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Report of the trustees for the year ended 31st March 2021 

 

The trustees present their report along with the financial statements of the charity for the 
year ended 31/03/2021. The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with 
the accounting policies set out on page 7 and comply with the charity’s trust deed and 

applicable law. 
 



Constitution and objects 

 

Clowns in the Sky is constituted under a trust deed dated 16 April 2004 and is a 
registered charity No. 1105195. 

 
Our aim is to bring a smile to the face of a child and their family, by providing distraction 
from their treatment. 

 
Clowns in the Sky offers discretionary support grants to enhance the quality of life for 

those who have been affected by childhood brain tumours. 
 
Organisation 

 
The trustees who have served during the year and since the year end are set out on page 1 

 
Trustees are appointed by the board of trustees and serve for up to five years after which 
period they may put themselves forward for re-appointment. The trustees meet annually 

but will when appropriate meet quarterly and monthly. 
 

Review of the activities and future developments 

 
The trustees are pleased with the success of the fundraising which has allowed us to meet 

our charitable objectives. During the year our focus has been on responding to the 
increased needs from the Hospitals during the Covid-19 Pandemic. We have successfully 

funded additional refills on our Activity and Sensory Trolleys throughout the UK whilst 
maintaining our aims and continuing to ensure the sustainability of the Charity 
 

The trustees met virtually (during the pandemic) throughout the year for decisions and 
discussions via email to approve Family Grants and new trolley locations. A formal on-

line meeting was held on 20th February 2021 with the main Agenda item being, how to 
ensure the longevity of the charity. The Trustees examined the role of the Founders and 
current Trustees. It was agreed that a new Trustee would be invited to join with a view of 

bringing fresh development and diversity, a short list was drawn up and we hope to 
welcome a new Trustee in 2021. 

 
1. Activity and Sensory trolleys. 

 

We now have 79 trolleys nationwide in hospital wards. 
£400 pays for a trolley in a hospital to be refilled for a year. 

 
2. Children's Entertainers. 

 

We provide children’s entertainers in partnership with another registered charity who 

specialise in providing entertainers to visit the children's bedsides in hospitals and know 
there is a huge demand. £50 pays for an entertainer's session in January 2020 we paid for 
168 sessions. The sessions were placed on hold during the pandemic this funding will be 

carried over to 2020/2022 when we anticipate these sessions will be reinstated. 
 



3. Grants to parents in financial need. 
 

In 2020/2021 we made 3 grants to families, of £500.00 each.  
 

 
4. Research. 

 

The understanding of brain cancer in children has improved significantly in recent years 

and modern treatment means that 7 out of 10 children can now survive for at least 5 
years.  We fund research in this area and believe that it will continue to yield practical 
results. We donated £4,000.00 to Research for 2020/2021. 

 
Trustees responsibilities in relation to the financial statements 

 

Charity law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year 
which give a true and review of the state of affairs of the charity at the year end and of its 

incoming resources and resources expanded during that year. In preparing those financial 
statements, the trustees are required to: 

 

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 
 

• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
 

• State whether applicable accounting standards and statements of 
recommended practice have been followed subject to any departures 

disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 
 

• Prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 
inappropriate to presume that the charity will continue in business. 

 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to 

ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 1993. They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable 

steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. We have fulfilled 
these obligations 
 

Voluntary help 

 

The trustees are very grateful to many volunteers who helped by carrying out fund-
raising on our behalf and giving administrative and practical support. 
 

Approved by the trustees and signed on their behalf by: 
 

 
Lynn Weston 

Co-Founder & Trustee 

17/04/2021 














