






Antarctic Science

Year ended 31 December 2024

Directors' Report

Structure and governance 

Objectives and activities 

Achievements and performance

Reserves Policy
The charity seeks to produce the best financial return within an acceptable level of risk and meeting ethical considerations.
The trustees wish to keep at least 10% of the assets that can be realised within three months.

Financial Review

Directors

The directors who served during the year are stated below:

Dr K R Lash 
Prof. M J Bentley (Resigned 14 July 2025) 
Dr J A Jackson
Mr M Pinnock
Prof. D Pearce
Dr M Taylor
Dr A D Jungblut
Prof P Convey
Dr A Raya Rey
Dr B Davies
Dr L Grange (Appointed 1 August 2024)
Dr D Small (Appointed 12 May 2025)

The charity has continued to publish the journal with articles posted on-line as soon as they are ready and gathers them into issues every two 
months. The 2023 impact factor was 1.8 (cf 2022, 1.6). We published 38 Scientific papers and 2 Editorials across a range of scientific disciplines. 
The journal's move into the humanities and social sciences has been maintained with 4 papers published in these fields.
In the 2024 round of bursary awards, 9 new awards were made from 16 valid submissions, to a total of £50,896. Note that in the accounts 
(charitable activities) the amount shown differs from this because 2 bursaries awarded in 2023 were claimed in 2024 and some 2023 and 2024 
awards have not yet been claimed. This year the awards went to Australia, India, New Zealand, Spain, UK and USA. The mentoring scheme for 
candidates from non-English speaking countries, and a webinar run by the international Association of Polar Early Career Scientists (APECS), has 
continued with the aim of maintaining the number of bursary applications received and increasing the diversity of applicants

Kate Hendry continues as Chair of the Board of Trustees. Dr. Laura Grange joined the Board in the summer of 2024 and Dr David Small joined the 
board in the spring of 2025.

The directors present their report and the financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2024.

The organisation is a charitable company limited by guarantee, incorporated on 16 February 2000 and registered as a charity on 13 February 2002.
The company was established under a Memorandum of Association which established the objects and powers of the charitable company and is
governed under its Articles of Association.

The financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the Companies Act 2006, the Memorandum and Articles of Association, and 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with 
the Financial Reporting Standard FRS 102 Charities SORP (effective January 2015).

In planning the activities for the year the directors have had regard to the Charity Commissioners guidance on public benefit requirements.

In the light of improvements for public access to research publications supported by public funds demanded by European and American 
Governments, the journal has made all the necessary preparations to meet the Open Access requirements. This brings a fundamental change to 
income generation for the journal and it remains to be seen whether the same level of charitable activity can be maintained as the journal moves in 
to the new regime (likely to take 2-3 years). The trustees continue to work with the publisher (Cambridge University Press, CUP) to maximise our 
income.

The reduction in income in the new publishing environment, together with rising publishing costs, has meant outgoings have exceeded income. 
This has been made sustainable by reducing the cash held on current account. In April 2024 the Board resolved to take no immediate action, given 
the many factors in-play, and to keep a close watch on finances. Reducing reserves, in order to maintain the same level of bursary awards 
(charitable activity) would be considered. The Board and Editor-in-Chief, working with our publisher, will continue to seek ways to promote the 
journal (so as to increase income) through social media activity, promotions at scientific conferences and broadening the scope of articles.

The Board met  three times in 2024. The Board continues to hold the bursary awards meeting in-person (with an option to attend virtually if 
required) and conducts all other meetings (usually two) virtually. Time extensions, incurring no extra costs, have been agreed for several bursary 
awards.

The object of the charity is to educate the public about the Antarctic and its environment by the publication of a scientific journal and by the 
promotion, support and dissemination of research. The journal attracts papers from all of the countries currently undertaking Antarctic research. It 
publishes both review and data papers as well as editorial comment and reviews of new publications. Profit from the journal is used to support early 
career scientists working in the polar sciences, by bursary awards and grants.
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