
 

 
 
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 
From    01.09.2023     To   31.08.2024                

Charity name:    Sandbach & District u3a 

Charity registration number:   1105144 

Objectives and Activities 
 
 SORP reference  
Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 The advancement of education and, in 
particular, the education of older people 
and those who are retired from full-time 
work by all means, including associated 
activities conducive to learning and 
personal development. 
 

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts. 

Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

Sandbach and District U3A is primarily set 
up to provide opportunities for people who 
are no longer in full-time employment to 
further their education and/or improve their 
skills and abilities in a wide range of 
subjects and activities. This is achieved 
mainly by the operation of subject or 
activity groups which meet at regular 
intervals and which are led by fellow 
members on a voluntary basis.  

Members benefit through their involvement 
in educational, creative and physical 
activities complemented by a healthy social 
environment. 
 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 All trustees have regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity Commission on 
public benefit.  

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 SORP reference  
Policy on grant making 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

Contribution made by 
volunteers 

 
 

 



 Para 1.38 

Other 
 

  

 
 
Achievements and Performance 
 
 SORP reference  
 
 
 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
 
 
Para 1.20 

The u3a is the largest membership 
organisation in our district. It provides a 
wide range of social, recreational and 
educational opportunities for members. 
These focus on a wide variety of activity 
groups, including geology, walking football 
and circus skills, that meet on a regular 
basis. There are also less frequent events, 
such as Members’ Mornings, visits to a 
range of venues, short holidays, coffee 
mornings and showcases. 
 
A major benefit of u3a is enjoying new 
interests and making friends in a relaxed 
environment. In recent research, our 
members reported amongst other things 
feeling supported in new communities 
when they moved house, learning new 
skills, feeling valued and enjoying life. 
 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
Achievements against 
objectives set 
 

 
 
Para 1.41 
 

 

Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 

 
 
Para 1.41 

 

Investment performance 
against objectives 
 

 
 
Para 1.41 

 

Other 
 

  

 
  



Financial Review 
 
Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21 The charity is in a healthy financial position, 
with substantial reserves that are in line 
with our policy on reserves. 
 

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 We aim to maintain financial reserves at 
least half the total annual venue costs and 
no more than half the total annual 
expenditure to cover any sudden increases 
in expenditure.   

Funds above a basic working amount are 
transferred temporarily from a current 
account to a deposit account.  

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £36110 on 31st August 2024 
 

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22  

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24  

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23 There are no obvious uncertainties about 
the charity continuing as a going concern. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  

 
 
 
Para 1.47 

Our funds come from membership 
subscriptions and group attendance fees.  

 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 
 

 
 
Para 1.46 

 

A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 

 
 
Para 1.46 

 

Other 
 

  

 
  



Structure, Governance and Management 
 
Description of charity’s 
trusts: 

  

Type of governing document  
(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 1.25 
 

Constitution 

How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

Para 1.25 Member of the Third Age Trust as an 
Unincorporated Association 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 

Para 1.25 All trustees are elected annually as trustees 
by members of the charity at an AGM, with 
up to two additional trustees co-opted by 
elected trustees. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

 

The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 
 

 
 
Para 1.51 

The Sandbach and District University of the 
Third Age (u3a) is part of a national and 
international voluntary movement which is 
supported by The Third Age Trust. 

 
Relationship with any 
related parties 
 

 
Para 1.51 

 

Other 
 

  

 
Reference and Administrative details 
 
Charity name Sandbach and District u3a 

 
Other name the charity uses N/A 

 
Registered charity number 1105144 

 
Charity’s principal address c/o Sandbach Library 

The Commons 
Sandbach 
CW11 1FJ 

  
 
  



 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Linda Bilsborrow Chair From 04.03.2024  
2 Ken Talbot Vice Chair From 04.03.2024  
3 Stuart Naylor Secretary From 04.03.2024  
4 Keith Saywell Treasurer   
5 Alan Casey    
6 Paula ReillyCooper    
7 Barrie Hacking    
8 Alice Holmes    
9 Kate Ashcroft    

10 Moira Egan    
11 Jenny Haines    
12 Linda Williams    
13     
14     
15     
16     
17     
18     
19     
20     

 
 
Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 

Director name   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 
 

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year  
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 
  



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 
 

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 
 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own 
assets 
 

 

 
Additional information (optional) 

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 
 

 
Exemptions from disclosure 
 
Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 
 

 

Other optional information 
 
 

 
  



Declarations 
 

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) Stuart Naylor Linda Bilsborrow 

Full name(s) Stuart Naylor Linda Bilsborrow 

    Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

Secretary Chair 

 
Date  4 May 2025  

 

 



Income & Expenditure Statement

Line Notes
Social 

Activities
Total

Social 

Activities
Total

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

1 Membership Subscriptions 15 745 82 15 745 82 15 468 00 15 468 00

2 Activity Fees - Regular Groups 34 481 55 34 481 55 37 705 20 37 705 20

3 Activity Fees - Paid Instructor Groups 35 063 50 35 063 50 34 543 40 34 543 40

Outings, Trips & Social Activities

4 Receipts from members A 14 803 00 14 803 00 19 557 75 19 557 75

5 Refunds from venues

6 Gift Aid 2 144 68 0 00 2 144 68 2 088 77 0 00 2 088 77

Other Income

7 Miscellaneous D 2 989 82 0 00 10 00 0 00 0 00

8 Bank Compensation & Interest 571 15 0 00 316 58 0 00 0 00

3 560 97 3 560 97 326 58 326 58

9 Total Income 90 996 52 14 803 00 105 799 52 90 131 95 19 557 75 109 689 70

Expenditure

Third Age Trust

10 Membership Subscription B 2 190 00 5 092 00

TAT Copyright 54 72 60 00

11 Quarterly Magazine B 1 440 00 3 063 60

3 684 72 3 684 72 8 215 60 8 215 60

Regular Groups

12 Activities 1 408 70 1 517 49

13 Venues 37 390 08 37 487 69

38 798 78 38 798 78 39 005 18 39 005 18

Paid Instructor Groups

14 Instructors 18 142 50 17 897 50

15 Venues 9 450 00 10 501 00

27 592 50 27 592 50 28 398 50 28 398 50

Outings, Trips & Social Activities

16 Social Trip Costs 16 099 85 16 929 65

17 Event Costs 2 875 99 3 685 90

18 975 84 20 615 55

18 Equipment 127 74 127 74 861 29 861 29

19 Administration C 4 754 23 4 754 23 2 153 18 0 00 2 153 18

Other

20 SWISH website 1 020 00 1 020 00

21 Web-hosting 137 26 158 90

22 Paypal charges 1 143 22 974 08

2 300 48 2 300 48 2 152 98 2 152 98

24 Total Expenditure 72 504 22 23 730 07 96 234 29 80 786 73 20 615 55 101 402 28

25 Net Income/Expenditure 18 492 30 8 927 07 9 565 23 9 345 22 1 057 80 8 287 42

Notes to the Income & Expenditure Statement

A , B

C

D This includes the £2000 legacy that was earmarked for the anniversary celebration and brought forward from the previous year.

Additional expenditure incurred in the year: 25th Anniversary Celebrations; Group Leaders' meetings; and purchase of an additional Zettle card reader for members 

card payments.

2022/23

Main Activities Main Activities

The U3a accounts are produced in accordance with the accrual concept, where expenditure on an item 

is shown in the year incurred, rather than depreciating over a number of years.

Sandbach & District University of the Third Age
Charity No: 110544

Annual Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2024

Income

2023/24



Line Notes £ £ £ £

A

Current Assets

Debtors:

1 Prepaid Venue Expense 539 70 317 33

2 Prepaid Group Expense

Prepaid Admin D 5 084 00 720 00

3 Prepaid Social Expense D 1 248 50

4 Prepaid Copyright Licence

5 Prepaid PayPal Charges 423 69 211 22

7 295 89 1 248 55

6 Cash at Bank & In Hand B 41 832 17 42 407 94

7 Total Current Assets 49 128 06 43 656 49

Current Liabilities Falling Due Within One Year

8 Subscriptions prepaid for 2023/24 C 6 858 00 12 555 82

9 Outings, Trips & Activities Prepaid for 2023/24 2 253 06 2 000 00

10 Venue Fees Accrued 469 00 1 654 00

11 PT Tutor Accrual 870 00 651 50

12 Prepaid Regular Groups D 1 429 60

13 Prepaid Tutor Groups D 1 050 00

14 Social Trip Refund Cheques to be Banked

15 Group Speaker Accruals

16 Administration Expenses to be Paid 88 00 250 00

17 Total Current Liabilities 13 017 66 17 111 32

18 Total Current Assets Less Total Current Liabilities 36 110 40 26 545 17

Funded By

19 Balance Brought Forward 26 545 17 18 257 75

20 Net Income / (Expenditure) in Year 9 565 23 8 287 42

21 Balance Carried Forward 36 110 40 26 545 17

Notes to the Balance Sheet

A

B

C

D

Examined By: Signed By:

Andrew Sparkes, Independent Examiner Linda Bilsborrow, Chair

Date: Date:

 

A

Sandbach & District University of the Third Age
Charity No: 110544

Balance Sheet as at 31st August 2024

2023/24 2022/23

Fixed Assets

Creditors:

General Reserve:

Fixed Assets are treated as expenses and charged within the year of acquisition

Cash includes cash at bank and PayPal payments received.  All funds are designated as "Unrestricted"

Reflects the reduction in subscriptions to £6.00

The U3a accounts are produced in accordance with the accrual concept, where expenditure on an item is shown in the year incurred, 

rather than depreciating over a number of years.



Analytical comparison of account
A B C = A - B

Income Expenditure Net Inc/(Exp) Income Expenditure Net Inc/(Exp)
Net Inc/(Exp) 

Change

General £ £ £ General £ £ £ £

Membership 15 746         Third Age Trust 3 685           Membership 15 468         Third Age Trust 8 216           

Gift Aid 2 145           Admin 4 754           Gift Aid 2 089           Admin 2 153           

Equipment 128              Equipment 861              

Other 3 561           Other 2 300           Other 327              Other 2 153           

21 451         10 867         10 584              17 883         13 383         4 500                6 084

Regular Groups 32 790         38 799         -6 009 Regular Groups 35 327         39 005         -3 678 -2 331 

Non Venue Groups 1 692           1 692 Non Venue Groups 2 378           2 378 -686 

Paid Instructor Groups 35 064         27 593         7 471 Paid Instructor Groups 34 543         28 399         6 145 1 326

Other Events 2 876           -2 876 Other Events 3 686           -3 686 810

Outings etc 14 803         16 100         -1 297 Outings etc 19 558         16 930         2 628 -3 925 

Total 105 800       96 234         9 565 Total 109 690       101 402       8 287 1 278

2023/24 2022/23




















