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The trustees present their report and financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2021. 
 
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the financial 
statements and comply with the Companies Act 2006 and Accounting and Reporting by Charities: The Statement of 
Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their financial statements in accordance with the Financial 
Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS102) (effective from 1 January 2019). 
 
Objectives and activities 
The charity's objective is to advocate for equality and diversity in cinema, on screen, behind the lens and across the wider industry. 
Specifically focusing on the role of women / non-binary persons in film and filmmaking and also to further any other similar 
purposes which are charitable in accordance with the law of England and Wales from time to time as the charity thinks fit. Core 
strategic objectives are listed as follows: 

1. Increase viewership of and enrich public conversation about films made by women and non-binary people. 
2. To spotlight, celebrate and create impact for films by women and non-binary people while building a community for those 

who make, show, release and watch them. 
3. Increase audience diversity by making the cinema experience safe, accessible, relevant and inclusive. 
4. Strive for equal access and opportunities within the film industry for women and non-binary people.  
5. Take an active stance against all forms of prejudice and discrimination. Continuously strive to be anti-ableist, anti-racist, 

and anti-transphobic organisation committed to bringing about change through campaigning and community building in 
cinema. 

There has been no change in these objectives during the year. 
 
Public benefit 
The trustees have paid due regard to guidance issued by the Charity Commission in deciding what activities the charity should 
undertake. 

Achievements and performance 
Despite the continued hardships the film exhibition industry is facing due to the Covid-
continued its charitable activities over 2020- -year organisational grant from the 

 track 
record of outstanding delivery of audience or industry facing activity, an in-depth understanding of UK film culture and excellence in 

 
field and an exemplar of good practice.  

ith two major strands of activity: 

1. Audience Facing Activity:   
a.  majority-

produces and hosts cinema events in 12 cities across the UK of new films by women. 3 cities have been added in 
2020-2021 to make the total 15. Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, which has seen UK cinemas closed for the 
majority of 2020, the Reclaim The Frame initiative was able to expand to Bristol, Cardiff and Nottingham during 
2020-2021 albeit on a reduced scale.   

b. Following receipt of funding from The National Lottery Community Fund, distributed by City Bridge Trust in 2020 
the charity has developed a community outreach programme to accompany the Reclaim The Frame project. 
Currently the community outreach project delivers free film watching experiences (limited to titles and 
filmmakers supported by the Reclaim The Frame project) to 300 people per month from London communities 
most affected by the Covid-19 pandemic. If additional funding is not secured beyond 31 March 2021 the 
community project will come to a pause in June 2021 and will restart upon receipt of renewed funding.  
 

2. king in 
distribution funded by UK industry body Screen Skills. The course, which has run for four consecutive years, was not able 
to take place across 2020-2021 due to the Covid-
course 
designed to professionally support women in distribution, exhibition and audience development roles. It has continued to 
run into 2021 with plans to extend to the end of the year. 
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 As of 
filing, the Board has finalised her replacement who started in September 2021 and who spent 
now four months in post. The Board and the team were excited to welcome Melanie Iredale, Deputy Director of Sheffield DocFest to 
the role and feel positive about a new era of leadership for the charity.  

Future Plans 
The Board has taken the view that despite the hardships of the Covid-19 pandemic the charity has successfully adapted its activities 
and remained active throughout the national lockdown. Furthermore as of March 2021, the charity has been making good progress 
in transitioning back to in-person, in-
both audiences and the industry therefore plans to continue its activities across the 2021-2022 period. The board understands the 
impact on the industry and are placing much focus on keeping the charity financially solvent, particularly focusing on additional 

 

Financial review 

Total income for the year was £302,776 (2020: £252,718). Total expenditure for the year was £274,039 (2020: £224,506). This 
resulted in net income for the period of £28,737 (2020: £28,212). 
 
Reserves Policy 
It is the policy of the charity that unrestricted funds which have not been designated for a specific use should be maintained at a 
level of £8,000. The trustees consider that reserves at this level will ensure that, in the event of a significant drop in funding, they 

s while consideration is given to ways in which additional funds may be raised. 
 

 
Risk 
The trustees have assessed the major risks to which the charity is exposed and are satisfied with the systems in place to mitigate 
exposure to the major risks. 

Structure, governance and management 
The charity is a company limited by guarantee and a registered charity governed by its memorandum and articles of association. The 
trustees, who are also the directors for the purpose of company law, and who served during the year and up to the date of 
signature of the financial statements were: 
 
E Amoroso (Resigned 6 May 2021) 
P J Buckingham 
S Budwal  
L Devlin 
S M Follows 
S Glover 
U Hasan 
K Muir  (Resigned 25 March 2021) 
J M Tandy 
A J Thompson 
 
As set out in the Articles of Association the Chair of the trustees is nominated by the trustees, who are elected annually by the 
members of the charity attending the Annual General Meeting and serve a term of 3 years. 
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-19 Global Pandemic:  
 

 
Our principal focus has been on building our online presence and remaining active virtually as the Covid-19 pandemic severely 
impacted cinema exhibition, resulting in the cancellation of all our in-
twelve months have been a notable success: the BFI award helped enable 35 online events with a total of 183,334 
views/admissions, or an average of 5,392 per event, in support of 26 specialised features and 5 short films from around the globe, 
representing a diverse cross-section of female and non-binary voices.  

During the few periods when cinemas were open we supported 18 feature titles with 168 in-cinema events. The majority of these 
-

recorded introductions and/or Q&As from the filmmakers, so that the cinemas c  

Over this year, the charity has been paying particular attention to accessibility. Hard of hearing captioning was provided for all our 
online events. We also continue to produce (and encourage/advocate for distributors to produce) HoH and Audio Described 
versions of films we promote for use on Video on Demand platforms. In total, we produced 35 HoH versions of events, feature films 
and trailers over the course of the year.  

It remains a challenging time for cinema in the UK and sector recovery will be slow due to large scale mandated cinema closures and 
subsequent lack of new releases. Though we have been in a privileged position as our core funding from the BFI remained secure, 
due to the pandemic the charity has struggled to meet some of its income targets for training grants and distributor fees. Spending 
remains controlled, measured and reduced with extra input and review from the Board. We have continued to take advantage of 
the furlough scheme while it remains in place and work closely with a fundraising consultant who assists us with grants and funds 
scoping and applications.  

I am particularly proud of our newest project developed over the pandemic to serve London communities most affected Covid-19. 
Through our outreach we established partnerships with 45 organisations across youth groups, foodbanks, councils, social groups, art 
organisations and student unions enabling free access to films by women and non-binary filmmakers in cinema and at home.  

 
Mia Bays   
Melanie Iredale -  
 
 

The trustees' report was approved by the Chair of the Board of Trustees. 
 

 
.............................. 
J H TANDY 
Chair 

Dated: ......................... 




















