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SUNNYSIDE HALL, RUSTHALL
England & Wales · Charity number 1101737

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Charitable company

Company number 04774580

Registered 2004-01-26

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Sunnyside Hall
Rusthall Road
Tunbridge Wells
TN4 8RA

Phone 01892 521474

Email enquiries@sunnysidehall.org.uk

Website https://www.sunnysidehall.org.uk/

Activities

Objects: THE PROVISION OF PROPERTY HELD ON TRUST FOR THE PURPOSES OF A VILLAGE HALL
FOR THE USE OF THE INHABITANTS OF SUCH AREA ADJOINING THE PARISH OF RUSTHALL AS
DETERMINED FROM TIME TO TIME BY THE CHARITY IN THE COUNTY OF KENT WITHOUT
DISTINCTION OF POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS OR OTHER OPINIONS, INCLUDED USE FOR MEETINGS,
LECTURES AND CLASSES AND FOR OTHER FORMS OF RECREATION OR LEISURE TIME
OCCUPATION WITH THE OBJECT OF IMPROVING THE CONDITIONS OF LIFE FOR THE SAID
INHABITANTS.

Activities: We provide a community building for hire which is currently used by a nursery, Scouts,a pilates
class, a keep fit class, Christenings and children's birthday parties.

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: Recreation

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1101737
https://find-and-update.company-information.service.gov.uk/company/04774580
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1101737
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Geography

• Area of benefit: RUSTHALL, KENT

• Kent

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-05-31 £32,170 £15,384 - -

2024-05-31 £31,932 £47,599 - -

2023-05-31 £22,257 £23,613 - -

2022-05-31 £28,259 £13,465 - -

2021-05-31 £29,458 £8,620 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

EUGENE GARDNER

Rachel Gough 2024-09-17

Rev Ronald Ernest Nathan Williams 2013-11-12
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  Trustees’ Annual Report  

For year ended 31st May 2025 

Board of Trustees:  
Chair - Eugene Gardner (Appointed 31 March 2008) 

Other Trustees:  
1) Toby Odone (appointed 23 October 2018) 
2) Rachel Gough (co-opted 17 September 2024) 
3) Ronnie Williams (appointed 23 July 2023) 
4) Phil Winter (appointed 27 may 2015) 
5) Barrie Stringer (appointed 31 October 2017) 

 

Independent examiner: Kate Metcalfe, Wadhurst  
 

1. Structure, Governance, and Management 

Sunnyside Hall is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered with Companies 
House (Company Number: 04774580) and the Charity Commission (Charity Number: 
1101737). The hall is governed by its Memorandum and Articles of Association. 

Trustees are appointed in accordance with the governing document. During the year, 
Trustees met, largely virtually, to oversee hall management, activities, and finances. New 
Trustees receive induction and guidance on their legal responsibilities. 

2. Objectives and Activities 

The objects of the charity are to provide a hall and facilities for use by the local community 
for educational, recreational, and social activities. 

During the year, the hall supported a wide range of community activities, including sports, 
cultural events, and private hires, with a focus on inclusivity and accessibility. 

3. Achievements and Performance 

• Keyholder and Security: No Trustees were willing to act as keyholder at the start of 
the year. While most Trustees’ decisions were unrelated to the absence of CCTV, the 
minority who voted to retain CCTV protection considered it unfair to assume the role 
without wider support. 



• CCTV Incident: Six weeks after internal CCTV was disabled, a child was involved in a 
car park accident. CCTV evidence was requested, and the matter proceeded without 
Trustee involvement. 

• Sports Activities: Trustees established a “pay and play” racket-sports group, running 
badminton and pickleball sessions every Friday. The initiative grew in popularity, 
quickly recouping the initial equipment costs. 

• Facilities Improvements: External storage was consolidated into a new internal 
store, freeing the rear area for potential development, including a secure children’s 
play area. A stray bush was removed from the front lawn, enlarging the grassed area 
for bouncy castles and croquet as part of hall hire. The installation of a permanent 
canopy over the entrance was approved, with work scheduled for the new financial 
year. 

4. Financial Review0 

The trustees report a positive outcome for the year with net gain of £16,786 (Gain of 
£17,948 in 2024) over all funds. All the charity assets were employed in pursuing the 
charitable objects of the charity. More detailed information is set out on the following 
pages.  The accountancy basis has changed from Receipts and Payments to Accruals 
whereby assets have been moved into the accounts as per the financials below and the 
previous year reinstated due to this. 

The hall’s finances, previously managed via spreadsheet, were migrated to an online 
subscription-based accounting system to handle increased usage more effectively. The 
financial position remains sound, with income sufficient to cover ongoing expenses and 
minor improvements. 

As the year closed, our long-serving independent financial inspector, Kate Metcalfe, stepped 
down after 13 years of invaluable service. 

5. Risk Management 

Trustees regularly review principal risks, including health and safety, safeguarding, financial 
management, and property security. Measures are in place to mitigate these risks, such as 
maintaining insurance coverage, implementing safety policies, and monitoring financial 
controls. 

6. Plans for the Future 

Trustees plan to develop the rear area for community use, potentially including a secure 
children’s play area. The permanent canopy installation will commence, and ongoing 
improvements will continue to support hall users. 

7. Trustees 

During the year, Trustees Phil Winter and Barrie Stringer stepped down. We welcomed 
Rachel Gough to the hall management team. Trustees remain committed to ensuring the 
hall continues to serve the community effectively. 



8. Acknowledgements 

The Trustees thank all volunteers, hall users, and supporters whose contributions make 
Sunnyside Hall a vibrant community resource. 

 

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

The trustees (who are also directors of Sunnyside Hall for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for preparing the trustees’ report and the financial statements in accordance 
with the United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted 
Accounting Practice) and applicable law and regulations.  

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year. 
Under company law, the Trustees must not approve the financial statements unless they 
are satisfied that they give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable 
company and of the incoming resources and application of resources, including the income 
and expenditure, of the charitable company for that period.  In preparing these financial 
statements, the Trustees are required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;  

• observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;  

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 

• state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any 

material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; and  

• prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate 

to presume that the charity will continue in business. 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to 
ensure that the financial statements comply With the Charities Act 2011, the Charities 
Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008, and the provisions of the constitution. The 
trustees are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking 
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and 
financial information Included on the charitable company's website. Legislation governing 
the preparation and dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in 
other jurisdictions. 

This report was approved by the Trustees, on 30th September 2025 and signed on their 
behalf by: 

 

 

Eugene Gardner 
Chair of the Board of Trustees 
Date: 30th September 2025 
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  Trustees’ Annual Report 2024 

Our hall continued to thrive for much of the past year: every one of the independent 
reviews from hirers gave 5* compliments that concentrated on the new lighting console, 
sound system and cleanliness of the hall.  The first full year of operation of the solar panels 
and battery storage saw a reduction in energy costs of 55% despite continued price 
increases per unit consumed. 

In the previous year the Repair Café was formed, and this year saw it flourish, although 
extra volunteers are always welcome.  In June Eugene Gardner attended the village fete 
with a promotional display of the hall and sponsored groups run by him with Toby Odone: 
Repair Café, Table Tennis, and Community Cinema.  In May we formed a regular badminton 
and pickleball group which occupy the hall for two hours each Friday.  Early signs are that 
this will be a popular event. 

At the end of the calendar year we said goodbye and thanks to Trustee Kevin Powley who 
was one of our founding Trustees and a long-term representative of the Scouts on our 
board.  

After a long but ultimately successful fund-raising campaign, in February we were in a 
position to begin building the extension that would replace most of the external storage 
sheds. This was completed just 7 weeks later ahead of schedule and at the budgeted price.  
The rear external space was then ready to be turned into an attractive and safe recreation 
area for families and children. 

On 22nd April the Trustees held a meeting where it was decided that the hall’s only internal 
CCTV camera was to be disabled at all times when the hall was in use.  The concern was one 
of privacy and an absence of signage.  Eugene was the only dissenter from the majority 
view, saying that it was an essential tool for helping the keyholder ensure that the Terms of 
Hire were complied with, offered protection to vulnerable people enabling substantiation of 
allegations, and as a deterrent against bad acts.     

At the same time remote access to the external CCTV was removed from Eugene.  That was 
the only place where hall entry security code use was logged and where the ability to 
set/unset and receive alarms was possible. 

Eugene, who held an enhanced level DBS certificate and had been the keyholder for 50 of 
the year’s 56 events (excluding Trustees’ private hall use) then stood down from the 
keyholder role.  There being no other Trustees willing to take on the role, weekend children’s 
parties were then discontinued for local families. Income from weekend hall hires to that 
point was £4,548. 
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  Trustees’ Annual Report 2022 

As the country emerged gradually from the covid pandemic the Trustees of the Sunnyside Hall 

have been active in making sure the hall thrives and moves forward from the impact of 

lockdown and all of the problems it presented. As restrictions were gradually lifted the trustees 

worked to ensure the hall users including the established groups and clubs were able to begin 

activities with new routines and facilities in place to help provide a covid safe environment for 

their safety and security. 

The popularity of the hall has grown with bookings recovering quickly and a return to pre-Covid 

levels of hire income. Demand for the hall set to increase with children’s parties in particular, 

especially with space inside and outside for hired play equipment such as bouncy castles. 

The Trustees also hope to introduce capacity for other regular groups such as a planned 

monthly repair cafe which will provide a general repair service for household items for the local 

community, it is hoped this will also help provide a solution for less waste and more savings in 

this period of high cost of living and inflation. 

 The children’s pre-school group is back in residence with regular hours throughout the week. 

The hall also provides a valued base for the Rusthall scout group including scouts, cub scouts 

and beaver scouts. 

Other groups include the successful and popular Community Cinema meeting once a fortnight 

with a full programme of top box office films thought the year, this is a very well supported 

group with good publicity in printed and online programme form. This self-funding charity is 

equipped with state-of-the-art projection and sound systems providing a high-quality cinema 

experience. 

For the energetic, Zumba and dance fitness groups meet every week and a self-funded table 

tennis group meet twice a week and has been so well supported that a 4th professional table 

tennis table has recently been purchased to fulfil the demand.  

The Trustees have also successfully applied to Sport England for a grant to purchase a full-sized 

badminton mat which is hoped to be in use in late 2022 for games at the hall. 

During the lockdown period Sunnyside Hall received welcome support from the local council 

Covid grant fund and has been able to use funds to introduce some measures to improve the 

comfort of users and minimise potential problems with air quality especially with sporting 

activities and larger audiences using the hall such as the Community Cinema. 

As a covid precaution for now and for the future, it is widely recommended to improve 

ventilation in public areas. To achieve this for the Hall, four electronically controlled high-



capacity extract/intake fans were installed to achieve an efficient change of air, important 

when larger groups are meeting. 

With the growth and popularity of the hall activities the Trustees will seek planning permission 

for an extension to the rear elevation of the hall for secure storage of equipment and furniture 

currently stored in temporary sheds. 

Finance has been a concern especially as the hall energy costs have doubled over the past year. 

Bookings and income are reasonably healthy: we hosted 61 weekend parties this year,   but the 

trustees have been keen to look at ways to mitigate the rising costs of energy. 

One clear solution to this is in the area of renewable solar energy. The trustees will look at the 

various solar panel options available including systems with battery storage and systems that 

feed into the grid for extra savings. 

Finally, the Trustees were pleased with part funding from the British Heart Foundation to install 
a defibrillator in the previous year, and note that this was passed on to emergency callers to 
999 on 4 occasions.  A clear sign that this is of value to the community. 
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  Trustees’ Annual Report 2021     
 

Hall usage 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic continued to impact hall usage through the year to May 31 2021. But 

in line with the UK government’s 4 stage programme to lift restrictions activity has pretty 

much returned to normal since the end of the financial year. 

 

While revenues from hire charges were a little lower in the year ended May 31 2021 (see 

annual accounts) overall revenues were well above 2020 levels thanks to a government Covid 

grant. 

 

Expenditure was also sharply lower and as a result the Hall has almost doubled its reserves. 

 

Play Place pre-school nursery was the biggest user of the hall during the year, providing a vital 

service in the community. In contrast Rusthall Community Cinema was in the dark for most of 

the year.  

 

As the government eased Covid-related restrictions, regular users have gradually returned. 

These include the Rusthall Community Cinema, the table tennis club, the Yoga group, and 

Karate and Kickboxing groups. 

 

Some of the big ticket expenditures for the year included overhaul of the hall’s lighting, a new 

entrance ramp for wheelchair users and a third table tennis table to enable the club to expand. 

 

Since the end of the financial year a new ventilation  system has been installed following a 

Covid-related risk assessment. This should help make the hall safer from a Covid-perespective 

for indoor activities. And fluorescent tube lighting has been replaced with more energy-

efficient, environmentally friendly LED lighting to lower running costs and help the planet. 

 

 

Building Extension 
 

Planning Permission remains valid until April 2022 but progress in gaining funding remains 

stalled as none of the Trustees have found time to pursue this.  
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