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O U R  M I S S I O N
 
Established in 2000, Baraka Community Association emerged as a grassroots response to social 
challenges faced by disadvantaged communities, particularly those from ethnic minority 
backgrounds. 
Our mission is deeply rooted in providing access to quality education and dismantling systemic 
barriers. This work is guided by trustees with lived experience - individuals intimately connected to 
the struggles of our communities.

Since its inception, Baraka has been a catalyst for positive transformation, guided by a steadfast 
commitment to empowerment. 
 
Our journey is one of significant milestones achieved and meaningful impact - a testament to the 
power of community-led initiatives. 

As we reflect on our journey, Baraka remains dedicated to upholding its founding principles. Trustees, 
with their lived experience, play a pivotal role alongside the support of our passionate volunteers and 
partners to ensure that our mission transcends words becoming a lived reality. 

As we look to the future, Baraka remains dedicated in working to empower individuals and break 
down systemic barriers. Together, we are building a resilient and inclusive community where 
opportunity and success is within everyone’s reach.



Director’s Statement
           

                     Dear Members, Supporters, and Partners, 

          As we navigate through the pages of our 2023-24 Annual Report, it brings me immense pride to reflect on the 
transformative journey of the Baraka Community Association. In our unwavering commitment to empowerment 
through education, we have shattered barriers and sown the seeds of lifelong learning. Our mission extends 
beyond conventional boundaries as we witness the emergence of leaders of tomorrow - youth equipped with 
skills, guided by mentorship, and invigorated through sport activities and enriching day trips. It's more than a 
goal; it's a commitment to sculpting a brighter, more dynamic future. Particularly poignant is our dedication to 
levelling the playing field for young girls, especially those from ethnic minority backgrounds. Breaking 
stereotypes and fostering a supportive environment, we champion their active participation in sports. 

          We believe in the power of sports not just for physical well-being but as a tool for leadership development and 
community engagement. In our pursuit of addressing social issues, we've tirelessly worked towards a more 
equitable and just society. Through targeted interventions, we combat poverty, inequality, and discrimination, 
recognising the intricate web of challenges that affect the overall wellbeing of our communities. 

          Our advocacy and sustainable impact efforts resonate deeply within our mission. Beyond immediate needs, we 
strive to influence policies, raise awareness, and contribute to enduring community development. The heartbeat 
of our programs is sustainability, creating positive changes that ripple through time. Our operational excellence 
is rooted in a grassroots perspective, empowering volunteers, fostering collaboration, and engaging in 
community advocacy. Inclusivity isn’t just a principle; it's our way of life. We embrace diversity, ensuring our 
initiatives are accessible and beneficial for everyone. As we turn each page of this report, I extend my heartfelt 
gratitude to our members, volunteers, and partners. 

         Your invaluable support inspires and propels us forward. Looking ahead, Baraka remains steadfast in its 
commitment to learning, adapting, and standing alongside our communities. Together we will build a lasting 
legacy of positive change.

          
          Sincerely, Abdullahi Ali -  Director 

•  



Our Impact
At Baraka, our commitment to creating positive change is reflected in the measurable outcomes we track across 
various projects. Through diligent monitoring and evaluation, we ensure that our efforts translate into tangible 
benefits for the communities we serve.

In Project 1, "Bridging the Disadvantage Gap," our education-focused initiative has achieved remarkable results. 
Students participating in weekly classes experienced an average increase of 2 grade points in Maths, English, and 
Science. With an impressive 88% average attendance, achieving a 100% GCSE pass rate for the 2023 cohort. Each 
week, approximately 50 students attended classes, accumulating 200 learning hours each week at our centre. 

Project 2, "Gender Equality in Sports Participation," has successfully empowered  30 young girls and women in 
regular fitness and football sessions. Notably, 80% of participants reported that, without Baraka's provision, they 
wouldn't engage in physical activities due to low self-esteem and a lack of female-only offerings in the local area.  

Project 3, "Holistic Community Development," our inclusive approach brought together approximately 50 attendees 
each week, including young people and their parents. Six simultaneous activities were provided, ranging from 
kayaking to arts and crafts, ensuring a diverse offering for everyone. These sessions fostered community bonding, 
with 74% of families reporting that Baraka’s sessions were the only time in the week they engaged in activities 
together. Additionally,93% formed new friendships through these sessions. 

Project 4, "Youth Leadership Development," showcased the positive outcomes of our residential and outdoor trips. 
A significant 95% of young people reported self-growth, with improved confidence being the most frequently cited 
domain. Notably, 62% agreed that access to team sports and outdoor trips during school holidays reduced the 
likelihood of engaging in anti-social behavior. Several young attendees have since taken on leadership roles within 
the council and other local organisations. 

Project 5, "BCA Talks and Parenting Classes," our parenting programs have had a transformative impact, with 85% 
of parents implementing effective strategies that have improved family dynamics. These changes have fostered 
healthier relationships and created a more supportive home environment.

These impactful outcomes underscore our commitment to holistic community development, education, and 
empowerment, demonstrating the profound and lasting difference Baraka is making in the lives of individuals and 
families within our community. 



In 2023-24 over 300
Beneficiaries took part across all our projects 

.

100%
• GCSE pass rate in the Year 11 

216
• Student learning hours in our centre each week

80%
• of Young girls and Women would not engage in fitness activities without our provision

62%

• of Young People report that activities reduce the likelihood of them engaging in 
anti-social  behaviour



Our Future Plans
Baraka Community Association is propelled by a vision of continued growth and positive transformation within our 
community. Our commitment to development, education, and empowerment will chart the course for the years 
ahead, building on the achievements of our ongoing projects. 

In the realm of education, we aim to extend our reach, ensuring that even more students benefit from our program. 
Our goal is not only to bridge the disadvantage gap but to provide additional support and opportunities that foster 
academic excellence and unlock potentials.

Building on the success of our sports inclusivity project, we plan to diversify our sports offerings. The objective is to 
create a more inclusive environment, accommodating a variety of interests and encouraging greater participation 
among community members. Youth leadership development will be a key focus, with the intention of providing 
more opportunities for personal growth, skill-building, and community engagement. Our aim is to cultivate a new 
generation of leaders who contribute to a better society. 

As we embark on this journey into the future, Baraka is focused not only on sustaining the positive impact we've 
made but also expanding them. Together with our community members, partners, and allies, we aim to create a 
thriving and inclusive environment where everyone has the opportunity to flourish, paving the way for a brighter 
and more equitable future for all.



Projects & activities

Kayaking sessions

Half Term activities

Arts and crafts 

Baraka Girls and 
Mothers Football

Friday youth sessions 

Educational classes

Cooking classes 

Mother’s health & 
wellbeing classes

Woodrow High House & Hindleap Warren Residential Trips

Boys Football (Saturday & Sunday)



FRIDAY YOUTH SESSION: 

SOCIAL MEDIA SAFETY WORKSHOP  



ARTS AND CRAFTS 

 

Part of our summer programme included our arts and crafts sessions with Abundance arts.



COOKING SESSIONS 



GIRLS FOOTBALL SESSIONS 



BOYS FOOTBALL SESSIONS @ WESTWAY
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 



MOTHERS FOOTBALL SESSIONS 



WOODROW HIGH HOUSE & LEISURE CENTRE RESIDENTIAL 
TRIP

 



EDUCATIONAL CLASSES
Our educational classes offer support in Maths, English and Science as part of our 
Bridging the Gap project 



MOTHERS HEALTH AND WELLBEING SESSIONS
Every Thursday at the Hub the mothers get together to talk about ways to improve their 
health and wellbeing and are provided a healthy breakfast and lunch. On Fridays they 
participate in sewing classes where they have made a range of items.



THORPE PARK DAY TRIP



Our Supporters

• The Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea 
• John Lyon’s Charity 
• Kensington and Chelsea Foundation 
• The London Community Foundation 
• The Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 
• Lightbulb Trust 
• Addison Youth
• London Marathon Foundation
• Garfield Weston Foundation 
• Young Kensington and Chelsea Foundation 
• Westway Development Trust 
• Jack Petchey 
• BBC children in need
 
 


























