
Honorary Secretary’s report for 2020 

2020 was an unusual year! 

It started well, with the West Dorset Swimming Club holding its annual awards ceremony in the 
Ballroom for the first time and Charminster Guides having a sleepover in February half term. 

The usual groups were still in full flow including Jelly Tots Toddler Group, Over 55’s table tennis, T’ai 
Chi, Ballroom Dancing, Watercolour Painting and the WI. 

The year ahead looked busy with several weddings and children’s parties as well as the Caledonian 
Ball and more community events organised by the trustees were in the pipeline. Work was going 
well on the kitchen refurbishment which is the first step towards the creation of a Community Café.   
The trustees are still keen to change the emphasis of the hall to a place that offers more to the 
community in Charlton Down.    

But then Covid-19 struck and all those events had to be cancelled.  The hall sadly had to close its 
doors on 16 March when the first national lockdown began. 

As lockdown restrictions eased later in the year, the trustees worked hard to plough through the 
forever changing guidance about reopening.  A covid risk assessment was written and the necessary 
signage and hand sanitisers were purchased.   Our delayed AGM was held via Zoom on 29th 
September and we had a very good attendance. 

We tentatively opened our doors again at the beginning of October but only the Ballroom and 
accessible toilet (no kitchen or Toad Hall).  Sadly the reopening didn’t last long as the second 
lockdown in November forced us to close again. 

But December brought a new exercise class to the ballroom – Boogie Bounce and enquiries from 
other groups such as Ballet Be Fit for the New Year once Covid restrictions ease again. 

Sarah Davies  
Honorary Secretary  
 










