
Chair of trustees report. 

Welcome to Taking Part’s Annual Report giving a view of what has happened 

over the past year. 

 

It’s a huge understatement to say it’s been a challenging time. The spectre of 

Covid has touched us all to a greater or lesser extent – sometimes in tragic 

ways and sometimes in just plain frustrating ways.  

 

On the positive side, this period of time has allowed us all to reconnect with 

what is important to us as individuals and as part of our peer groups. Good 

examples perhaps being the huge number of ad hoc groups set up to watch 

out for neighbours, do a group shop run, combat loneliness, keeping a check 

on each other’s mental and wellbeing health. This is where Taking Part came 

into its own – continuing to deliver under difficult circumstances, 

demonstrating an ability to adapt and demonstrate our value to our 

communities in all areas.  Taking Part has continued to deliver core services 

of information, advocacy, advice and guidance and has seen a higher demand 

in these services.  We have also been able to take on new projects to ensure 

that our communities are able to deal with the challenges of COVID 19 and 

enable our most vulnerable people to feel safe, remain in contact with each 

other and know where to obtain all the information and guidance they need 

to deal with the pandemic.  

 

Taking Part’s our volunteers and Experts by Experience who have all 

contributed mightily. Without them this would all be so much harder.  Our 

Citizen Advocacy Volunteers have given more time to ensure that they keep 

in touch with the people they support giving reassurance and reducing the 

feeling of isolation and loneliness. 

 

As Trustees John and Sue, myself and our two newest members Jean Harris 

and Paul Hume Miller have kept the well being of the team front and centre 

in our actions.  We have been particularly proud of how well the staff team 

have dealt with the changes of working, increased challenges and their 

adaptability.  

 



Chair of trustees report. 

We are delighted to welcome aboard Paul Hume Miller – a busy man with 

very current business experience who wants to bring those skills and others 

to the table to play his part in ensuring our charity continues to move 

forward in a positive, cost effective and relevant manner. 

 

Taking Part have had a successful year financially, so we are in a strong 

position going forward. We have also gained new opportunities and forged 

new relationships and collaborative partnership working with other 

voluntary sector organisations. 

 

Taking Part staff and volunteers have taken on the opportunities to keep up 

their personal development and training by using on line training courses and 

webninars. 

 

To conclude, Taking Part is emerging from this last couple of years leaner, 

fitter and well able to handle whatever the future throws at us. These past 2 

years have been a learning curve for many organisations and Taking Part has 

risen well to the challenges and continues to strive and deliver. 

 

 

 

Peter Simmons 

Chair of Board of Trustees 

 

 

 

 

 


































