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Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 01-03-2020 Period start date

To 28-02-2021 Period end date

Charity name: New Acropolis Cultural Association

Charity registration number: 1110140

Objectives and Activities

SORP
referenc
e
Summary of ':E}If? To advance the education of the general public in the field of
the ' philosophy in the classical tradition. To educate students in the
purposes of comparative study of arts, philosophy, religion and science in
the charity order to preserve mankind’s heritage and to disseminate the
as setout in results of such study and research to the public. To promote racial
its harmony for the benefit of the public. To promote good citizenship.
governing To promote the education of the public in order that they may
document achieve their full physical, intellectual, social and spiritual potential.
Summary of ﬁ"ﬁfg g Activities in the field of Philosophy:
the main 119 | We continued to provide our weekly classes throughout the
activities in pandemic. Within a week of the first lockdown in March, we were
relation to able to teach all the courses via zoom. Our members expressed
those their gratitude regarding the consistent quality and the regularity of
purposes the classes throughout a very challenging time, and commented
for the that they provided a dependable virtual community at a time when
public many were feeling isolated or uncertain. Since most people were
benefit, in unable to go on holiday, we extended the length of our termly
particular, teaching period and taught about 680 hours of classes on
the comparative philosophy within the framework of our Programme of
activities, Studies.
projects or
services We continued to celebrate UNESCO’s World Philosophy Day
identified in this year. We organised an online event with the title “Philosophy
the for a VUCA world”, where 4 speakers gave presentations on how
accounts. philosophy can help us deal with Volatility, Uncertainty, Complexity
and Ambiguity in our times.
This year we had to give all of our talks and seminars online.
Amongst our talks in the field of philosophy we would like to
highlight the following: “Philosophy for Living”, “Stoicism —
Philosophical Remedies for Life’s challenges”, “The Art of Making
Wise Choices”, “The Theory of the Imprisoned Soul”, “Nikola Tesla
and his vision of an ethical science” and “Science, Technology and
the Future of Humanity”.
Activities in the field of Culture: We organised a wide range of
online talks and seminars, including: a talk on Beethoven (2020
being the 250" Anniversary of his birth), a seminar on Dante’s
Divine Comedy, a talk on Ubuntu (this was only for our members




and friends, by a guest speaker from South Africa) and a talk and
Q&A session on Bees for World Bee Day in May.

In January and February 2021 we organised online ‘Creative
Evenings’ presented by each of our members groups, which
brought out some amazing presentations of poetry recitals,
singing, photography and the sharing of things that ‘made our
hearts sing’.

We also published 6 digital issues of our magazine “New
Acropolis — Philosophy and Education for the Future” and 1 paper
issue (normally we would print 3 issues but due to COVID there
was not many possibilities of distributing the paper issues). This
year more of our members contributed to the magazine by writing
articles, making use of the increased time spent at home.

Activities in the field of Volunteering:

All the activities in our School of Philosophy (teaching, cleaning
and maintenance of the school, advertising, design of leaflets and
course notes, etc.) are done on a voluntary and honorary basis
and there are no paid positions in our charity. Every task is used
asa practical exercise and application of philosophy in action. This
year, our members were hardly able to use our premises but
during the summer we managed to give the whole school a deep
clean by working in small teams and organising the tasks well in
advance.

Despite the lockdowns we could organise 7 out of the planned 11
Compton Terrace Garden Volunteering Days (this is a joint project
with neighbours, volunteers from the general public and the
support of Islington Council), with 62 volunteers in total at these 7
days, plus an additional Bulb Planting Day with 12 people in
December.

We also decided to give our support to the Homeless Charity
Margins, which is next door to our premises.

In May we collected a wide range of things they told us they
needed (from clothes, to bedding, to food, etc.) — this involved in
total 16 volunteers.

In December we raised £800 for Margins amongst our members,
made a collection of winter clothes and sent Christmas messages
to the homeless.




In September and October we joined the activities for World
Cleanup Day and organised 2 litter picks in London (in various
areas around our premises in Islington, but also at other London
sites where our members noticed a huge amount of rubbish -
Hackney Fields, Homerton, near the Castle at Manor House, etc).
We were 33 volunteers in total at these 2 events and we must
have collected at least 200 kg of rubbish in total.







Statement | Para
confirming e
whether the
trustees
have had
regard to
the
guidance
issued by
the Charity
Commissio
n on public
benefit

| confirm that the trustees have had regard to the guidance.

Additional information (optional)

You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making Para 1.38

Not applicable

Policy on social investment
including program related
investment

Para 1.38

Not applicable

Contribution made by

volunteers Para 1.38

All our work is entirely carried out by
volunteers since there are no paid positions
in our charity.

This year in particular it was amazing to
see the spirit of generosity and resilience in
our members that enabled us not only to
maintain the level and quality of our
activities but even increase it in some
areas.

Our programme of studies is designed to
provide an education that develops not only
the mind but also other human faculties
such as kindness, compassion,
imagination, perseverance, willpower and
creativity. Volunteering helps to develop
these key faculties and forms part of our
philosophical training, and we encourage
our students to become active citizens.

Other

Achievements and Performance

I | SORP reference




Summary of the main
achievements of the charity,
identifying the difference the
charity’s work has made to
the circumstances of its
beneficiaries and any wider
benefits to society as a
whole.

Para 1.20

As already stated elsewhere in this report,
we have benefitted our members by
continuing to provide our educational
services despite the difficult circumstances.

Throughout a very challenging year, we
managed to maintain the offer of the wide
range of public (online) activities that we
have developed over the last 20 years and
were able to reach an even wider audience
through zoom, although our primary goal
remains to ‘think globally and work locally’,
fo build relationships and community,
shared values and a shared vision.

We also continued to give grants to
members who were unable to pay their
subscriptions.

Our volunteering activities for the homeless
charity Margins, our litter picks and our
garden volunteering benefitted society as a
whole.

However, the most important benefits are
not only seen in measurable outcomes but
also in the spirit of active citizenship,
generosity and resilience that we try to
transmit through all our activities.

Several of our members expressed the
view that they could see more clearly the
positive effects of the kind of education we
are trying to provide and the importance of
and need for timeless values in times of
crisis.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against
objectives set

Para 1.41
Performance of fundraising
activities against objectives Not applicable
set Para 1.41
Investment performance
against objectives Para 1.41 Not applicable
Other
Financial Review
Para 1.21

Review of the charity’s
financial position at the end
of the period

We almost managed to maintain our end of
year balance (which was £40,989 last year,
and this year we ended with £38,349),
despite having to pay more than £16,000
for refurbishment (required by our landlord
and our lease) and despite sustaining a big




drop in the number of people enrolling on
our introductory course.

As in all the previous years, more than 90%
of our income was spent on our premises
(rent and maintenance). 53% of our income
was derived from our membership
subscriptions and a further 27% from
donations.

We have always managed to keep our
costs, including our advertising costs, at a
sustainably low level.

In the last few years, we have been trying
to save money, since our current lease will
end next year and we will need not only
new but also larger premises.

Explanation of any
uncertainties about the
charity continuing as a going
concern

Statement explaining the Para 1.22 See above
policy for holding reserves
stating why they are held -
Amount of reserves held Parg122 We currently have £3,127 in our savings
account.
Reasons for holding zero Para 1.22
reserves
Details of fund materially in | Para1.24
deficit
Para 1.23

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal
sources of funds (including

53% of our income came from our
membership subscriptions and a further
27% from donations - amounting to 80% in

any fundraising) PSR LEE total (the previous year, membership and
donations amounted to 64% of our
income).
A further 8% came from our introductory
course and nearly 5% from our public
activities (courses, workshops, talks,
seminars). The rest came from selling
books, handicrafts, course notes and honey
from our bee sanctuary.

Investment policy and

objectives including any Not applicable

social investment policy

adopted Para 1.46

A description of the principal

risks facing the charity Para 1.46

Other

Structure, Governance and Management




Description of charity’'s
trusts:

including details of any
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of
any person or body entitled
to appoint one or more
frustees

Type of governing document | Para1.25 Trust Deed adopted 13" June 2005
How is the charity Para 1.25 We are an unincorporated trust.
constituted?

Trustee selection methods Para 1.25

21 days’ notice given.

Every trustee must be appointed by a
resolution of the trustees passed at a
meeting that was called with no less than

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures
adopted for the induction
and training of trustees

Para 1.51
The charity’s organisational
structure and any wider
network with which the
charity works Para 1.1
Relationship with any related
parties

Para 1.51

Other

Reference and Administrative details

Charity name

New Acropolis Cultural Association

Other name the charity uses

Registered charity number

1110140

Charity’s principal address

19 Compton Terrace
London N1 2UN

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

g kAW N -

Trustee name Office (if any) 5:::5 acted if not for whole ::a::; g:n'::etﬁz?e(eo(ri f::;l)) entitled
Sabine Leitner Chair

Julian Scott Secretary

Agostino Dominici

Ken Tsang

Nataliya Petlevych | Treasurer

Corporate trustees — names of the directors at the date the report was approved




Director name

Not applicable

Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year
Not applicable

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets held in this Not applicable
capacity
Name and objects of the charity on Not applicable
whose behalf the assets are held and
how this falls within the custodian
charity’s objects
Details of arrangements for safe Not applicable
custody and segregation of such
assets from the charity’s own assets

Additional information (optional)
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of Name Address
adviser

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details

Other optional information

Declarations
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s) {%M r%;, ' A

Full name(s) v Sabine Leitner Julian Scott
Position (eg Secretary, Chair Secretary
Chair, etc)

Bl w3 Pee D
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Receip

For the period
from

01/03/2020

ts and payments accounts

To

28/02/2021

CC1i6a

Section A Receipts and payments

Unrestricted b ctricted funds ~ Cdowment Total funds Last year
funds funds
to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £
A1 Receipts
Member's subscrptions 25,805 - - 25,805 20,620
Donatlons 13,323 - - 13,323 12,357
Introductory Course 4,083 - - 4,093 11,000
Talks, Workshops and other Events 2,359 - - 2,359 5,825
Books, Notes, Magazine 627 - - 627 1,178
Sale of handicrafls: reproductions, tibetg 232 - - 232 752
Other (ncl. refunds, interests} 662 - - 862 6
Gift Aid 1,184 - - 1,184 -
Sub total (Gross income for AR) 48,285 - - 48,285 51,538
A2 Assef and investment sales,
{see table).
Sub total - - - - -
Total receipts 48,285 - I 48,285 I 51,538
A3d Payments
Premises {rent, business rates, insurance,
alarm} 27,033 - - 27,033 36,727
Refurbishment and Maintenance 17,378 17,379 620
Advaertising 1,394 1,394 1,988
Purchases 1,113 1,113 1,058
Offlce 1,105 - - 1,105 1,493
Organisation of events and courses 805 - - 805 1,020
Ponatlon to Margins 800 - - B00 -
Lifittes 724 - - 724 604
Public Relations 478 - - 478 703
Other {cost of sales, legal compliance) 95 - - 95 475
Sub total 50,926 - - 50,926 44,687
Ad Asset and investment
purchases, (soe table)
Sub total - - - - -
Total payments | 50,926 | 41 11 50,926 | | 44,687 |
Net of receipts/(payments}| . 2,641 - - 2,641 6,851
A5 Transfors between funds - - - - -
A6 Cash funds last year end - - - - -
Cash funds this year end| . 2,641 . 2,641 6,851
Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period
Unrestricted Restricted funds Endowment
Catsgoiiss Cratails funds funds
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

CCXX R1 accounts (S8)

2711272021



.B1 Cash funds

B2 Other monetary assets

B3 Investment assets

B4 Assets retained for the
charity’s own use

BS5 Llabilities

Signed by one or two trustees on
bsehalf of all the frustess

CCXX R2 accounts (S8S)

Bank account & PayPal account

33,628 - -
Saving account 3,127 _ .
Cash 1,504 - -
Total cash funds 38,349 - -
(agree balances with receipts and payments accouni{a)} ool D o :
Urnrestricted  Restricted funds Endowmesnt
funds funds
Details to nearsst £ to nearest £ to nearast £
Fund to which asset Current value
Details belongs Cost (optlonal) {optional)
Fund to which asset Currerk value
Details belongs Cost (optional) {optional)
Fumd fo which Amount due When due
Details liabllity relates {optlonal) {optional}
2 Signature Print Name Date of approval
LS 3 - — . P . .
,/ﬁ@«é”bwl f#o_nL-«éA SABINE LetTriEgl | |16 Dec 202
\ - . T F 7 — [ 7 .,
0 5 [Tt scoTT | [16fi2/20
2 27/12/2021




Section A

Report to the trustees/
members of

On accounts for the year
ended

Set out on pages

Respective
responsibilities of
trustees and examiner

Basis of independent
examiner’s statement

Independent
examiner's statement

Signed:

Name:

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body
(if any):

Address:

CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Independent Examiner's Report

Independent examiner's
report on the accounts

NEW ACROPOLLS CULTORAL ASSOCIATICN

11410440

Charity no
(if any)

29 February 2021

-

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.
The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year
under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act) and that an
independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act,

to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the
Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and

« to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given
by the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the
accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the
trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not

provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true

and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the
statement below.

In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my
attention (other than that disclosed below *) which gives me cause to believe

that in, any material respect:
e accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of

the Charities Act or

« the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

| have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to
which attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding

of the accounts to be reached.
* please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply.

YN |

pate: [ 27 /12/202\ |
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