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Overview 
This year we struggled through a very difficult period. Finances were very tight, 

management capacity was still reduced, and the commissioned work in Oldfield Brow 

came to an end. 

These issues though drove us to focus our resources on the things that brought most 

benefit to our communities, concentrating on what we do best. We also gave time to a 

major review of how we used the Newstead Centre and its future. Below is an update 

of all our work this year.  

The year also finished with a very generous donation of £28k from one of our longest 

supporters that helped us finish the year with a much improved financial position.  

Our Community Cafe on Broomwood  

The café, now in its 16th year, continues to be a popular location for the Broomwood 

Community. 

This year, thanks to the generosity of our supporters, we were able to invest over £12k 

in the café which paid for a refit in April 2024. The café was then relaunched with a 

new look, new menu and new opening hours. This resulted in a 30% increase in 

turnover which has helped secure its future. 

However, it does mean that we are on track for passing the VAT threshold and will 

need to register for VAT. The registration is planned to start on 1st April 2025. 

Lydia and her team continue to manage the café in a highly professional manner as 

evidenced by the fact we have the highest food hygiene rating from the Foods 

Standards Agency. Our thanks go to them for their hard work and commitment. 

The cafe is also used every Thursday to deliver the Broomwood Community Grocery 

and is also a distribution point for Food Bank Vouchers. 



We also launched a weekly after School ‘Youth Café’ on a Tuesday which has become 

very popular. We offer £1 meals to children & Young People and provides games and 

craft activities for them to enjoy. 

The café also continues to serve the £1 meals during each school holiday to 

Broomwood children and Young People. In the last twelve months we have provided 

over 2500 meals in this way. 

       

      

The G-Force Centre 

The Centre is currently used as a resource centre for G-Force. 

The final steps needed to complete the new commercial kitchen are now underway 

and it should be finished in June 2025. 

The plan in the next 12 months is to upgrade the Centre and then rent out the spare 

rooms to create extra income for the Charity. 

The lease with South Trafford Food Bank is coming to an end in November 2025 so we 

are in the process of negotiating a new 5 year. 

The centre is our major capital asset and we are hopeful that it will produce an income 

to secure our future.  



Our Partnerships and strategic work 

Paul no longer Chairs any of the 3 local Partnerships we were involved in, but we can 

be  proud of the many years of commitment and outcomes that came about. 

The Broadheath Partnership continues to meet and the Broomwood community has 

another Partnership that is massively successful.  

We are hopeful too that the legacy of the work done with the third (in Oldfield Brow) 

will still reap benefits for the community in the not too distant future. 

Hot meals for the homeless in Manchester 

Hazel is planning to start producing meals again in the summer 2025 as soon as the 

kitchen is finished. 

Free school holiday meals for children & 

Young People 

We couldn’t continue to offer free lunches from the café 

as funding had finished. 

In its place we now offer £1 meals during School holidays 

to Broomwoods children & Young people and this year I 

am please to report that over 2500 meals having been 

provided on that basis. 
 

The Community Groceries in Oldfield 

Brow & Broomwood 

Both Community Grocery continue to develop well and this 

year and between them they attract close to 100 attendees 

each week. Our thanks go to the many organisations 

supporting this initiative. This included Tesco, Sainsburys, 

Marks & Spencer, Cook, Fareshare, Nisa and many others 

organisations and private individuals too. As well as 

covering our costs some of the income raised is also used to 

purchase extra produce not normally donated, so that we 

can continue to offer a great range of wholesome, heathy, 

and fresh food.  



This project is supported by a number of volunteers who come along each week to 

help set up the groceries, serve customers and then pack everything away. Our thanks 

go to them for their dedication to this important project. 

Every week we purchased close to 250kg of food from Fareshare and this constituted 

around 60% of our food offerings each week with the remaining food either being 

donated or being purchased wholesale through G-Force funds. 

Through these two community Groceries we estimate that this year we have 

distributed food with a normal retail value of over £150k whilst bringing in an income 

to GForce of £31k.  

Mission Christmas 

Our thanks go to Key103 again this year, who through their project ‘Mission Christmas’  

provide the toys to make this happen. This year we distributed toys to over 60 families 

to help towards their Christmas. We have been working with Key103 for over 15 years 

now and are very much in their debt. 

The Christmas Giant Gingerbread creations 

This year over 1200 gingerbread creations were sent into two schools: Broomwood 

and Broadheath. Our thanks go to all the volunteers who helped put the packs 

together; we just couldn’t have done it without you.  

This is one activity that creates lovely memories and is a G-Force tradition dating back 

over 20 years. Many adults, who did this as children, still talk about and look back on it 

with affection. 

Free trip to Altrincham Garrick Panto 

Our thanks go to the Garrick Theatre for donating over 50 tickets this year. We 

distributed them to local families and the reports we had were that they all had a truly 

magical night. We used some of our funds to buy each attendee an ice cream tub at 

the intermission. 

Environmental Work 

Our thanks go to the Co-op and Farrat Isolevel Teams that worked in the Broomwood 

woods clearing and tidying and laying woodchip paths. They made the area looked 

cared for and more welcoming and accessible for all.  

They also helped at the G-Force Centre cleaning and tidying and decorating the centre. 

Their help was invaluable as the Centre desperately needed some TLC. As we are only 

a small team this much needed work just wouldn’t have happened without their help. 



Volunteering in G-Force 

This year we had over 60 volunteers at G-Force and between them they did over 2000 

volunteer hours. We also supported a number of children who also volunteered with 

us to fulfil the community element of the Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme. 

We are in debt to each and every one and we say to them that G-Force wouldn’t have 

been able to deliver what we did this year without their help. Our heartfelt thanks go 

to every single person involved. 

Our supporters this year include:- 

Zochonis Charitable Trust, Farrat Isolevel, Sale Mayoral Fund, Quarry Bank Pub in 

Timperley, Farrat Isolevel Ltd, Oglesby Charitable Trust, The Church in the Brow, Co-op, 

Fairshare, Cook in Wilmslow, Aldi in Broadheath, Nisa in Oldfield Brow, South Trafford 

Food Bank, Marks & Spencer in Altrincham, Sainsburys in Timperley and Altrincham, 

Trafford Council, Truck Care, Tesco at Altrincham, Baguley and Broomwood, Heyes 

Lane School, Broadheath and Oldfield Brow Schools for their Harvest festival donation.  

Our thanks also go to all those individuals who made donations (large and small) to 

help our work. We appreciate and value your support. 

The Trustees during this period were as follows: 

Mark Peter Ashcroft (appointed 11-1-21), Jacqueline Ann Marsh (appointed 11-1-21), 

Barbara Taylor (appointed 11-1-21) and Wendy Ashcroft (appointed 11-1-21). 

We confirm that all the work done during this period was in line the aims and 

objectives detailed in our constitution adopted on 19th June 2005, and that G-Force is 

an unincorporated Association. 

There are currently no formal policies and procedures for the induction and training of 

Trustees. 
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