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TAUNTON DIVISION GUIDE ASSOCIATION
England & Wales · Charity number 1092222

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2002-05-27

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 33 The Oaks
Taunton
Somerset
TA1 2QX

Phone 07811472257

Email divcom@girlguidingtaunton.org.uk

Website www.guidingtaunton.btck.co.uk

Activities

Objects: EDUCATING GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN TO HELP THEM DEVELOP EMOTIONALLY,
MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION
TO THEIR COMMUNITY AND THE WIDER WORLD

Activities: In Girlguiding we promote the education of girls and young women whoever they are, wherever
they're from, know that girls can do anything, to help them develop through fun, friendship, challenge and
adventure, both mentally and physically to empower them to find their voice, inspiring them to discover the
best in themselves and make a positive difference in their community and the wider world.

Classification

• How: Provides Services

• What: Education/training

• Who: Children/young People

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1092222
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Geography

• Area of benefit: TAUNTON, SOMERSET

• Somerset

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-08-31 £34,341 £33,457 - -

2024-12-31 £38,625 £32,623 - -

2023-12-31 £29,467 £29,517 - -

2022-12-31 £15,479 £14,857 - -

2021-12-31 £456 £1,937 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Sandra Verrier Chair 2016-01-23

ALISON COTTEY

Natasha Smith 2022-07-04

Suzanne Keniston 2016-04-01
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Taunton Division Girlguiding Report 2025 
 
Girlguiding in Taunton seems to have slowly been on the increase in terms of young members in 
the last couple of years, with several units now full and operating a waiting list.  This reflects the 
ongoing dedication of all our volunteers, as without them units would not exist, we of course 
always would like more volunteers to help and support our existing leaders. 
 
Activities for all our young people encourage them to grow and flourish in a fun and safe 
environment. With girls nationally who took part in the Guiding Survey stating they feel safe in a 
girl only space, and that  that Girlguiding helps them find a voice and achieve things they  
We are proud to be part of the largest girl only young organisation with strong values and that 
through fun, friendship, challenge and adventure we empower girls to find their voice, inspiring 
them to discover the best in themselves and to make a positive difference in their community. 
 
We held an all Division Event to celebrate Thinking Day in February 2025, a great opportunity for 
all sections to take part together. A day of fun activities and a great opportunity for girls to see 
the older sections in action and what will come next on their Guiding journey. As usual in April we 
had Taunton Gang Show providing a fast and furious show at Tacchi Morris Centre over four 
days, a  continued partnership with Girlguiding and Scouting,  well done to everyone involved.  
Also the annual joint St George's Day Parade with Guiding and Scouting in Taunton as a 
spectacular parade through the town culminating with a short celebration to renew our 
promises in Wilton Lands at Vivary Park, a great event showing we are well and truly active in 
Taunton. We were pleased again to be present at Taunton Flower Show, helping with some 
activities for children. Also we helped at the Maidenbrook Park Family day in July and we were 
pleased to have a stand at Taunton Together in September to promote what our organisation 
has to offer. 
 
 
As always, I really want to thank all our leaders for the time and commitment they give.  In 
particular special thanks to my fellow Commissioners and members of the division exec, whose 
support I greatly value, I could not do it without you all.  
 
 
 
Sandra Verrier 
Taunton Division Commissioner 
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Taunton Division Girlguiding Report 2024 
 
Guiding in Taunton seems to be gently on the increase in terms of young members, with several 
units now full and operating a waiting list.   
 
We were very fortunate to receive some financial support from Taunton Town Council in the 
form of a small grant phased over three years to support annual subscription costs. A very 
helpful grant for which we are very grateful. That still does not mean that the running of the 
division and all the units is without its challenges, as due to costs of everything continuing to rise 
it is making running a fun and inspiring programme of activities quite a challenge for leaders, 
whilst trying to keep costs to parents as low as possible to be able to offer Guiding to all those 
girls who wish to be members, with it not being cost prohibitive. 
 
It is great to see Taunton Gang Show again on the calendar in April, a continued partnership 
with Girlguiding and Scouting, another great show, well done to everyone involved.  Also the 
annual joint St George's Day Parade with Guiding and Scouting in Taunton as a spectacular 
parade through the town culminating with a short celebration to renew our promises in Wilton 
Lands at Vivary Park, a great event showing we are well and truly active in Taunton. We were 
pleased to be present at Taunton Flower Show, helping with some activities for children. 
 
Some units are able to offer residential experiences, a lot of planning and organising but a great 
opportunity for girls to attend and build on their fun and friendships, learning skills for life.  Any 
residential guiding opportunity is probably the single most exciting event on any units calendar. 
 
As always, I really want to thank all our leaders for the time and commitment they give.  In 
particular special thanks to my fellow Commissioners and members of the division exec, whose 
support I greatly value, I could not do it without you all.  
 
 
 
Sandra Verrier 
Taunton Division Commissioner 
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Taunton Division Girlguiding Report 2023

Guiding in Taunton seems to have settled more after a few strange years with the pandemic 
and the gradual returning to normal face to face meetings after that.  A few units have merged 
due to a combination of leader availability and girls’ memberships, hopefully this should mean 
more cost-effective units able to operate more effectively. That still does not mean that the 
running of the division and all the units is without its challenges, as due to costs of everything 
continuing to rise it is making running a fun and inspiring programme of activities quite a 
challenge for leaders, whilst trying to keep costs to parents as low as possible to be able to 
offer Guiding to all those girls who wish to be members, with it not being cost prohibitive.

It was great to see Taunton Gang Show again on the calendar in April, a continued partnership 
with Girlguiding and Scouting, another great show, well done to everyone involved.  Also the 
annual joint St George's Day Parade with Guiding and Scouting in Taunton as a spectacular 
parade through the town culminating with a short celebration to renew our promises in Wilton 
Lands at Vivary Park, a great event showing we are well and truly active in Taunton.

May saw lots of opportunities to make memories for everyone with the Coronation, a lot of 
opportunities for girls with events and celebrations linked to the event.  In July we held a 
division outdoor activity day, all sections coming together at Huish Woods, enjoying the 
outdoor space for some new and different opportunities, including drumming, circus skills, 
shelter building, crafting and archery. 

September we launched a restructure in the division, running now as a whole division with a 
Division Commission and two Assistant Commissions. This seems to be settling in well as we 
move through getting the format established.

Some units are able to offer residential experiences, a lot of planning and organising but a 
great opportunity for girls to attend and build on their fun and friendships, learning skills for 
life.  Any residential guiding opportunity is probably the single most exciting event on any units
calendar.

As always, I really want to thank all our leaders for the time and commitment they give.  In 
particular special thanks to my fellow Commissioners and members of the division exec, whose
support I greatly value, I could not do it without you all. 

Sandra Verrier
Taunton Division Commissioner
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