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The primary function of the Putson Community Association is the operation of Saxon Hall 
as a community facility, available for regular and one-off hire.


The Trustees met bi-monthly to discuss matters relating to the operation of the hall and 
the financial challenges facing the association arising from the increase in utilities 
charges. The Trustees felt that the actual costs of utilities must be met by the hirer, and 
that the hire charge just show a positive outturn, and not just cover costs. The increase in 
NMW is also to be borne in mind.


The Charity has expended significant resources on boiler maintenance and renewal - the 
Viessmann boilers that provide the large hall with heating were inoperable for a significant 
period in the winter, which led to increased costs due to the expense of new parts coming 
from Italy, and the hot air space heaters provided in order for users to continue using the 
hall.


The trustees approved an increase in hire charges, including a ‘flat-rate’ hire charge for 
parties, which were slightly under-priced compared with other similar facilities. 


A number of voids in the week were being actively promoted - the core users provide the 
regular income - eg Slimming World, NHS Diabetes Support, Stay and Play, Speed 
Awareness etc, but alone they do not cover the costs of staff pay and utilities.  


The trustees have benefitted from assistance for outdoor maintenance from the Veterans 
Support Group, led by Alan Joy, and Tony Pinwell, a Trustee does much outdoor work for 
the charity. Trustee Aubrey Oliver continues to manage the horticultural side of the site, 
including pruning and planting of a variety of perennial and annual species.
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