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Overview 

This was the most challenging year to date for G-Force as Tina, the Project Manager and member of 

the Management Team (and wife of our CEO Paul Huxley), was diagnosed with lung cancer in May 

2022. This means that two of the three Mngt Team that plan and deliver most of the work we do 

were taken out of the picture for long periods of time with Tina having to endure a series of medical 

interventions and Paul supporting Tina through her treatment. 

This had a real impact on what we could do as an organisation with the result being that we had to 

refocus on what was most important and where we could get the best value for our communities. As 

the year progressed other issues also impacted G-Force as members of the Board of Trustees 

suffered serious illness as did other close relatives and friends of the G-Force family.  

The Board of Trustees would like to express their gratitude to all out supporters and funders for their 

understanding and support through this difficult time. 

For clarity G-Forces work has always focused on distinct communities; the major ones being 

Broomwood and Oldfield Brow and to a lesser extent Broadheath. As well as this we also focus on 

thematic groups where our skills can bring most benefit. 

The Annual Report this year is broken down into these areas of work but as is the way, many of these 

areas overlap, compliment, and support each other. 

Community Cafe on Broomwood  

The Community Cafe opened in April 2009 and has run successfully ever since. It currently employs 

four local people.  

The importance to G-Force of the Community Cafe cannot be over emphasised as it is the face of G-

Force on Broomwood and the gateway to all our other services for those living in that area.  

The café has managed to ‘ride out’ most challenges during that time (including the pandemic 

lockdown) and has always paid its way. The future of the Community Cafe was however thrown into 

doubt by the impact of the increases in Gas and Electricity prices following the conflict in Ukraine. At 

one stage the monthly gas and electricity bills had increased by almost fourfold. Thankfully our 

friends at Oglesby Charitable Trust (who had funded the opening of the cafe back in 2009) stepped in 

and agreed to cover the excess costs for a 12 month period. This gave us the time to plan for the 

future and with this help we managed to make the changes needed to ensure its survival. 

The Trustees would like to say a special thank you all the ladies who work at the café for helping so 

much during the health difficulties mentioned above.  



The G-Force Centre 

I am pleased to report that the Centre roof has now been replaced and repaired where needed and 

that it is now totally leakproof and has a 20 year warranty too. This is a massive weight off our minds 

as the interior was getting damaged more and more by some very major leaks. Our heartfelt thanks 

go to the good people at Zochonis Charitable Trust who provided the vast majority of the funding 

needed, and to South Trafford Food Bank who helped with the rest. It was such a relief to us all when 

this was done. I went to the centre the day after the first major storm following the roofs completion 

and it was great to walk in and see everywhere dry.    

The work on upgrading the Kitchen in the Centre (funded by Morrisons) led by the volunteers from 

Farrat Isolevel Ltd unfortunately came to a standstill during this period. It is though 90% completed 

and we are hoping to finish it off in the coming financial year. 

South Trafford Food Bank are still using the Centre and we continue to have a great working 

relationship with their team. We marvel at the tremendous work they do and often find ourselves 

working together to combat food poverty locally. The Café on Broomwood is a prime example of this, 

being a distribution point for Food Bank Vouchers. 

There are currently no other activities being delivered at the Centre. It does though continue to be 

used as our storage facility for toys, donated food, our gardening, environmental and fun day 

equipment and our other resources too. The Centre is a wonderful asset and one which we 

appreciate. 

     

The roof being repaired 

Our Partnerships and strategic work 

During this year Paul (our CEO at G-Force) decided to step down as Chair of both the Broadheath and 

Broomwood Partnerships as he felt unable to give the time needed to drive them forward. Paul 

facilitated the smooth handover of the Chairmanship of the Broomwood Partnership to Cllr Sean 

Ennis with TMBC Officers taking the lead in helping the Broadheath Partnership re-establish itself.  

We intend to keep our links with both these Partnerships either through continued membership or 

by being an active Partner in the area. During this time administered all three Partnerships, 

supported Partners in their search for external funding, delivered Platinum Jubilee Community 

Fundays in each of these areas and took the lead in delivering Broadheath Community Association’s 

Community Funday. 

 



The Oldfield Brow Partnership is now well established and is recognised by most agencies as a very 

fruitful and mature conduit through which they can converse with active and proactive members of 

the community. It continues to have great connections with the local community, statutory and 

voluntary agencies and the local Councillors too.  

The development of a Pocket Park on the waste ground opposite the shops 

in Oldfield Brow has now been completed and it was officially renamed at 

the opening ceremony as the ‘Calm Corner’; a name chosen by the local 

School Boy Andrew Brown. The event was also attended by the Major of 

Trafford and the Deputy High Sherif of Manchester who planted a Tree 

awarded from the Queens ‘Tree of Trees’ that was on display outside 

Buckingham Palace during the Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. This 

development has been very well received by the community and is a real 

indication of the future potential of what can be done through the 

Partnership.  

         

The Cowfield and the old Allotment site in Oldfield Brow 

We continue to work closely with TMBC to ensure community input in the development of the 

Allotment site (destined for housing) and the adjacent to the Cowfield Recreation area where we are 

pressing for the ‘Community Infrastructure levy’ ( previously known as Section 105 funding) to be 

spent. There are lots of other wins too during this time with the second Boys 5-a-side football team 

still going strong and still being supported by G-Force as are 

other community activities throughout the year such as the 

Platinum Jubilee Funday, various litter picks, bulb planting, 

gingerbread decorating at the School, weekly art classes, new 

waste bins in the community and the moving of the football 

nets in the Cowfield.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buckingham Palace 



The link with the Church on the Brow continues with the 

Church now hosting the weekly Oldfield Brow Community 

Grocery that started in Oct 2022. This project is being 

supported by a whole host of local volunteers and each week 

over 50 attendees come along and are able to purchase a wide 

range of fresh fruit, vegetables and other food types, all at rock 

bottom prices. The church supports this SMCA Project (being 

delivered by G-Force) by offering its resources FOC along with a room dedicated to the project. The 

Church’s willingness and their openness to allow their building to be used by the community is now 

making a real difference. It remains the only accessible community building in Oldfield Brow and has 

the potential to become an even stronger community hub bringing benefits for the whole 

community. This too is something we actively promote. 

The ‘Love Oldfield Brow’ WhatsApp group continues to be a great way to communicate. The active 

member been very successful in creating interest and debate. 

The Accessibility Audit (commissioned by SMCA) arrived before Christmas but action on it has been 

delayed until after the local Elections in May 2023.  

Our thanks go again to SMCA for commissioning all 

our work on Oldfield Brow. We must also thank the 

local Councillors and the Friends of the Cowfield all 

of whom have been very active and supportive of 

the Partnership and the work of G-Force during this 

period. The School deserves a special thank you too, 

as it continues to be the beating heart of Oldfield 

Brow with a reputation second to none. 

 

Making hot meals for the homeless in Manchester 

This project has been running for a while now and is led by Hazel and her team of volunteers. This 

year, with the kitchen at the Centre being renovated, we moved to cooking the meals at the Church 

on the Brow. We also provided a hot Christmas meal for 100 people at the Christmas Party held in St 

Peters Square in Manchester. Hazel deserved great credit for leading on the project and for her care 

and dedication in wanting to provide wholesome and home cooked meals for these most vulnerable 

people. 

  

 

 



Our work helping struggling families includes… 

 

Free lunches distributed during school holidays for kids living on 

Broomwood 

We have continued to develop this free service and during this period 

over 3000 meals have been given away ‘free of charge’ from the G-Force 

café on Broomwood alone. Our thanks go the South Trafford Food Bank 

for supporting this project. Any child or young person living on 

Broomwood can just call in and pick up a meal of their choice. 
 

This year we also launched two Community Groceries: one in Oldfield Brow and one in Broomwood 

The Oldfield Brow Community Grocery was launched in October 2022 and the Broomwood 

Community Grocery followed in February 2023. Both 

have been very popular attracting between them over 

100 attendees each week. Between both locations the 

attendees are purchasing nearly £3k worth of groceries 

each week for approx. £600. Both these were ‘steps of 

faith’ as we had no guarantee of weekly stock being 

renewed, but even so the food comes in each week 

and our thanks go to the many organisations supporting this initiative. This included Tesco, 

Sainsburys, Marks & Spencer, Cook, Fareshare, Nisa and many others organisations and private 

individuals too. The weekly income then allows us to purchase extra produce not donated so that we 

have a great range of wholesome, heathy, and fresh food for those that attend. I should also say that 

this project is supported by many local volunteers who come along each week giving many hours 

setting the groceries, serving customers and the packing everything away. They are amazing. 

This year we were also able to distribute free 

Christmas Toys to struggling families with 

over 60 families benefitting. The bulk of the 

referrals came from our local schools. We 

sorted and then delivered the gifts straight to 

the schools for them to forward to parents. 

We are again in great debt to Mission 

Christmas for their generosity, without them 

this project just wouldn’t happen.  



Community based Art classes  

This year we ran the two regular weekly art classes, one at Leverett Close Sheltered Scheme (which 

was delivered free of charge) and one at the Heyes Lane Congregational Church. Unfortunately, due 

to circumstances, the one at Leverett Close had to stop before the Summer Holidays and hasn’t 

started up again but the remaining class is going from strength to strength.  

Here are a few examples of the art produced. 

 

The Christmas Giant Gingerbread creations 

This became a regular Christmas activity at G-Force and one 

that all the children 

look forward too. In 

total we sent 1200 

gingerbread 

creations into three 

schools: 

Broomwood, 

Broadheath & 

Oldfield Brow, as 

well as delivering it 

to other groups in the community. Our thanks go to all the volunteers who helped put the packs 

together and helped to deliver the activity too, we just couldn’t have done it without you. Some 

activities are worth doing for the lovely memories they create and this activity is one of those. It started over 

20 years ago and has become a G-Force tradition that our old members from that time still talk about and look 

back on with affection. 

Coffee mornings and the Over 50’s Christmas Party 

The coffee mornings have now been running for over 12 years in the café organised by local 

volunteer, Joan Lloyd. These coffee mornings raise funding to help towards the cost for the annual 

over 50’s Christmas party. The coffee mornings are held on the 1st Monday of each month and this 

year they raised over £700. The Conservative Club in Altrincham hosted this year’s party with over 70 

people in attendance. We also managed to get the local Singer Colin Paul to come along and 

entertain us. It was a very successful event. 



       

Pictures taken at the Over 50’s Christmas Party 

Free trip to Altrincham Garrick Panto 

We have got to say thank you again to the Garrick Theatre for their 

generosity in donating tickets to G-Force. We were able to distribute over 

40 free tickets to local families so they could see the Pantomime and from 

what I have been told it was a truly magical and amazing night. 

Volunteering in G-Force 

This year we had over 50 individuals volunteer at G-Force and between them they gave over 1500 

volunteer hours in support of our work. We are in debt to each and every one and we can say 

without a doubt that without them G-Force wouldn’t be able to deliver the services to the 

community that we do. Our heartfelt thanks go to every single person involved. 

Finally, our most sincere thanks go to the following organisations for their 

help and support during this year 

Seamons Moss Community Association, Farrat Isolevel Ltd, Oglesby Charitable Trust, Zochonis 

Charitable Trust, The Church in the Brow, Fairshare, Cook in Wilmslow, South Trafford College, Aldi, 

Asda in Broadheath, Fairshare, Nisa in Timperley and Oldfield Brow, South Trafford Food Bank, Marks 

& Spencer, Sainsburys in Timperley and Altrincham, South Trafford Foodbank, Altrincham Baptist 

Church, Martins Bakery, Trafford Council, The National Lottery, Truck Care, Tesco at Altrincham and 

on Broomwood, the National Trust and Oldfield Brow School for the Harvest festival donation. We 

must also thank all those individuals who also made donations (large and small) to help our efforts in 

addressing food poverty and sustain the work of G-Force.  

We appreciate and value your support, thank you so much. 

The Trustees during this period were as follows: 

Mark Peter Ashcroft   appointed 11-1-21            Jacqueline Ann Marsh   appointed 11-1-21 

Barbara Taylor    appointed 11-1-21            Wendy Ashcroft   appointed 11-1-21 

We confirm that all the work done during this period was in line our aims and objectives detailed in 

our constitution adopted on 19th June 2005 and that G-Force is an unincorporated Association. 

Registered Office 

65 Briarfield Road, Broomwood, Timperley, Altrincham, Cheshire WA15 7DD 

There are currently no formal policies and procedures for the induction and training of Trustees. 






















