
Trustees’ report year ending 31 December 2024 

Annual review    2024 was Bath Minerva’s 30th year as a choir and we can’t think of a year where we 
have better exemplified our stated purpose as a choir. It included two extra-ordinary concerts of 
classical choral repertoire last spring and at Christmas, our first-overseas choir trip to Stockholm, the 
exploration of a key modern choral composer, Eric Whitaker, in our summer workshop and, arguably 
the icing on our 30th birthday cake, singing the glorious Messiah as part of combined choirs to a 
packed Albert Hall as part of the BBC Choral Prom on 7 September which received rave reviews from 
the national media and music press.  

The year started with Bach’s St John Passion in the Abbey, which was a high point in our anniversary 
year, but also our 30-year concert programme. Esteemed tenor James Gilchrist, our soloist for the 
concert was so impressed with our performance, he agreed to be our Patron- the start of an exciting 
relationship.  

Our 30th year also saw our first overseas singing tour to Stockholm where we enjoyed Scandinavian 
hospitality and the delights of Stockholm and had the privilege to share both English and 
Scandinavian repertoire with our audience in the historic and stunning beautiful Katarina Kyrka, It 
was a resounding success and the Committee is already exploring further Minerva tour ideas, initially 
for the UK. 

Our summer Whitacre workshop was our best attended to date with a notable number of guest 
singers reflecting not only the popularity of Whitacre’s music but also the tremendous depth and 
passion of his writing technique.  

The opportunity to sing in a BBC Prom is a dream for any performer and we have Gavin to thank for 
this extraordinary opportunity. Who would have thought that Minerva, a ‘Proms debut ensemble’ 
would have such an opportunity? Not only the live performance to the 5,000+ audience, but also a 
live broadcast to millions and the opportunity to hear it on BBC Sounds for weeks afterwards and 
again on Christmas Eve.  

The only thing better than one stellar Messiah performance, is two stellar Messiah performances, 
albeit in very different settings. Our Christmas concert was sold out our and we could have filled 
Holy Trinity twice over. The concert was a resounding success with many audience members saying 
they had never heard us sing better and we were graced by extraordinary soloists once again, Bath 
Phil at their best and supported by expert harpsicord and organ continuo. What an end to a year of 
choral learning and celebration! 

There would be no Bath Minerva Choir without the contributions from many people in so many ways 
and often largely unseen. Putting on concerts and securing top rate soloists doesn’t come cheap, so 
fundraising is key. Apart from our annual subs and ticket income, our main sources of income are 
the Friends scheme, CDWM, the weekly raffle, the 100 Club, and this year a stellar auction which 
raised record amounts.  

Looking forward… our Faure and Vaughan Williams concert will stretch us in new ways and Richard 
Blackford’s ‘Not in Our Time’ will be an entirely different learning experience.  

 






































