
1 
 
Bath Minerva Choir Trustees Report 2022 

Summer workshop 2022- Janacek’s Glagolitic Mass 

We started the summer term looking at Janacek’s Glagolithic Mass – something of a marmite piece 
of work it transpired. Gavin reminded us that the aim of workshop rehearsals and the informal 
performance allows us the opportunity to explore and learn about composers, their works and what 
motivates them. The language was a challenge but all who attended the weekend workshop, held at 
the wonderful music centre at Monkton Combe School among the sunshine and warm weather, 
agreed it was an enjoyable experience. 

Christmas concert 

Resuming rehearsals in September felt very special. We’d weathered lockdowns and restrictions to 
come out the other side. We no longer had to try and conduct and listen to muffled conversations 
behind masks. We could sing in numbers and even chat over a cuppa and enjoy a biscuit- at long 
last! We were a choir family again and we’ve been so lucky to welcome many new members over 
the last 6 months.  

We entered the term rehearsals with renewed energy to learn the programme for our 2 December 
concert. Gavin’s programme offered up something for everyone: traditional Christmas carol 
favourites, including a lulling setting of ‘Silent Night’ written by Gavin, ethereal settings including 
Vaughan William’s ‘Love Bade Me Welcome’ and Finzi’s ‘In Terra Pax’ and a chance to sing again Paul 
Carr’s wonderful reimagined setting of ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ We sang to a full house and to seal 
that pre-Christmas ‘feel good factor’, we raised nearly £1000 for Children’s Hospice Southwest. 

Looking into Spring 2023, we will be performing Haydn’s The Seasons in Bath Abbey, with Bath Phil 
and a team of upcoming soloists. This is a work we studied via zoom during the lockdowns, so it will 
be a great outcome to finally put on a performance.  

Fundraising 

Fundraising continues to be an important part of financing our concerts. Last year we were able to 
do some fundraising events in person which proved so special – to meet, chat and share wonderful 
food and drink- Thanks to all the hard working hosts and their friends and family for keeping the 
Come Dine With Me bandwagon going all year.  We also grew our Friends scheme, re started the 
weekly raffle, and the revitalised 100 Club.  

We’ve been very fortunate to have sponsorship funding from Fidelius for nearly six years but we are 
currently waiting to hear whether they will renew our sponsorship for another period and we should 
learn their decision by the end of April hopefully. Regardless of whether they do renew, we need to 
have a robust fundraising strategy going forward.  
 
2023/24 looks a very exciting year for the choir and one where we can all enjoy our continued 
musical exploration with a good solid financial base to back our concert schedule.  


































