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        Baraka Community Association provides educational support, field trips, advocacy 
and  other services to young people and families in west London. Our aim is to 
support young people as they develop into healthy socially engaged, confident adults 
and improve educational and employment prospects. Our work is focused on young 
people from ethnic minority backgrounds, including British – Somali community. 

        We aim to advance the welfare and integration of communities, and concentrate on 
those who live in the London boroughs of Kensington and Chelsea, Westminster, 
Hammersmith  & Fulham and Brent 
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Baraka Aim’s 

Cooking classes Health and well-being project 



Chairman’s statement 

I’m delighted to report that we have a deep local understanding and awareness of the issues 
and circumstances that cause challenges in the daily lives of children, young people, and their 
families. Our legacy in the community has been built on foundations of understanding, compassion 
and trust and this is what gives Baraka Community Association inspiration and energy to support 
those communities who are at risk of social and economic exclusion.   

 

In 2020/21 Of course, our success is because we have travelled this journey with our friends and 
stakeholders walking hand-in-hand through difficult circumstances, navigating problem solving and 
celebrating triumphs.  It is this collaborative approach to community building that drives the heart-
felt mission of Baraka Community Association.  We would not have been successful without the 
determination and resilience of the community that we work with.   

 

The community we serve has grown considerably over the past years from first generation migrants 
to fourth generation young Britons. Along with this growth there has also been an increase in the 
social and economic problems faced, and in turn, an increasing demand for our services. 

 

This year has been a tough year with the Covid -19 issues to deal with, fewer opportunities and fewer 
options for young people. The economic climate has also had an impact on our ability to provide the 
community with the support needed to face the hardships brought by Covid -19 restrictions and lock-
downs. Our staff and volunteers worked diligently to ensure that Baraka continued to deliver services 
for the community.  

 

On behalf of the management committee, I would like to thank all our staff and volunteers who 
worked with minimal resources to deliver excellent quality services at the youth centre, drop-in 
sessions, supplementary education classes, sports and fitness, Health and wellbeing project, youth 
outreach, after school homework club and our parenting programme which is funded by 
Hammersmith and Fulham council.  

 

I would also like to thank all our funders for their financial support and our partners for their expert 
advice, support and training, thus helping to make the work we do possible. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all the young people and their families for their participation and 
support, giving us the opportunity to demonstrate that charities like ours can make a huge difference 
in our community and to young people’s lives. 

 

 

Hassan Mohamud (Chairman)  
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exeCutive DireCtor’s  statement 

 

 
 

2020 has been an unprecedented year. Like many charities and community-based organisations, 

throughout the year, we continuously adapted and changed our services to the community in North 

Kensington to respond to changing restrictions and needs arising from the pandemic. While some 

activities were restricted or stopped completely such as sport, residential and youth club sessions, 

others were created and expanded; online tutoring, food deliveries, laptop distribution, one-to-one 

support and youth outreach. 

We had a major challenge in front of us, as an organisation, to  keep the community connected.  

We made provision for one of our key workers to work from home. They have equipment and 

access to systems to continue to deliver support to our community. 

During 2020, our team of dedicated staff and volunteers have been stocking and delivering 

essential supplies and medications.  Our youth workers have been collecting donations of fitness 

equipment and delivering this to young people to help them stay fit and positively engaged at 

home.  

We had to respond very quickly and adapt and learn new ways of working remotely and to ensure 

that we are following guidance for social distancing and staying safe. 

We consulted with families through our WhatsApp group.  The majority of parents and young 

people have been asking for help and support with their educational needs.  Young people want to 

stay in touch with friends, take part in fun activities and access to support 

We have been doing our best to stay in touch with our community and continue to support.  But it 

has been very challenging.  There has been a significant impact on our organisation due to the 

dramatic increase in demand for support and an increase in stress and anxiety for our small team. 

We increased our work with children and young people to address the risks of falling behind with 

education and increased mental health problems.  

We organised online meetings for all our staff and volunteers, to explain the new ways of working 

and ensure that everyone understands their responsibilities for safeguarding and how to follow the 

government guidance for staying safe.  

 

Abdullahi Ali 
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Physical and sporting activities 

We provided girls only sporting and physical activities aimed at improving their 
physical and mental wellbeing, raising their confidence, self-esteem and removing 
the stigma which is based on cultural practices.  

 education and COMPUTER CLASSES 

 
We were delighted to have secured funding from London Community Response Fund 
for Laptops, which we handed to children and young people who need better digital 

access. and provided online education support for children and young people 
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 baraka 2020-21 numbers 
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Children's feedback 

  

The online sessions over zoom have been very useful. Since the pandemic we have had to adapt 
to teaching being delivered online. However, the sessions that are delivered by my school are 
sometimes pre-recorded and as a result very difficult to have much interaction with the teacher. 
This means that I often find it difficult to ask questions when I don’t understand concepts in 
class as a result of this set up. The small group and interactive nature of the online sessions 
delivered by Baraka allows the opportunity to interact with the tutor and address areas of 
weakness which might not of been addressed at school. 

 
  

 
I have found the GCSE booklets that have compiled questions by topic very useful. I am able to 
test my knowledge after learning a topic and is good preparation for exams. Having the booklets 
means I am able to continue to work at home at my own pace and seek help on questions that I 
found difficult or didn’t understand during the online lessons 
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Over the last few months, I have been completing practise SATs papers in timed condition. 
Initially I found them difficult. However, learning from my mistakes which were explained to me 
during our online teaching, made doing the papers easier. This has reflected in my scores going 
up and up as I continue to practise these papers. Attending the online lessons has made me feel 
more confident going into my SATs in the summer.  

 
 
 
Being able to watch the tutor write on the screen whilst solving maths problems makes it easier 
for us to understand. We get to ask a lot of questions and have turns at answering the 
questions which makes learning more interesting and fun 

 
Salma – Year 4  

 

 
Yahya - Year 6 

 

 
Ibtisam - Year 10 

 

 
Yassin - Year 7 

 



 Young people’s journeY with 

baraka 
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Youth workers statements 
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‘’I met Abdullahi the director of Baraka on a Hindleap trip Warren residential where I was 

representing another charity as a youth worker/mentor. The Baraka kids bonded with me 
immediately and Abdullahi brought me in to start a boxing and mentoring programme. I coach 

boxing twice a week with Baraka youths. It has been so successful, we are known locally, and we 
will soon start a third session. The young people who come to the boxing classes open up about 
what is happening localy, with gangs, knifes, drugs and underage relationships. The boxing is a 

way to build the bonds, with positive feedback and allowing them to release the anger they 
accumulate during the week. After the boxing, the group shares food and discuss the issues that 
come up for them in their lives. We talk about their aspirations, I encourage them top focus on 
their school work, talk to them seriously about social media, school exclusions, manners, health 

and wellbeing and eating properly. I mentor a group of older youths, aged 18 and up to help them 
into jobs and apprenticeships. In a nutshell, they have a safe space and they ae listened to, 

understood and not judged in a very judgmental world. 

Baraka has been a great support for me personally and professionally, working with youths and helping 
them. Baraka has allowed me to maximise my time with them. I want to see these young people 
when I’m older. If they are successful, they might point to me and say ‘he helped me out’…I also 

have children and that makes me passionate about helping young people. I think how would I want 
my children to be treated. 

All the staff and volunteers at Baraka have been there a long time, and I am thankful to be one of them. 

I am particularly thankful to Abdullhi the director for making this happen,  ’’  Mo 

As a young person in the community I was brought to the Baraka Youth sessions by my parents and was 
introduced to Mr Abdullahi Ali, who welcomed me and my siblings with open arms. In the early years of 
attending Baraka, I would attend the Maths, English and Science supplementary classes that would help 
me in my development throughout my school years from primary all the way through to secondary. On 
the weekends there were also football sessions run by other volunteers who would make the sessions fun 
and give me the freedom to exert any built up energy and eventually would fuel my love for football and 
sports as a whole. Residential trips were and are still something I look back on with great memories, as it 
allowed myself and other young people to travel and experience a new environment. A good example of 
this is the annual residential trip to Hindleap Warren activity centre which is located in Sussex. The trip 
would consist of taking part in planned daily activities which include swimming, archery, zip wire, 
orienteering as well as many other enjoyable activities. In addition to residential trips within the United 
Kingdom. Being able to attend the youth group at a young age allowed me to develop many skills that I 
now use and have used throughout not only my educational journey but my personal journey in life. The 
last three years have seen me study and graduate from Brunel University London with a Sports and 
Exercise degree. I feel as if many of the skills learnt through attending educational sessions and various 
others run by Baraka have enabled me to flourish and excel in many of the challenges I have faced. I feel 
now at the age of 21 having finished university and entering the next chapter of my life, it is my duty to 
give back and volunteer within Baraka to give the young people some inspiration and also to provide 
them with a positive role model they can look up to and ask questions if they have any concerns or 

issues. Zakariya 



Supporting statement 

I have known Baraka Community Association for a number of years and they’ve 
always been a focal point for our residents, especially our ethnic and cultural 
diverse community here in North Kensington. Due to the Covid pandemic and 
subsequent measures that have followed afterwards, they have continued to 
engage with residents from all over West London by delivering and facilitating 
quality work with children, young people and their families.  

This year in particular they have developed more work with girls and young women 
from the Eastern African diaspora, working with a number of partners in order 
to explore themes around Intersectionality.  These interventions have proved to be 
critical in creating pathways for educational equity as a catalyst for personal 
growth, skills development and social mobility. 

 Keni Thomas 

Special Projects Manager, Communities 

Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 

 
 
Baraka Community Association has been a valuable Health Partner in the work 
undertaken in North Kensington during the last year. They have made a valuable 
contribution to ensure that the communities that they serve have access to health 
and wellbeing support during the lockdown and continue with the provision of 
health services in safe and secure manner. The Association has actively contributed 
by providing feedback and leading on key local health campaigns from vaccine 
hesitancy to flu jabs. We look forward to continue working with them in partnership 
to best serve the local communities. 

 
Krishna Sarda 
Head of Engagement 
North Kensington Recovery Team 
NHS North West London Clinical Commissioning Group 
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                                                               Staff & Volunteers 
 

 

   

      Abdullahi Ali  Executive Director 
      Ahmed Bhairien  Office Manager    
       
      Mohammed Senhaji  Youth Engagement Officer 
      Zak Mohammed  Trainee Youth worker   
      Istahil Abdule  Girls Youth worker 
      Maryam Osman  Fitness trainer 
      Sahra Liban  Health & wellbeing coordinator 
      Sahal Said  Football coach 
      Ahmed Nur  Education coordinator)                                                              
 
                                                  Regular Volunteers/Mentors 
      Suleyman Osman  Volunteer    
      Sharifa Nur  Volunteer  
      Maryama Nur  Volunteer   
      Abdirahman  Mohamed  Volunteer 
      Suad Abdullahi  Peer Mentor 
      Binof Ali Abdulaziz  Peer Mentor   
      Mohamed Abukar  Peer Mentor  
      Ilyas Mohamed  Peer Mentor 
   
  

                                         
Our Supporters 

 John Lyons Charity 
 Kensington and Chelsea Foundation 
 Cadogan Estates in partnership with the Kensington and Chelsea 

Foundation’ (Donations of 12 laptops) 
 The London Community Foundation 
 The Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea 
 The Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham  
 London Funders 
 City Bridge Trust 
 Garfield Weston Foundation 
 Young Kensington and Chelsea Foundation 
 Westway Development Trust 
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Accounts  
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UK Registered Charity Number 1087721  

Address. Office: 10 Canal Side House, 383 
Ladbroke Grove, London, W10 5AA  

 

 BARAKA COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION  

 

       “We deliver on all our promises, engage, and ensures that understanding, respect 
and empathy is reflected in the work we do to improve the lives of children and 
young people through improved access to  opportunities and by developing 
aspirations’’ 
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