuals, and carries out an ongoing program of 
contraception with the small apes.   Breeding is only permitted in individuals in the final stages of pre-
release or Bengal slow loris. 

6. Construction: with COVID restrictions and ensuring safety of our primates, no major construction
has taken place, just ongoing repairs.

Identified issues: New douc facility plans ready for building. 

7. Education: On site education awareness tours and community outreach suspended due to COVID
will re-start April 2023.  EAST has created bilingual multiplication sheets with primate ecological
knowledge on for local children and Dao Tien calendars for families in the local buffer zone of Cat
Tien.
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Identified issues:

(a). Managing educational tours with primate welfare. To manage this when tours re-start they 
will just be in the morning.  Allowing staff in the afternoon to gather extra leaf for langurs. 

8. Collaboration and sharing of information: Collaboration from Government down to local
communities is key, especially between provinces in South Vietnam.

EAST staff have attended the 8th Asian Primate Symposium presenting posters on pygmy loris and 
douc management (figure 17) and a presentation on pygmy loris rehabilitation (figure 18). 

Figure 19. Nguyen Thi Phoung presenting.  Figure 18. Dr Marina Kenyon presenting 
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Dao Tien were invited to provide expert advice to the Vietnam primate specialist group meeting in 
Hanoi and the present gibbon, douc and pygmy loris data at the Vietnam Zoo Association Meeting in 
Phu Quoc. 

9. Capacity Building: Nguyen Thi Phoung was supported to write up her data from managing critical
care of douc and pygmy loris on Dao Tien.

Identified issues:

(a) Until permanent onsite International managers reinstated onsite, capacity building has
been limited. 

How achievement of aims will further mission. 

(a) In conclusion with increased collection of specialist knowledge and improved cooperation
between provinces in South Vietnam, the wildlife rescue network within South Vietnam will
become strong.

(b) From detailed post-release monitoring p anned for gibbon and douc releases, this will 
provide valuable data to support successful reintroduction and long-term conservation of 
these Critically Endangered Species.  
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