
 

 

Bath Minerva Choir  

Chair’s Report on behalf of the Trustees 

In 2021 we have been able to take advantage of the relaxation of Covid lockdown rules in May, and 

have some hybrid Zoom/in person rehearsals in Widcombe Community Centre in preparation for a 

small-scale event we planned for 26 June.  Our priority was to get the Choir together in person as 

soon as possible if we could, but we continued to be hampered by ambiguity over Government 

guidelines and the real requirement to keep strict Covid discipline, which meant we had to rehearse 

socially distanced and in masks.    While it was good for some of us to be together again, many 

people could not attend the rehearsals due to numbers restrictions or chose to attend via Zoom 

anyway.  Luckily (and brilliantly enabled by Will Starling) Zoom rehearsals were well attended and 

helped to give us some sense of community and cohesion despite the challenges. 

Gavin put together a short but delightful programme suitable for our rehearsal limitations and we 

were finally able to organise an outdoor event for choir members, friends and family on the lawn at 

Hartham Park.   Thanks were due once again to Jennifer Thomas and her husband for allowing us to 

make use of the Park at the last minute. There were many organisational challenges in bringing this 

event together, but we did manage to make it happen despite all odds.  We were very lucky to be 

rewarded with a dry and sunny evening and we enjoyed a very pleasant informal concert.  One 

important lesson we learned from the event was that Zoom rehearsals are simply not enough on 

their own to enable a choir to practice effectively together and give individual members the 

confidence to sing in public.  These limitations were exacerbated by the additional challenges of 

singing outside, but Gavin’s usual skill and motivational flair carried us through!   

After the summer, our attention then turned to arrangements for Covid-restricted rehearsals in 

September for our November concert.  We were keen to get as many people as possible singing in 

person - without masks from the outset - which we were able to do after a carefully considered risk 

assessment.   Our arrangements were intended to provide safe rehearsals that met Government 

requirements, but crucially to be effective and give confidence to our members so that as many as 

possible would attend.   Nevertheless, we continued to provide Zoom access so that people that 

needed to take extra care or self-isolate could take part.  Thanks again to Will for enabling this to all 

happen via Zoom. 

We were of course rehearsing for our first concert in the Abbey for a long time on 27 November.  

Organising this major concert under changing Covid restrictions, in a newly and completely 

refurbished Abbe with an new Abbey team created many planning challenges.  We performed Paul 

Carr’s Four New Seasons to compliment Vivaldi’s Four Seasons.   The Bath Philharmonic provided 

accompaniment and Bramiah Kanneh-Mason (Sheku’s older brother) was guest soloist.  Gavin pulled 

it off musically once again and it was a tribute to him that it worked so well, particularly as he was 

recovering from Covid! 

The newly reopened Bath Abbey received record visitor numbers the afternoon before the concert.  

Our performance coincided with Luke Jerram’s touring exhibition “Museum of the Moon” (a large 

illuminated moon suspended over the choir) and that Saturday was a busy Christmas shopping day 

with newly relaxed restrictions.   All this made our arrangements and final rehearsal in the Abbey 

very difficult as it was full of noisy visitors!  Added to unexpected challenges of the new layouts for 



the choir and orchestra it made for an adrenaline filled preparation for the concert.  Particular 

thanks go to Jackie Seeger for doing such a good job of her first major Minerva event under such 

difficult circumstances, and also to Frances and Martin Ansell who overcame many issues right up to 

the last minute to sell so many tickets and ensure that the seats on the night matched them!  

However, in the end it was all right on the night and a wonderful performance in front of a packed 

and appreciative audience.   

 


































