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Despite the continued problems with the Covid Pandemic, with restriction and lockdowns in the past year it has
been possible with the continued easing of the restrictions to get the Recreation Facility back running as normal as
possible. With the Football Club and the Cricket able to carry out fixtures and the Judo Club restarting sessions
during the year. Also, the Recreation Field and the outdoor facilities have been well used by the people of South
Brent, not only walking dogs and families, but use of the tennis courts, skate park, BMX track and the Adventure
Play area have all been well used. The Table Tennis has now restarted in the hall weekly. There was an outside
Pantomime outside in August, this was sponsored by the Parish Council and was a huge success with about 300
people attending. We unfortunately lost the Fitness Club, run by Stuart, during the year due to falling numbers, we
wish Stuart best wishes for his future projects.

Joi Plumbly and her partner Steve requested and organised a Village Market, to be held on a Sunday in the Tennis
Courts, the first market was held in September and again in October, both of which were successful. There was a
Christmas Market held in December that had a promising start but was completely disrupted by the strong wind that
sprang up. The Market started again in April, and it is hoped to run monthly during the Summer and Autumn. The
running of Market brings many people who may not go to Recreation Ground. Many thanks to Jo and Steve for their
efforts to organise the market, and to Avril Kelly and Mary Bradford who have served up coffee, teas and bacon
rolls from the Pavilion kitchen during the market and to all the Stall holders who attended.

There has also been a Sweeny Toddlers for pre-school children that is run once a week in the Pavilion and despite
the change of supervisor, it is continuing on a weekly basis.

From January the Parish Council now use the Pavilion Hall for all their meetings. The Association is grateful to the
Parish Council in continuing to take responsibility for insuring the pavilion and outdoor equipment. Our insurance
responsibility only requires us to cover contents of the pavilion. Public Liability insurance is covered under both
policies. This continues to be a great help in controlling the cost of the insurance, it is hoped the Parish Council will
continue this support in the future.

Dog poo on the field has improved, with little evidence of poo in the past months, the poo bins are well used, and
this has helped with the problem, it seems that some older dog walkers are checking the area in their early morning
walk and picking up any poo and other rubbish found, the Association is most grateful for all their efforts. The litter
bins continue to be well used and are being emptied twice a week, or as necessary if over full. However, after 30
years of taking the Recreation Field rubbish being taken away, we now have to pay for it to be taken away and is
now charged at £ 2.50 per green bag. To keep the number of bags for collection down, the rubbish is sorted on a
daily basis to remove all bottles, cans and large cardboard which are re-cycled through the normal system.

As ever there was always problems and repairs to be carried out, the Adventure Play Area had some extensive
repairs carried out and 11 tonnes of sand was replaced in the sandpits. The damaged wood cladding in the Tennis
Courts was replaced and the gate adjusted to only open fully outwards

A tarmac ramp was installed at the Heather Park entrance, this has made the  entrance safer to use and looks a lot
tidier. The project was organised by the Parish Council. The cost of the ramps was met by grants from Dartmoor
National Park,  Parish Council, County all of which we are most grateful.



A defibrillator was purchased and fitted at the Pavilion’s front door, along with CCTV for security, this was enabled
by grants from South Brent Football Club, Parish Council, Cricket Club, Bingo members, Judo and some funds from
the Recreation Association.
Keeping the general area of the Pavilion and the Car Park area, cutting back the grass and keeping the area tidy,
continues to be a problem, although the Association are happy to employ somebody part time it has not been
possible to get anybody to take up the challenge.

The cleaning of the inside of the Pavilion continues to be carried out by Devon Cleaning.

Along with the grants from the South Hams, Anne Nicholls has continued to apply for various grants for particularly
the footpath round the field, there has been some successes. It is hoped that a start will be made on extending the
footpath from the Adventure Play Area towards the Heather Park entrance ramp in the coming year. This is to spend
the grants that we have already received or promised particularly with inflation starting to rise the cost of doing the
work is also rising.

The Monthly lottery continues with some 40 members, many thanks to Geraldine who now organises and runs the
lottery.

Many thanks to Denise Quayle and helpers who regularly pick-up rubbish and alert us to problems. Many thanks to
all the committee members for turning up at the meetings. A big thank you must go to Anne Nicholls for all her
work not only as the Treasurer but in getting most of the events and other things organised at the Recreation Field.

Finally, although sometimes it seems we are banging are heads against a brick wall in running the facilities at
Palstone Park in these difficult times, we must not forget that this is as good a Recreation Field as anywhere in
South Devon, if not Devon, and for which we should still be rightly proud.

Treasurer’s Note We are most grateful to the time, knowledge and commitment our Chairman Peter Kelly has
given to the Rec. Tirelessly sorting and emptying rubbish on a daily basis, sorting out lighting and all other
problems at the Rec as well as his long experience and knowledge of all things to do with the Rec. It can’t be
understated that all his efforts make the Rec what it is today, We are all grateful as well for his efficient
handling of our meetings so we cover lots of areas in a short space of time without lots of rambling.

THANK YOU PETER
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