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FRIENDS OF THE VICTORIA ART GALLERY
England & Wales · Charity number 1108344

Details

Other names FOVAG

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2005-03-01

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Victoria Art Gallery
Bridge Street
Bath
BA2 4AT

Phone 01225477772

Email fovagmembers@gmail.com

Website www.victoriagal.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC BY THE PROMOTION, SUPPORT. ASSISTANCE AND
IMPROVEMENT OF THE VICTORIA ART GALLERY, BATH.

Activities: Assistance in the purchase of artifacts for the gallery,organizing previews of exhibitions, sale of
postcards, trips to artists studios and galleries, fund raising from Members subscriptions and donations,
assistance with the adopt a picture campaign to facilitate restoration of damaged pictures.

Classification

• How: Makes Grants To Organisations, Provides Human Resources

• What: Education/training, Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1108344
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Geography

• Area of benefit: BATH.

• Bath And North East Somerset

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £41,623 £110,057 - -

2024-03-31 £71,126 £10,121 - -

2023-03-31 £19,802 £9,949 - -

2022-03-31 £15,719 £12,964 - -

2021-03-31 £27,909 £33,732 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Dr MICHAEL ROWE Chair

CATHRYN HELEN GORDON SPENCE 2023-06-08

Candida Thring 2024-06-07

David Metcalfe 2022-06-09

John William Ennor 2019-05-29

Jonathan Cross 2025-06-24

Lucia Grimshaw 2021-06-25

MARIAN MCNEIR MBE 2013-05-20

PAM TWOHIG

SANDRA LE MARCHANT

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1108344


FRIENDS OF THE VICTORIA ART GALLERY
England & Wales  -  Charity number 1108344

Accounts



Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery

Trustees'Annuat Report for the period from 1"t April2O24lo 31st March 2025

Charity registration number: 1108344

Objectives and Activities

The purpose of the charity as set out in its Governing Document is to educate the pubtic by the promotion, support,
assistance and improvement of the Victoria Art Gattery, Bath.
This is achieved by raising funds for the charity by: -

ldentifying and inviting speakers of interest and of retevance to the Gallery cottection.
Arrangingvisits to cottections outside Bath.
Attracting new members so to increase income for the charity by subscriptions.
Pubticising Gattery and Friends activities on the Friend's independent website.
The Trustees have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on pubtic benefit in arranging att
activities.
The Trustees have taken outside advice on fundraising and recruitment and survey of members opinions.
The Trustees are activety engaged in a futt risk assessment process because of changes in Locat Authority and
Gattery management. They have activety reduced risk in some areas of activity and have addressed succession
ptanning. The Trustees constantty review their skitts mix and have recruited another new member to become a
Trustee at the next AGM.

Achievements and Performance

lncome teve[s have been wett maintained despite ctosure of the permanent cottection main gatlery for major
structuraI repairs. This major atteration has subsequentty been compteted foltowed by pubtic reope ning and
FOVAG members' celebrations.
Membership numbers ftuctuate but the overall trend has been upwards with increasing attendanees at [ectures.
Grants have been made towards purchases for the cottection.
A substantiaI sum from the capitat fund has been expended on the refurbishment, for educationat purposes, of a
[arge redundant space, which is now open to the pubtic inctuding famities from Aprit 2025. A targe additionalgift
towards that scheme from a Friend has been attracted and is etigibte for Gift Aid.
Lectures in a temporary facitity off site have attracted interest from numbers of peopte with whom the charity had
no previous contact.

Financiat Review

Treasurer's Report - Accounts for the year ending 31 st Mareh 2025

Copies of the AnnuaI Accounts have been circutated to att Members with the notice of the AnnuaI GeneraI Meeting.
They have been checked by Carotyn Bruce-Jones our lndependent Examiner as required by the Charity
Commission.
We are as atways extremety grateful to the various donors who have supported us during the year in different ways
inctuding a donation of !5500 towards the cost of instatting extra equipment in the Modetting Room and three
anonymous donations - one of S2500 and two of 92000 each.
A very successfuI appeaI for contributions towards the cost of conserving the painting of Henry Vlll raised atmost
!4000 towards the finat cost of 88732.
We continue to benefit from the Gift Aid scheme and ctaimed the very useful contribution of 84543.43 on this year's
donations and subscriptions.
As a result of these generous donations and inctuding the targe amount received last year, we have been abte to
make grants in this financiat year of !105,894. The targest payment was !85000 for our contribution to the cost of
refurbishing the Modetting Room.
Other grants inctuded a donation t6178.16 for the cost of audio-visuat equipment and a hearing toop in the
Modetting Room. Our purchase of picture framing equipment for f3433.50 was put to good use in the preparation
and framing of the prints for the Mirror of Mirth exhibition enabting a substantiaL saving on costs of picture framing
and attowing more pictures to be exhibited for pubtic benefit than coutd otherwise have been afforded - a benefit
which witt be of use for many years to come. ln February we contributed f 1 134.00 towards the purchase at auction
of a painting of a former Mayor of Bath, Simon Crook. A futt tist of grants appears in the accounts.
We thank att our members and contributors for their support enabting us to continue to assist with improvements to
the Gattery and its hotdings and educationat facitities.
Our excursions and regutar tatks organised by the Events sub-committee have been very successfuI and
contributed over f2500 towards our funds after expenses.
The donations box on the stairs in the Gattery has contributed f276 atthough this is tess than previously, hopefulty it
witt soon improve nowthat Upper Gattery is reopened. Our membership income has increased stightty in the year,



and we have just under 400 members or atmost 500 if counting individuat members in joint memberships. The

Gattery staff are very hetpfut in recruiting new members and we have a steady stream joining us throughout the year.

Whitst our funds in hand at the end of the year are considerabty tess than the previous year end due partty to the

advance payment of the contribution towards the refurbishment of the modetting room, we continue to hotd

sufficient funds to meet our ongoing costs and tikety requests for assistance from the Gattery staff.

Att funds hetd by the Charity are unrestricted. However, the Trustees have altocated funds for future grants as

fottows. Provision for future Gattery extension - batance of Haber tegacy (inctuding accrued interest)
s87408.00

Governance and Management

The Charity is a Charitabte Unincorporated Association governed by a constitution dated 4'h February 2005 and

registered with the Charity Commission.

Duringthe year a proposat was devetoped by Trustees for approvat by the members at the AGM to change the

structure of the Friends to become a Charitable lncorporated Organisation. At the June 2025 AGM the Trustees were

authorised to undertake the necessary steps to achieve this.

Trustee selection methods.

Where peopte with required skitts are identified, they are invited to attend Trustees meetings to observe how

business is conducted and attow them to continue towards etection as a trustee if they so wish. One such person is

now attending meetings. When at Trustees' meetings they attend as observers and do not have voting rights.

If wishing to be etected as a Trustee a CV is circutated to atL members before the next AGM and a free vote by

members conducted at the AGM. The AGM papers circutated in advance inctude the invitation for any member to

stand for eLection as a Trustee by submitting a CV. Existing members are activety encouraged to recruit new

members and to propose anyone interested in becoming a member and Trustee.

Reference and Administrative detaits

The Name of the Charity is The Friends of the Victoria Art Gattery

Registered Charity Number is 1108344

The Charity's principat address is Victoria Art Gattery, Bridge Street, Bath BA2 4AT

The Trustees during the year were: -

Dr Michet Rowe Chairman

Mr John Ennor Treasurer

Mrs Lucia Grimshaw

Mrs Sandra Le Marchant

Mrs Marian McNeir

Mr David Metcatfe

Dr Cathryn Spence

Mrs Candida Thring Appointed 7n )une2024

Mrs Pam Twohig

MrsVivienWomersl.ey Retired 24th )une2025

Dectarations
The Trustees declare that

Signed on behatf of t

Signature

Futt Name Michaet John Rowe

Position Chairman

ey have approved the trustees' report above.

of the Charity

John Wiltiam Ennor

./\r Ie$rP,Date

Treasurer

'tP4-S



dtr CHARITY (OMMISSION
FOR ENGLA\D AND WALES

Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery Charity No
(if any) 1 1 08344

Annual accounts for the period
Period start date 01-Apr-24 To

Penod end
date 31-Mar-25
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Unrestricted
funds

E
F01

Restricted
income
funds

f
F02

Endowment
funds

€
F03

Total funds
t

F04

Prior year
funds

g

F05

Recommended categories by
activity

lncoming resources (Note 3)
lncome dnd endowments from:

Donations and legacies

Charitable activities

Other trading activities

lnvestments

Separate material item of income
Other

Total
Resources expended (Note 6)
Expenditure on:

Raising funds

Gharitable activities

Separate material item of expense

Other

Total

Net income/(expenditure) before investment
gainsl{losses}
Net gains(losses) on investments

Net income(expenditure)
Extraordinary items
Transferc between funds
Other recognised gains/(losses):

Gains and losses on revaluation of fixed assets for the charity's own use
Other gains/(losses)

Net movement in funds

Reconcil iation of funds:
Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried farward

4,163 4,1 63 4,581
105,894 105,894 5,540

1 10,057 1 10,057 10,121

68,434 68,434 61,005

68,434 68,434 61,005

68,434 68,434 61,005

213,029 zrc,429 152,024
144,595 144,595 213,O29

s01

s02

s03
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18,235 18,235 60,491
18,097 18,097 5.907

5,291 5,291 4,728

41,623 41,623 71,126
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funds
f

F01

Restricted
income
funds

€
FA2

Endowment
funds

€
F03

Totalthis
year
f

F04

Total last
year

g

F05Fixed assets
lntangible assets
Tangible assets
Heritage assets

lnvestments

(Note 15) Bo1

{Note 14} Bo2

{Note {6) Bo3

(Note {7} Bo4

Total fixed assefs Bos

806

BO7

B08

809

810

811

Current assets
Stocks (Note t8)
Debtors (Note {9}
lnvestments (Note 17.4)
Cash at bank and in hand {Note 24}

Total currenf assefs

Greditors: amounts falling due within
one year (Note 20)

N et c u rrent assetg (t iabi I ities)

Iofal assefs less current liabilities

Creditors: amounts falling due after
one year (Note 20)
Provisions for liabilities

Total net assefs or liabilities
Funds of the Charity
Endowment funds (Note 27)

Restricted income funds (Note 27)

Unrestricted funds
Revaluation reserve

Total funds

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf of all
the trustees

2,690 2,690 2,750

144,595 144,595 213"029
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817
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-14 / ,z6J 't+t,263 215,779

144,595 144,59X 213,

144,595144,595 213,429

144,595 144,5V5 213,829
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ffi CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR INGLANO ANO WALES

Report to the trustees

On aeeounts for the year
ended

Set out on pages

Responsibilities and
basis of report

lndependent
examiner's statement

Signed:

Name:

i.l i :; :-11,,: l.i :tr,.,r

Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery

^/.t 
rrJ l"'Marcn zuzc Charity no

(if any)

.lt U6J44

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust") for the year ended

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Ac! 2011
("the Act").

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity commission
under section 145(5Xb) of the Act.

I have completed my examination" I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection yvith the examination (other than that
disclosed below *) which gives me cause to believe that in, any materiai
respect:

. the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130
of the Charities Act; or

r the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or
o the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement
that the accounts give a 'true and fair'view which is not a matter
considered as paft of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Date: //l5lzs

lndependent examiner's !'epo!"t on the
accounts

C.c . ,/4^P"

Relevant professional
qualification{s} or body

(if any):

CA(OL'lw B(1t

A.c A

C NG Sf\rc FfleN . (DL6, 'E*u rorv
&wtp otr

Address:

lndependent Examiner's ReportSection A
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Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery

Trustees'Annuat Reportforthe period from 1"tApral2023 to 31st March2024

Charity registration number: 110834

Objectives a nd Activities

The purpose of the charity as set out in its Governing Document is to educate the pubtic by the promotion, support,

assistance and improvement of the Victoria Art Gattery, Bath.

This is achieved by raising funds for the charity by: -

ldentifying and inviting speakers of interest and of relevance to the Gattery cotlection.

Arranging visits to cotlections outside Bath.

Attracting new members so to increase income for the charity by subscriptions.
Pubticising Gattery and Friends activities on a website independent of the main beneficiary.

The Trustees have had regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on pubtic benefit in arranging att

activities.

The Trustees have taken outside advice on fundraising and recruitment and survey members opinions.

The Trustees are activety engaged in a futt risk assessment process because of changes in Locat Authgrity and

gattery management.

The Trustees constantty review their skitts mix and activety recruit.

Achievements and Performance

lncome levets have been wet[ maintained despite ctosure of the permanent cottection main gaUery for major

structuraI repairs.

Membership numbers fluctuate but the overal[ trend is upwards.

Grants have been made towards purchases for the cotlection.
A substantial sum f rom the capitat fund has been committed to the refurbishment of a [arge redundant space for

educationaI purposes which witt be open to the pubtic inctuding famities. A targe additionat gift towards that

scheme from a Friend has been attracted and is etigibte for Gift Aid.

Lectures in a temporary facitity off site have attracted interest from numbers of peopte with whom the qharity had

no previous contact.

Financiat Review

Treasurer's Report - Accounts for the year ending 31st March 2024

Copies of the AnnuaI Accounts are circutated to att Members with the notice of the Annua[ General Meeting. They

have been checked by Carotyn Bruce-Jones our lndependent Examiner as required by the Charity Commission.

We have been given an extremely generous donation of 840,000.00 as a contribution to the refurbishment of the
original teaching space adjacent to the Upper Gattery to which we have added a gift aid contribution of 910,000.00.

The Trustees have agreed to add t35,000.00 from the Friend's funds to this so we are abte to contribute the majority

of the cost of the work. As the work is not yet comptete we have invested these funds untit it becomes due to be

paid.

The donations box on the stairs in the Gattery has contributed almost f800 atthough this is [ess than prgviousty due

to the Upper Gattery being ctosed for refurbishment.

Our membership income has remained steady in the year and we have just under 400 members or atmost 500 if
counting individuat members in joint memberships. The Gattery staff are very hetpfut in recruiting new members and

we have a steady stream joining us throughout the year.

Bank interest shows a usefuI increase fottowing changes in interest rates this year and totats inctude interest on the

donation which has been invested.

Grants to the Gattery this year are much lower than previousty

We continue to use the SumUp terminal at Galtery events in addition to accepting cash payments and this has

proved very useful in making payments from visitors more secure and easier to handte at a minimum cost.



The increased income and reduced expenses have combined to give an exceptionaL surptus of f61,000 but this witt

be put to good use in our promised grant towards the redevelopment of the Gattery which shoutd be payabte in the

next financiaI year.

Att funds hetd by the Charity are unrestricted. However the Trustees have attocated funds for future grants as

fottows.

A substantiat donation received in the current year ptus associated Gift Aid plus a Grant from the Charity's own

funds aLl.ocated towards the refurbishment of a targe redundant space in the Guitdhatt adjacent to the Gattery.

885,000

Provision for future Gattery extension - baLance of Haber tegacy (inctuding accrued interest)

t81,005

Governance and Management

The Charity is a Charitabte Unincorporated Association governed by a constitution dated 4th February 2005 and

registered with the Charity Commission

Trustee setection methods

Where peopte with required skitts are identified they are invited to attend Trustees meetings to observe how

business is conducted and a[[ow them to continue towards etection as a trustee if they so wish. When at Trustees'

meetings they attend as observers and do not have voting rights.

lf wishing to be etected as a Trustee a CV is circul"ated to at[ members before the next AGM and a free vote by

members conducted at the AGM.

The AGM papers circutated in advance inctude the invitation for any member to stand for election as a Trustee by

submitting a CV.

Existing members are activety encouraged to recruit new members and to propose anyone interested in becoming a

member and Trustee.

Reference and Administrative detaits

The Name of the Charity is The Friends of the Victoria Art Gattery

Registered Charity Number is 1108344

The Charity's principat address is

Bridge Street, Bath BA2 4AT

The Trustees during the year were:-

Dr Michel. Rowe Chairman

Mr John Ennor Treasurer

Mrs Sandra Le Marchant

Mrs Marian McNeir

Mr David Metcatfe

Dr Cathryn Spence

Mrs Lucia Thompson

Mrs Pam Twohig

Mrs Vivien Womerstey

Dectarations
The Trustees declare have approved the trustees' report above.

TrusteesSigned on

Signature

behatf of

Futt Name lt(r

Position
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@ CHARITY TOMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALTS

Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery Charity No
(if anv) 1108344

Annual accounts for the period

Period start date 01-Apr-23 To
Penoo eno

date 31-Mar-24

Statement of financial activitiesSection A

lncoming resources (Note 3)
Income and endowments from:

Donations and legacies

Charitable activities

Other tradi ng aclivities

lnvestments

Separate material item of income

Other

Total
Resources expended (Note 6)
Expenditure on:

Raising tunds

Charitable activities

Separate material item of expense

Other

Total

Net income/(expenditure) before investment
gains/(losses)
Net gains/(losses) on investments

Net income/(expenditure)
Extraordinary items
Transferc between funds
Other recognised gains/(losses):

Gains and losses on revaluation of fixed assets for the charity's own use

Other gains/(losses)

Net movement in funds

Reconciliation of funds:
Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

4,581 4,581 5,881

5,540 5,540 4,068

10,121 10,121 9,949

61,005 61,005 9,853

61,005 61,005 9,853

61,005 61,005 9,853

152,024 152,024 142,171
213,O29 213,029 152,024
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Unrestricted
funds

f
F01

Restricted
income
funds

E
F02

Endowment
funds

E
F03

Total funds
f

F04

Prior year
funds

E

F05

s01

s02

s03

s04

s05

s06

s07

s08

s09

s10

s11

s12

s13

s14

s15

s16

sl7

sl8
s19

JZU
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60,491 60,49'1 1 3,1 68
5,907 5,907 4,895

4,728 4,728 1,739

71,126 71,126 19,802

Recommended categories by
activity



Section B Balance sheet
ao
oz
oo
C
(Ep
:f(,

Unrestricted
funds

f
F01

Restricted
income
funds

€
FA2

Endowment
funds

€
F03

Totalthis
year
I

F04

Total last
year

€

F05Fixed assets
lntangible assets
Tangible assets
Heritage assets

lnvestments

(Note 15)
(Note 14)
(Note 16)

(Note 17)
Total fixed assefs

Current assets
Stocks (Note 18)

Debtors (Note 19)
lnvestments (Note 17.4)
Cash at bank and in hand (Note 24)

Total currenf assefs

Creditors: amounts falling due within
one year (Note 20)

N et c u rrent assets/(l i abi I ities)

fota, assefs less current liabilities

Creditors: amounts falling due after
one year (Note 20)
Provisions for liabilities

Total net assefs or liabilities
Funds of the Charity
Endowment funds (Note 27)

Restricted income funds (Note 27)

Unrestricted funds
Revaluation reserve

Total funds

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf of all
the trustees

2,750 2,750 2,240
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807

B08
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B'l 1

812

813
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Report to the trustees

On accounts for the year
ended

Set out on pages

Responsibilities and
basis of report

I nldepend*mt cxan:iner's
stmtement

Signed:

Name:

$n'rdepmndmrtt exaffilmer*$ rffipfirt ort the ecc&L{nt$

Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery

31st March 2024 Charity no
(if any)

1108344

1-2

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust') for the year ended 3110312424

As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011
("the Act").
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145{5Xb) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me
cause to believe that in, any material respect;

o the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130
of the Charities Act, or

o the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or
o the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement
that the accounts give a 'true and fair' view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Date 3 , 2f .r

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(if any):

CA{DuVrV BBUC* -

Ac.A

c2LC S1YL€ FhRtl, tCIt€, BZUT**I
$nro apJ"

Address:
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Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery       Trustees Report 2021 

Most small organisations such as ours have had a difficult year in all sorts of ways. 

For us the loss of access to the Gallery and to events has been the most trying aspect of the 

pandemic from the point of view of the Friends’ activities. The chance to talk about the exhibits 

and to share experiences of other exhibitions we have visited in the past has been blighted even 

although many of us have shared what we can on Zoom. 

Lectures on-line are something of a salvation and we are very glad for them but they lack the 

atmosphere and sense of occasion generated by going out and sensing the person to person 

delivery in a lovely environment such as we enjoy at the Victoria Art Gallery. 

It has been very rewarding to hear the responses from Friends to the images that have been sent 

out each week during lockdown. John Ennor has been an enormous help in sorting out my 

computer failings and my inability to see spelling mistakes. His idea to make the pictures up into 

booklets has reaped ample rewards for FOVAG funds. The first book is sold out and the second, 

rather larger, contains the remaining images up to the reopening date for the Gallery. We know 

that the images have been shared with families and friends and that booklets have been sent all 

over the country and even abroad which can only have raised the profile of the Gallery in public 

awareness which is one of FOVAG’S stated aims. 

I am grateful to all those who bought books and sent additional donations. 

Thanks are also due to Jim Riseley and Katharine Wall who, within the restrictions of furlough, 

have provided, when allowed, the measurements and sources of the artefacts which I know have 

added to people’s enjoyment of the commentaries. 

It has been a revealing exercise in terms of people’s growing understanding of the extent and 

range of the collection for which these members of staff are responsible. 

The Gallery lectures, when these were permissible, given by Jon Benington were much enjoyed 

by Friends and Gallery volunteers, and have helped Gallery income. Your committee was glad to 

be able help with ticketing and stewarding. 

Because we have cared for our funds most diligently there have been ample funds to enable us 

to assist the Gallery with its desired purchases, including conservation work and equipment 

during the lock down. There have been four purchases ranging from a Georgian enamel box to 

contemporary prints and most have been bought outright by the Friends because of the Council 

freeze on the budgets. The Treasurer’s report shows a total of £30,131 in Gallery support and 

that expenditure is detailed in the Annual Accounts. 

Monies have been set aside against a possible request for support for the purchase of a 

significant art work and to support a possible major development of the Gallery for which 

feasibility studies and a business plan have already been completed by BathNES council. This 

scheme awaits the availability of Council capital to enable a Lottery Bid to be constructed. 

 



All in all we have come out of this disaster for the nation remarkably well and your committee, 

to whom I am so grateful, have worked away at lining up talks and trips out to re-establish our 

way of life, to explore new ways of enjoying the collections and benefitting from the wonderful 

exhibitions that the Gallery hosts. 

Anna Dougherty has produced our Newsletters for many years but in the interest of economy 

during the lockdown Sally Buchan-Jones has brought that work in house. We are very grateful to 

Anna for her help over the years. 

I am sad to record the death of Barbara Humble one of your Trustees. She contributed greatly to 

research and to cataloguing the Ellis bequest and shared her knowledge of the art and antiques 

trade generously. 

Peter Gunning has resigned as Trustee as he has moved away from Bath and you all know of his 

outstanding contribution over many years as Treasurer and as Chairman of FOVAG. His 

generosity in allowing his office to provide secretarial support was boundless. 

Denis Gamberoni is retiring as of this AGM and his support at events, and his watercolour walks 

benefited us all. He has generously offered to continue to give us the benefit of his advice on his 

specialist field of British watercolours. 

Fiona Pollard has also stepped down after 5 years of tremendous help in modernising our 

approach to managing events and setting up our Zoom meetings so that the Trustees could more 

easily continue their business during lockdown. I am sure that she has changed our way of 

thinking about how we do what we do. Many of us have also enjoyed, to the full, the generous 

hospitality with which she and her husband have indulged us. 

I am very grateful to Marian McNeir and Sally Buchan-Jones for taking on the joint role of Events 

Chair and they have stepped in straight away and managed through the postponed events and 

started setting up other delightful future prospects.  

Two new Friends are standing for election to the committee of Trustees at the AGM and you will 

have seen their CVs and be aware that they have much to offer. We still seek a further committee 

member with a particular interest in how IT can best be used to further our aims. 

Despite the huge pressures under which they have been working this year Stephen Bird, head of 

Heritage Services and Jon Benington the Gallery Manager along with the other Gallery staff have 

continued to support us and we look forward to ongoing stimulating discussions and 

implementation of new plans in the coming year. 

Ladies and Gentlemen your support of the Gallery is highly prized by your committee, by Heritage 

Services and by the Gallery staff and we look forward to working productively together for 

another year. 

    

Chairman  FoVAG                          May 2021 



Trustees 

Trustees of the Charity during the year were as follows 

 

Dr Michael Rowe      Chairman 

Sally Jean Jones  

John William Ennor      Treasurer 

Denis Charles Pasquale Gamberoni 

Peter Gunning      Resigned September 2020 

Barbara Humble     Deceased December 2020 

Sandra Le Marchant 

Marian McNeir 

Hugh David Mortlock Pearce 

Fiona Ann Pollard  

Pam Twohig 

Alan Roger Wain-Heapy 

Vivien Womersley 
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