
Sturminster Newton Community Learning Centre 

Trustees Report Year ending August 2023 

Chairmans Report 

Sturminster Newton Community Learning Centre continues to serve the town, local villages and 

wider North Dorset with technology assistance on computers, tablets, smartphones etc. The 

assistance takes the form of use of equipment, demonstration equipment, problem solving, advice 

and formal and informal learning. 

The centre remains open 3 sessions a week for drop-in and for appointments made via Dorset Digital 

Champions. 

There were 584 visits in the year by approx. 270 different clients including 90 first visits. 

Use of the centre is broadly stable as are finances. We expect to gradually call on reserves as more 

people have computer literate friends/neighbours to turn to in the first instance which will reduce 

donations. 

The Learning Centre produces the town’s bi-monthly newsletter as an additional community service. 

Printed copies are funded by the Town Council. 

We are part of “Good Things Foundation’s” On-Line Centres and Dorset Council’s Digital Champions. 

We are part of the National Databank Scheme and can provide Vodafone, O2 and Three loaded SIMs 

to qualifying residents. 

We have 7 Volunteer Trustee Helpers and 4 further helpers we can call upon. 

Treasurers Report 

As can be seen from the Receipts and Payments Accounts our income for this year was almost 

identical to 2022. Our payments rose by almost £500 which meant that overall we made a loss of 

£432. We are a charity and our funds go up and down over the years. This is normal and as long as 

we have available funds to continue our work then we will continue. 

Our income from donations rose over the year as did sales and Gift Aid claims. Interest rates began 

to rise again and that produced £130. 

Our expenses also rose as we bought a laptop and a mini PC for the centre. 

Our balance sheet shows we have nearly £13,000 in reserve which shows that we are in a healthy 

financial state. 

Thanks go to Maurice for examining these accounts. 
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