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Well, another fantastic year in the life of St Neots u3a, with so much happening its difficult to
reduce it all down to a short report; but I will try. (Hooray I hear you cry!)
Whilst we had no pandemic restrictions, we have still not returned to 100% normality, as
attendance and lifestyle changes reflect, but what has remained at a maximum level is the
effort and commitment of your Committee and Group Leaders (GLs)
So as always, my thanks on your behalf to all those individuals, in particular the new GLs that
have stepped up, and to the subcommittees (Budget & Development, Publicity Team, Tech
Team, Refreshment Team, Outing and Holidays) whose efforts can sometimes be unseen,
but whose contribution is crucial. Thank you!
 
Also, a big note of thanks to Tony Summerlin and Ann Ferguson who are stepping down from
the Membership Secretary and Secretary respectively, after many years in those roles.
 
We are always looking to enhance the opportunities and facilities available to our Members
and this year has seen examples such as:-
The new monthly “Meet and Greet” sessions, new Group Venue options, in response to
Group requests, new Group start up support, financial support and reviews, that enabled a
reduction in subscriptions costs, introduction of a free Quarterly National u3a Magazine
(TAM), an impressive Speakers list with bookings into 2024, card payment provision, more
Holidays and Outings and so much more.
Our Publicity events together with exposure on local radio and Facebook has seen, not only a
growth in membership numbers, but increased awareness of u3a within the community.
 
It would be remiss of me not to recognise and record the fact that, much of our reputation
within St Neots as being a welcoming and inclusive organisation, comes from the response
that our existing members give to new members. So, thank you also to all our members.
 
Proposals for the 2023/24 Membership year  include establishing an automated membership
renewal option, alternative methods for members to pay their Activity fee,  at Group
meetings,  plus  continued growth and visibility through involvement in Community projects,
such as St Neots Initiative (SNI).
 



Whilst we can proudly look back over the achievements of the last 12 months and the growth
in membership, we should also take a minute to remember those members who are no longer
with us and for those members who have lost a partner and may need our support and
understanding as they adjust to a new way of life.
Thank you for taking the time to read this year’s Chairman's Report.
Take care,
Ian
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