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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIR
Whilst we are out of the pandemic we continue to live in challenging 
times, however, thanks to our funders we were able to offer our all ages 
‘Connecting Communities through the Arts’ programme free of charge, 
this is has been essential given the cost of living crisis. This is especially 
important during the school holidays and the  activities and events 
continue to be in demand. The numbers of people of all ages engaging 
are high and our feedback is all very positive.  

Feltham Arts would not have achieved what it has done this last year 
without the leadership of our team of staff, Ruth Wood, Charlotte Skinner, 
Hanane Dauki, Akanksha Singh, as well as Nadine Fletcher and Camila 
Aguais’ dedication to the Outreach programme. In addition to this, we 
would like to thank our many freelancers and devoted volunteers for 
supporting us over the past year.   We also said a fond farewell to 
Charlotte Skinner after 10 years of commitment to Felham Arts and 
Nadine Fletcher’s tenure as Outreach Worker. 

The Arts are not bound by the conventions of language, the arts can tell 
stories. It inspires and entertains and can provide a welcome escape for 
audiences and participants alike.  

We were delighted to have recently secured a further three years from the 
National Lottery to continue the Connecting Communities through the 
Arts Programme. I know I speak for all of the Trustees when I say we hope 
2024-25 is a year where even more people experience the creative 
delights of this very special art organisation and what it offers to the local 
community. 

Chair Ruth Stevens 



Over 12,000
People engaged with the Connecting Communities through the Arts Programme 

100 %
Of activities were offered as free 

Bring people together and build strong relationships in and across 
communities  

 Improve the places and spaces that matter to communities 

Enable more people to fulfil their potential  



  

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Creating connections through nature, arts and play 



“It's good to have this so close. W
e have been w

alking past for ages and I didn’t know
 they could com

e in.
W

ould really like to com
e again because w

e don’t have anyw
here to play outside as w

e live in a flat”

Saturday Session Parent Feedback 

Working with Central Bristol Children's Centre  
and Lawrence Hill Health Centre, we delivered 
weekly Stay and Play sessions for pre - school  
families designed to develop creativity. 

Local families took part in free - to - access garden  
sessions. Many families who attend have limited  
access to green spaces in their local community. 

We continued to work in partnership with  
Creative Shift to target families who were  
disproportionately affected by the pandemic. 

“ I've had a chance to  
really connect with my child in a 
way that I don’t think I really  
had before and I wanted  
to before he went to school. 
I feel a lot more connected to  
him and more calm” 
Parent, Creative Play 

Estimated 199 Children 
and their parent/carer 
attended Stay and Play 
Sessions 

114   children took part in 
weekend and holiday  
garden activity 

% 45 of participants 
who took part in  
weekend garden 
sessions live within a 0.5 
miles radius of the centre 

Our local approach enables children to take 
their first and next steps into creativity. 

CREATIVE PLAY (0-5 years)

‘Tiny Tales‘ 

Creative play and storytelling for under 5’s and their families has 
taken place weekly at The Centre, Feltham and gives families the 
chance to meet and take part in activities. 

The sessions are delivered by Tale be Told Theatre and have 
become incredibly popular over the past four years. 

 

148 participants took part 



  

ARTS ON OUR DOORSTEP 
‘ 

Providing arts activities and participation to 
young people 7-12 years through work on 
housing estates 

This work with 7-12 year olds includes after school art 
clubs, sessions during half terms and summer 
Creative Camps at the Mission Hall, Sparrow Farm, 
Highfields, Oriel and Heston Farm Estates.  

Activities included a range of arts and crafts activity as 
well as photography, stop motion animation, making 
theatre, puppet making and dance.  

Funded through BBC Children in Need 

130 children took part  



  

CHILDREN AND FAMILY 
‘ 

Outdoor Arts 

We have programmed a range of activities, puppet 
theatre shows, circus performances and participatory 
workshops for children and families to enjoy during 
the school holidays.  

This work has been delivered in partnership with The 
Centre, Feltham  

1000 audience/participants  

  



  ‘ 

Since 2020 we have delivered Art Trails in local parks 
across the borough for children and families to 
attend in the Summer Holidays. They offer families 
the chance to explore the local area, enjoy nature and 
take part in a creative and interactive family focused 
event.  

In 2023 we held Art Trails in Hanworth Park, Feltham 
Park the Glebelands and Bedfont Lakes. 

111 participants took part in Summer of 2023 

 

ARTS TRAILS 



  
 

Working with 12-18 year old’s offering arts 
activities, exhibition and performance 
opportunities and work experience placements 

Young people collaborated with selected local and national 
artist professionals to produce artwork for the Feltham 
Station Gallery.  

In addition, as part of the Feltham Festival, Springwest 
Academy Performing Arts Ambassador Students produced a 
showcase event ‘This is Heart’ engaging with eight other 
borough wide secondary schools bringing together a range 
of talented musicians, dancers, poets and performers, the 
showcase was held at Feltham Assembly Hall with a full 
house of over 200 people. Station Gallery and ‘This is Heart’ 
was funded with Arts Council England funding.  

We also offered volunteering opportunities and work 
experience placements throughout the year, with 8 young 
volunteers supporting our work. 

We worked with 120 young people through these projects.  

 

 

YOUNG PEOPLE 



  ‘ 

Supporting students, NEETS and graduates 
with their job search needs and opportunities 
to network with employers offering creative 
work. 

At the This is Heart event a number of students gave us 
feedback that they’d like to know more about the 
Creative Industries and so a Creative Careers Fair was 
organised,  bringing together a wide  range of industry 
professionals working in radio, TV, heritage and 
production. Enterprise and further training and 
education opportunities were brought by MAMA Youth, 
West Thames College and the Mayor of London 
Production, Photography and the Arts.  

85 Students and NEETS adults attended 

 

CREATIVE CAREER FAIR 



ADULTS AND OLDER PEOPLE

YOUNG PEOPLE



 ‘ Enabling adults to learn new skills, build confidence, 
meet people, reduce loneliness and isolation and 
support mental health and wellbeing. 

Hounslow Older Peoples Festival 

In October, Hounslow Senior’s Trust delivered the 2023 Older 
Peoples Festival which we were delighted to be a part of. The 
‘Live Music & Creativity’ event in Feltham brought residents 
who are 50+ years old together to be creative and reduce 
isolation following the impact of the pandemic. Local artists 
delivered a range of taster art activities, followed by live music 
and refreshments 

35 attendees 

Working with adults and older people 

We ran a series of classes and workshops in sheltered 
accommodation for older people as well as bespoke events 
when requested. We also ran regular art classes and activities 
for adults and older people in the community. These include 
sewing, knitting/crochet, watercolours and mosaics.  

195 participants took part 

ADULTS & OLDER PEOPLE



‘Partnerships continues to be integral 
to the delivery of our programme 

By working in partnership, we ensure that 
provision reaches communities and audiences 
that are representative of the many 
stakeholders who use or live mainly in the West 
Area of Hounslow. 

Through partnership work, we can share sector 
knowledge and think strategically about where 
our work can make the biggest impact. 

PARTNERSHIPS
Partners during 2023-24 

Cultural Providers Network is made up of Gunnersbury Park & Museum, 

Boston Manor House, Hogarth’s House, Osterley House & Park, Chiswick 

House, Hounslow Arts Centre, London Museum of Water & Steam, Kempton 

Steam Museum, The Musical Museum, Waterman’s Arts Centre and 

Hounslow Music Service. 

Community Partnerships Unit  

London Borough of Hounslow - Library Services 

Hounslow Parks provision of arts, arts trails with theatre activities during the 

holidays. 

Hounslow Housing working with the 60 + Activity Programme Officer and 

residents in sheltered accommodation and Community Engagement Officers 

and Tenants and Residents Group’s across Hounslow. 

Local Primary & Secondary Schools for after school provision, carnivals, 

parades and special projects. 

The Centre, Feltham -Town centre in the promotion and provision of holiday 
activities programme. 

Ethnic Minority Groups, Community Groups, Local Organisations, ‘Friends of’ 
Groups and Faith Groups 

Local Arts, Performance and Dance Groups 



‘Volunteering continued to be 
integral in supporting Feltham Arts 
work. 

Through our Connecting Communities 
through the Arts Programme volunteers 
supported our work enabling us to continue 
delivery of our community based activities. 

Volunteers supported at events and 
workshops, assisting artists, stewarding, 
setting up and collecting feedback for our 
monitoring. 

15 adult volunteers across our programme 

8 young volunteers 

VOLUNTEERS



FELTHAM FESTIVAL 2023



 
  

Aims and Objectives 

Over the next five years, Feltham Arts Association aims to expand, develop and continue to be a charity which is valued and supported by residents, 

artists, partners and funders as providing the platform for a strong and sustainable arts economy in West Hounslow. We will do this through delivery of 

the following objectives: 

Continue to deliver a high quality programme of arts activities to local residents, responding to their needs   

Work effectively with a range of new and existing partners  

Develop our role as representing the communities of West Hounslow  

Improve our financial sustainability attracting income form a range of funders  

Ensure our governance is strong and effective  
 
We are committed to developing our delivery across three broad areas (set out below) which can be expanded and developed as funds allow, and 
which enable Feltham Arts to deliver our mission. 
 

Engaging  Local People in the Arts  
 

Residents in the west of Hounslow are not only the most deprived in the Borough, but also those who access arts the least – and potentially 

have the most to gain from a vibrant arts ecology. We will encourage many more local people to get involved in arts activities which meet 

their needs, we will also have expanded our partnership work to ensure that we represent a wide range of local communities in our activities. 

In order to deliver a step-change in our delivery, we need to increase our resourcing (both human and financial) – focusing on our outreach 

and engagement work to ensure we continue to work with and meet the needs of our local communities. 

 



  

Fostering Civic Pride 

The association to Feltham Young Offenders has historically painted Feltham and West Hounslow in a negative light. Feltham Arts will apply creative solutions 

to produce projects that help to break down barriers and build a positive identity of the area through engagement in the arts. 

 

Using our strong relationships and partnerships with the local authority and VCSE organisations, we will develop more programmes and approaches which 

understand and harness the assets in neighbourhoods and communities and to assist alternative networks of support for residents to lead, access and develop 

their interest in the arts. 

 

Through an arts programme shaped by residents we want to contribute to achieving thriving and responsive communities. 
 
 
Developing the Arts Ecology 

A thriving arts ecology in Feltham not only provides opportunities for local residents and artists to engage with more creative opportunities but also will allow 

Feltham Arts to continue to work with local artists and develop responsive opportunities which meet local needs. We will have developed new opportunities 

for professional development that will work to ensure that artists have the skills and networks they need to support local people, and in turn increase the 

value that arts have in the local community. In turn this will help to drive the base of both arts’ economy and ecology local artists, to deliver a much broader 

and more sustainable range of activities than we can do on our own, directly supporting our overall mission. 

 
Meeting the needs of Hounslow – Stepping Up to the Challenge 

 

As Feltham’s needs and demographics continue to change, we want to remain rooted in the community, reflecting the desires and challenges that they have 

and responding to them in a way that creates opportunities for skills development, work and community cohesion. However more than that, we want to play a 

key role in developing a thriving arts ecology in West Hounslow - giving space, time and resources to the artists and people who live and work here and working 

together to make the area a creative hive of activity. By generating opportunities, we will drive increased skills and employment, and generate income for the 

area supporting its ongoing economic development. 
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OUTREACH
Housing Estates

Sheltered 
Accomodation
Heritage Sites

Community Centre's

OUTDOOR EVENTS
Winters Night Carnival

Town Centres
Parks

ALL AGES
Under 5s

Children & Family
Young People

Adults & Older Peiople

ALL AGES
Under 5s

Children & Family
Young People
Adults & Older 

Peiople

AWARD WINNING 
VOLUNTEERS &     

WORK EXPERIENCE

FELTHAM FESTIVAL
Community Funday

Exhibitins
Showcases

SCHOOLS
Lantern Workshops

Feltham Station Gallery
Community Events

Our Work 2021-2022

DEVELOPING LOCAL 
ARTISTS    

&   
ARTS    

ORGANISATIONS 

OUR WORK 2023/24



  

Directors & 
Advisory 

Committee 

Project 

Managers & Administrator 

Artists & 
Volunteers 

Working 
with the 

community 
and partners 

Feltham Arts has 1 full time and 7 part time members of staff: 

• Programme Development Manager 

• Programme Manager 

• Administrator 

• Outreach Community Arts Worker 

• Artists and Artist Assistants 

• Freelance Workers (contracted) 
 
 
These posts are partly core funded by the London Borough of Hounslow’s 

‘We Are Hounslow’ and the National Lottery’s ‘Reaching Community Fund’, 

income from services and raised income from other source’s e.g. Trusts & 

Foundations; contracted freelance workers are also funded in the same 

way. All these contracted posts are time limited and subject to project 

funding.  

 
T e a m  W o r k 

The managers and arts practitioners work as a close and mutually 

supportive team, striving, producing and directing together, passionate 

about what they do and ambitious to do more and ever better projects. 

 
The core team is small and (needs to be) flexible, the Programme Managers 

and Administrator coordinate a variety of projects at any given time. They 

are involved in all aspects of the project including managing, delivery and 

fundraising and may also deliver alongside freelance artists. 

 

GOVERNANCE & STAFF 



WORKFORCE EQUALITY, DIVERSITY 
AND INCLUSION   DATA

45 % are 
aged 34 
and over 

90% identify as female,  
non - binary or chose to self - 
describe 

% have a  23 
Disability  
and/or 
long term health 
condition 

5% identified as 
LGBTQ+ 

STAFF 

BOARD 

90% are  
aged 35 - 74

87

40 % have a  
Disability  
and/or 
long term health 
condition 

99 % identify as female 

   40% are from Global 
oohhhhhMajority communities 

% are from Global  20 
Majority communities 

- 



Oily Cart 

Festival Event for Children 
with SEND’S 

“Absolutely fabulous session, 
interactive, sensory, full of fun. And 
my son had a fantastic time. We will 
definitely attend more shows.” 
Parent Oily Carte performance 

“So good, so well thought out. Love 
being able to access a show 
specifically created for children 
with disabilities.” Perfectly 
pitched”. Parent Oily Carte 
performance 



  

Funding 
 

National Lottery ‘Reaching Communities’ 
BBC Children in Need  
Garfield Weston 
London Borough of Hounslow ‘We Are Hounslow’ 
London Borough of Hounslow Thriving Communities 2023-24   
London Borough of Hounslow Thriving Communities, Reach Foundation Feltham Station Mural Project 
London Borough of Hounslow – Your Neighbourhood – Station Gallery 
Arts Council England – Festivals and Exhibitions 
The Centre, Feltham – Outdoor Arts Programme 
 

Thank You 

To all the regular volunteers who give up their time for our various activities and have provided much needed support over the course of 

this difficult year. We would also like to thank the Feltham, Hanworth and Bedfont Library Staff for their ongoing support with publicising our 

projects. To The Centre, Feltham for their generous support throughout the year. The London Borough of Hounslow who provide ongoing 

support to the organisation and ensuring we deliver a quality service. 

 



Company Limited No: 04134760 
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