








DUKE STREET CHURCH 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022 

ACHIEVEMENT AND PERFORMANCE 
Charitable activities 
The church welcomed the ease of Covid restrictions on its life and activities following the Coronavirus pandemic. The 
only provision now being made is the availability of socially-distanced seating for our main Sunday service. It has also 
been possible to restart a number of mid-week activities (suspended during the pandemic), including the 'Retired Men's 
Fellowship' and 'Friends and Neighbours'. The pattern of sending out a prayer focus (e-prayer) and a newsletter 
(e-news) via email every week, established during the pandemic, has been continued, as has the provision of 
live-streaming our main Sunday services. 

A recently established midweek group called 'Minijooks' for babies under the age of 1 and their carers has continued to 
be a much appreciated activity offered to the wider community. Carrying on too has been the monthly family-oriented 
early morning Sunday service, 'Duke Street Junc-tion'. These activities, along with other children's and youth activities 
taking place midweek and on Sundays, are well supported by our church families and the local community. 

In January a commissioning service was held both for our Team Leader and Pastor, David Gibb, and extended to the 
church members. In the same month an Alpha course was run for those wishing to explore the Christian faith further. 

A large number of church and community-based events were organised at Easter and Christmas which were enjoyed by 
many. 

Towards the end of April a large number of the church family went away for a very enjoyable weekend to the Christian 
conference centre, Cleverley Hall. During the weekend those present benefited from a series of talks delivered by our 
pastor, David Gibb, based on the book of Esther. 

May saw an event held to celebrate the HM Queen Elizabeth's platinum jubilee. 

In June the church's house groups did not meet in homes but joined together in the church building to follow a weekly 
course entitled 'Inspired' which provided teaching and the opportunity for discussion. The aim of each week was to get 
those attending to think about how they could 'build stronger together' in different areas. Themes included: how do we 
love God and love each other?; building stronger and better mental health: how to develop our personal walk with 
Jesus; how to be salt and light in the places where God has put us? 

A course, 'Griefshare', which commenced in September, proved to be enormously helpful to those who attended, some 
from the church, others from outside, helping them as they try to come to terms with bereavement. 

A 'Pumpkin Patch Party' event for families was held at the end of October - this proved to be very popular with families 
from outside church, providing an alternative to Halloween events. 

Throughout the year the church was pleased to continue to welcome a number of refugees from Iran and, during the 
course of the year, a family from Ukraine living with a church family, attended the church. We were delighted to see  a 
number of them baptised at a special service. 

During the summer the Coffee Tree cafe extended its opening hours on Wednesdays and opened for the first time on 
Saturday mornings which coincided with a new monthly Saturday morning community activity called 'Stay and Play', 
which has proved to be very popular. 

Regular donations of foodstuffs to Birmingham City Mission (BCM) Foodbank continued to be made and, towards the 
end of November, gifts provided for the BCM Toy Appeal. Money was also raised for Tear Fund through the Tear Fund 
Big Quiz attended by many from the local community. Additional gifts were made to help those providing support in 
Ukraine following the outbreak of the war. 

The huge rise in energy costs in 2022 has impacted the church's budget and prompted scrutiny of ways in which 
savings can be made, through efficiencies and modifications to our system. This work is ongoing. 

The church treasurer, Sallie Morgan, stepped down at the end of December, following many years' sterling work in that 
role. 

FINANCIAL REVIEW 
Financial position 
Incoming resources for the year were £179,580 (2021: £171,600). Expenditure for the year was £228,582 (2021: 
£181,177). The deficit for the year was £49,002 including depreciation of £18,000 (2021: deficit £9,517 including 
depreciation of £17,588). 
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