
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period

From 01/04/2024      To 31/03/2025

Charity name: Teesside Environmental Trust

Charity registration number: 1093327

Objectives and Activities

SORP reference

Summary of the purposes of
the charity as set out in its 
governing document

Para 1.17 To promote for the benefit of the public the 
conservation, protection and improvement 
of the physical and natural environment, 
and to advance the education of the public 
in the conservation, protection and 
improvement of the physical and natural 
environment. The Charity's objects are set 
out at clause 2.1 of its articles of 
association. 

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts.

Para 1.17 and 
1.19

The principal activity is the completion of 
creating a nature reserve of international 
importance at Saltholme, Port Clarence 
with access to the general public.

In the year our main endeavours have 
been: -

 Conservation and habitat 
enhancement funded by DEFRA 
Green Finance initiative and 
managed by Stockton Borough 
Council.

 The southern area flanked by the 
Holme Fleet will comprise wetlands 
to increase flood resilience and 
reduce tidal risk for our neighbours 
who live in Port Clarence.

 The creation of one of the rarest 
forms of habitat, intertidal, on steel 
works slag adjacent to The River 
Tees funded and managed by The 
Environmental Agency.

 Creation of the area of Saltholme 
adjacent to the south boundary of 
Cowpen Bewley village to rewild the
area. This involves wetlands, 
enhanced habitat and conservation 



of hedges.
 The reserve area open to the public 

has been developed and enhanced 
for nature conservation since 1998 
we have strived to improve access 
and facilities for individuals with 
disabilities. We have focused on 
raising awareness around 
accessibility and inclusiveness for 
individuals with disabilities. We have
purchased two mobility scooters, 
included and maintained good 
quality foot paths and are to 
improve our toilet facilities including 
a specialist Changing Places facility.

 Further develop our relationship 
with High Clarence School and 
assist them to establish an all-
weather football pitch

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit

Para 1.18 Trustees comply with the Charity 
Commission guidance on public benefit. 
TETs vision to increase the number of 
visitors, education for school children and 
deprived post codes and a changing places
facility is planned.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

SORP reference

Policy on grant making
Para 1.38

All grant aid must follow TETs procedures, 
protocols and provide full adequate 
information for an informed decision to be 
made. All grant aid must meet our 
Memonards and visions are to be for the 
benefit of Saltholme

Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment

Para 1.38

Our visitor centre and nature reserve is 
designed to offer something for all people. 
This varies from a new playground to 
specific habitat to increase numbers and 
varieties of flora and fauna. We comply with
a Sustainability Policy in commissioning 
new works varying from the use of recycled
aggregates to PV panels to generate 
electricity.

Contribution made by 
volunteers

Para 1.38

Whilst TET Trustees are unpaid volunteers 
TET does not utilise volunteers as RSPB 
has over two hundred volunteers who are 
actively involved in Saltholme and without 
those skills and expertise we could not 
achieve our objectives.

Other



Achievements and Performance

SORP reference

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity,
identifying the difference the
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole.

Para 1.20

The main achievement of TET has been 
the creation of a nature reserves of national
importance at Saltholme. The visitor centre 
allows 364-day usage a year particularly 
during inclement weather. 
Whilst the RSPB Education Programme 
has 3-4000 school children TET is to 
commit further financial support to increase
this number to 5000 using a new model 
that is currently being trialled by the RSPB.
We have with RSPB recently undertaken 
improved facilities for disabled and 
disadvantaged people. This includes a 
changing places facility, better wide and 
additional footpaths, provision of 
wellingtons, purchase of two mobility 
scooters and universal signage.

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Achievements against 
objectives set

Para 1.41

TET has a ten-year vision which is 
supplemented by a five-year plan for 
Saltholme prepared by RSPB and 
approved by TET.
TET monitors out turn achievements 
against objectives which are annually 
reviewed, revised and updated.

Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set

Para 1.41

TET carefully monitors capital expenditure 
against income required. If we have a 
shortfall, we do not commission a project.

Investment performance 
against objectives

Para 1.41

We are reviewing our investment of 
reserves with our professional advisors 
Geo F White.

Other
Continue to develop relationships with High
Clarence School and assistance to 
construct an all-weather football pitch 
facilities based on pitch funding by the 
Football Foundation.



Financial Review

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period

Para 1.21 The accumulated funds on 31 March 2025 
were £2,048,385 (2023: 1,506,896) and the
Charity has adequate resources to meet 
expenditure as it falls due in the year 
commencing 1 April 2025.

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held

Para 1.22

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 The Charity receives tax credit income from
a Landfill Community Fund on an annual 
basis under legal agreements signed with 
the Landfill Augean operator also annual 
rent on a 25 year lease from Statera. This 
agreement is set to expire in 2026/27. The 
scale of works to be carried out and 
associated support costs are matched to 
the Landfill Communities Fund resources 
received in the previous year.

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves

Para 1.22

Details of fund materially in 
deficit

Para 1.24

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going
concern

Para 1.23

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising) 

Para 1.47

The Charitys principle sources of financial 
funding are The Landfill Community Fund, 
The Statera Energy lease payments and 
wayleave and easement payments.

Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted

Para 1.46

TETs driver for social investment is an 
improved offer for the visitors at Saltholme, 
education programme and facilities for 
disadvantaged members of society.

A description of the principal
risks facing the charity 

Para 1.46

Principal risk to TET is any changes to our 
principal provider of funds the Landfill 
Community Fund.

Other



Structure, Governance and Management

Description of charity’s 
trusts:
Type of governing document
(trust deed, royal charter)

Para 1.25 Articles of Association. 

How is the charity 
constituted? 
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO)

Para 1.25 Charitable company. 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g.
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees

Para 1.25 Any person who is willing to act as a 
Director and Trustee, and who is permitted 
by law to do so, may be appointed to be a 
director and Trustee by resolution of the 
existing directors/trustees. 

TET has a Prospective Trustee Information 
Pack, which all potential Trustees receive. 
If the person wishes to proceed standard 
templates are completed. These are 
analysed and TETs Trust Administrator 
prepares an analysis and 
recommendations for the TET Board. 
Before approval a Trustee meets and 
undertakes an interview and makes a 
recommendation to the TET Board. 

Additional information (optional)
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about:

Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees

Para 1.51

The new Trustees undertake a structured 
induction which emphasises the ethos, 
standards, rules and regulations and all 
moral and legal obligations. This is followed
by a very informal meeting with Trustees 
over a cup of coffee 

The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works

Para 1.51

TET has a Board of Trustees with an 
elected Chair. The day-to-day running is by
the Trust administrator whose endeavours 
are supported by specific specialist 
professional advisors such as Ward 
Hadaway (Legal) Chipchase Manners 
(Accountants) and Geo F White (Chartered 
Surveyors)

Relationship with any 
related parties

Para 1.51

Our three main relationships with third 
parties are RSPB, ADEB, Entrust, The 
Environment Agency and Natural England.

Other



Reference and Administrative details

Charity name Teesside Environmental Trust
Other name the charity uses TET
Registered charity number 1093327
Charity’s principal address 19 Yarm Road, Stockton On Tees, Cleveland, TS18 3NJ

Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trustee name Office (if any)
Dates acted if not for whole 
year

Name of person (or body) entitled
to appoint trustee (if any)

1 Dr Ambroise Baker

2 Terry Blanchard

3 Robert Borthwick

4 Richard Drinkwater

5 Keith Hissitt

6 David Kitchen Chair

7 John Woods

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved
Director name

David Kitchen 
Robert Borthwick 
Terry Blanchard



Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year

None

Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own 
assets

Additional information (optional)

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information)

Type of 
adviser

Name Address

Chartere
d 
Surveyor
s 

Geo F White 

Legal Ward Hadaway 

Accounta
nts  

Chipchase Manners

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information)

Caitlin Artley – Trust Administrator 

Exemptions from disclosure

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details



Other optional information

Declarations

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees

Signature(s)

Full name(s) David Kitchen

    Position (eg Secretary,
Chair, etc)

Chair

Date












































