
The Friendship Café Trustees’ Annual Report 2020/2021 

(Including St James City Farm and Riding School) 

The Friendship Café aims to provide social, educational and recreational facilities to 

people in Gloucester in accordance with the Memorandum and Articles of 

Association, as updated on 16th December 2014 and this report intends to give a 

glimpse of how these objectives have been achieved. 

Reyaz Limalia - Chairman 

Mohammed Junaid Ghanti - Treasurer 

Mahmoud M Patel, MBE (resigned 03.12.2020) 

Richard Cor eld 

Haroon Kadodia 

Jenny Kadodia (resigned 30.09.2021) 

Firoza Shaikh  

This report has been produced as the summary of the financial year 2020-21. 

Independently examined accounts for each year are available on request or via the 

Charities Commission website. 

A quarterly newsletter is available to anyone who subscribes via 

editor@thefriendshipcafe.com  

Annual Report compiled Imran Atcha, (Coordinator) on behalf of the Trustees. 

 

We thank all the volunteers – whatever your role –whether it’s painting or mucking 

out or taking out the rabbits to pet –in boiling hot weather, freezing snow, pouring 

rain. The minibus drivers, coaches, the tuck shop workers, the parents who help 

out at events, the young people or students on work experience, the English 

teachers or general helpers. Our staff and volunteers go above and beyond the 

call of duty. 

Nothing would be possible without their active support. It’s been another very 

difficult year navigating our way through the unpredictable covid climate but thanks 

to your support, we have still managed to operate both our venues and be of benefit 

to our communities. 

mailto:editor@thefriendshipcafe.com


Many of the achievements will have been reported in the ‘Café Newsletter’ which is 

available via https://thefriendshipcafe.com/activities-2/ , but some of the key 

highlights have been: 

- Working with different voluntary and statuary organisations to be the 

headquarters for preparation and delivery of over 25’000 cooked meals, 

establishing a temporary food bank and being the covid testing and vaccinations 

centre for the area; 

- During lockdown, whilst the city farm was closed to the public, we still arranged 

for the staff at a refuge and local primary school to collect our small animals and 

we made small videos so that the most vulnerable children would still benefit 

from the animals we keep. 

- Recruited new staff to develop the youth work and so far have run over 25 

outdoor activities and events. We also ran  parallel programmes specifically for 

women, ranging from learning to cycle to having days out in the countryside to 

informal health and wellbeing learning sessions; 

- Continued with teaching children to learn to care and ride ponies at our 

subsidised prices starting at £2.50 as well as developing new volunteering 

opportunities which has helped young people gain access to college, university 

and employment opportunities. Scores of young people have fed back to say that 

the Friendship Café/City Farm experience helped them get their foot in the door 

to new opportunities. 

- We had several regional and national TV features this year, including GMTV, ITV 

News, CBBC, the BBC and in numerous horse magazines. We also hosted a visit 

by HRH Princess Anne who visited both sites in April 2021 and gave presentations 

to local and national events including at the National Equine Forum. 

As we hopefully emerge from the pandemic, over the next 12 months we plan to 

continue but develop the following: 

- Establish a women’s only gym; 

- Repair the city farm roof so that we can establish a small café/waiting 

area/learning space; 

- Numerous improvements to the physical layout of the farm, including better 

pathways and a dedicated petting area and also include new animals on a 

permanent or temporary basis (donkeys/peacocks/alpacas); 

- More visits by specialist experts introducing new skills and crafts (e.g. wool 

spinning, showjumping demos in order to broaden experiences and aspirations; 

- Develop our links and benefit from the facilities of local equine and farming 

venues (Hartpury College, Royal Agricultural University and Cheltenham 

Racecourse); 

https://thefriendshipcafe.com/activities-2/


- Develop our community coffee shop, including running a programme whereby 

we will have volunteers teaching English through cookery classes 

https://www.migrateful.org/  

 

This year’s report could not be as comprehensive or colourful as previous years 

due to staff and volunteer shortages caused by the pandemic, but most activities 

are regularly updated in the newsletter and through the various facebook, 

Instagram pages and our own you tube channel. 

 

Imran Atcha, Coordinator on behalf of the Trustees. January 13th, 2022 
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