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Overview 
This year was touched by great sadness as Tina Huxley, 

one of the founder members of G-Force, passed away in 

August 2023. In many ways Tina was the beating heart of 

the charity and the impact she had on G-Force, and all 

who met her, was immense.  

Over 350 people attended Tinas funeral, and the family 

asked that donations in memory of Tina be gifted to G-

Force. We are proud to say that we received nearly £7k. 

This loss, along with other illnesses and deaths both 

within the Management team, their close families and 

friends, and the Board of Trustees, meant that G-Force’s 

capacity was much reduced during this period.  

Because of this we decided that we should focus our 

diminished resources on the projects that had the most impact. The report below 

evidence’s that work and the resulting outcomes. 

Community Cafe on Broomwood  

The café has become a mainstay within the Broomwood Community as well as being 

the flagship for G-Force. It continues to be as popular as ever and is professionally 

managed by Lydia and the team. The café has a reputation for serving delicious food 

and has the highest food hygiene rating from the Foods Standards Agency.  

The cafe is also used for the Broomwood Community Grocery and is a distribution 

point for Food Bank Vouchers. 

One threat hanging over the café is that it has been skirting very close the VAT 

threshold for some time. So the challenge we faced was to either stay below the 



threshold (which actually meant managing the cafes decline) or face the challenge 

head on. We decided on the latter and put together a plan to increase the turnover to 

a point where we could both register for VAT and afford to pay it as well. These plans 

include refitting the café, renewing and extending the drinks and food menu and 

increasing the opening hours. We have managed to secure the necessary funding to do 

this and hope to start the upgrade in April/May 2024. 

The G-Force Centre 

There are currently no activities being delivered at the Centre. 

The final steps needed to complete the new commercial kitchen are also still on hold. 

South Trafford Food Bank (who use 50% of the Centre) are still tenants and we 

continue to have a great working relationship with them.  

We will be reviewing our use of the Centre and its future potential in the coming year.  

Our Partnerships and strategic work 

Paul continues to Chair and administer the Oldfield Brow Partnership. It is the lead 

agency in Oldfield Brow and actively promotes connections with the local community, 

statutory agencies, voluntary groups and local Councillors.         

Issues discussed during this period include:- 

• development of the Cowfield 

• Development of the old Allotment site 

• Accessibility issues in Oldfield Brow 

• Community engagement and promoting the voice of the community 

• Accessing external funding 

• Councillor updates 

• How to promote use of the Church on the Brow by the wider community 

The ‘Love Oldfield Brow’ WhatsApp group continues to be a very fruitful way for  

members to promote ideas, interest and debate. 

Making hot meals for the homeless in Manchester 

This project is on hold at the moment due to a lack of resources. 

Free school holiday meals for children & Young People 

We continued to offer free lunches from the café with over 3800 meals having been 

distributed. Our thanks go the South Trafford Food Bank for supporting this project. 
 



The Community Groceries in Oldfield Brow & Broomwood 

Each community grocery has gone from strength to strength with over 100 attendees 

each week. Each week we sell over £4.5k worth of groceries for about £800. Our 

thanks go to the many organisations supporting this initiative. This included Tesco, 

Sainsburys, Marks & Spencer, Cook, Fareshare, Nisa and many others organisations 

and private individuals too. The income raised is used to purchase extra produce not 

normally donated, so that we can offer a great range of wholesome, heathy, and fresh 

food.  

This project is supported by a number of volunteers who come along each week and 

help set up the groceries, serve customers and then pack everything away. Our thanks 

go to them for their dedication. 

Mission Christmas 

This year we distributed free toys to over 40 families to help towards their Christmas. 

Our thanks go to Key103, whose ‘Mission Christmas’ project provide the toys to make 

this project happen.  

The Christmas Giant Gingerbread creations 

This year over 1200 gingerbread creations were sent into three schools: Oldfield Brow, 

Broomwood and Broadheath. Our thanks go to all the volunteers who helped put the 

packs together, we just couldn’t have done it without you.  

This is one activity that creates lovely memories and is a G-Force tradition dating back 

over 20 years. Many adults, who did this as children, still talk about and look back on it 

with affection. 

Coffee mornings and the Over 50’s Christmas Party 

The coffee mornings, organised by local volunteer Joan Lloyd, raised over £600 

towards the cost for the Christmas party. The Conservative Club in Altrincham again 

hosted this year’s party and over 80 people attended. It was a very successful event.      

Free trip to Altrincham Garrick Panto 

Our thanks go to the Garrick Theatre for donating nearly 60 tickets this year. We 

distributed them to local families and the reports we had were that they all had a truly 

magical night. We used some of our funds to buy each attendee an ice cream tub at 

the intermission. 

 



Volunteering in G-Force 

This year we had over 60 volunteers at G-Force and between them they did over 1800 

volunteer hours. We are in debt to each and every one and we say to them that G-

Force wouldn’t have been able to deliver what we did this year without their help. Our 

heartfelt thanks go to every single person involved. 

Our supporters this year include:- 

Seamons Moss Community Association, Sale Mayoral Fund, Quarry Bank Pub in 

Timperley, Farrat Isolevel Ltd, Oglesby Charitable Trust, The Church in the Brow, 

Fairshare, Cook in Wilmslow, Aldi in Broadheath, Nisa in Oldfield Brow, South Trafford 

Food Bank, Marks & Spencer in Altrincham, Sainsburys in Timperley and Altrincham, 

Trafford Council, Truck Care, Tesco at Altrincham, Baguley and Broomwood, Heyes 

Lane School and Oldfield Brow School for the Harvest festival donation.  

Our thanks also go to all those individuals who made donations (large and small) to 

help our work. We appreciate and value your support. 

 

 

The Trustees during this period were as follows: 

Mark Peter Ashcroft (appointed 11-1-21), Jacqueline Ann Marsh (appointed 11-1-21), 

Barbara Taylor (appointed 11-1-21) and Wendy Ashcroft (appointed 11-1-21). 

We confirm that all the work done during this period was in line the aims and 

objectives detailed in our constitution adopted on 19th June 2005, and that G-Force is 

an unincorporated Association. 

There are currently no formal policies and procedures for the induction and training of 

Trustees. 
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65 Briarfield Road, Broomwood, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 7DD 



 


































