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Aims of the Trust 
The Durham Palestine Educational Trust aims to: 
• Contribute to the social, economic and political development of Palestine through 

scholarships for Palestinians to study in the UK at Durham University 
• Increase awareness in Durham of events in Palestine, especially as they affect education 
• Help students of Durham University to study at Palestinian universities 
• Promote academic developments in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and to promote links 

with, and academic exchanges between, them and Durham University 
This report gives details of the activities undertaken by the Trust in pursuit of these aims. The 
Trust takes all appropriate measures to assess, mitigate and manage the risks associated with its 
activities.  
 
Introduction 
 
This has been a terrible year for Palestine. We have all become familiar with the grim daily news 
of death and destruction in Gaza; circumstances for those living in the West Bank have become 
extremely difficult. As I write, there seems no end to the suffering in sight. Every aspect of life 
has been profoundly affected – including higher education. Gaza’s universities are in ruins, their 
staff and students displaced; many have been killed. West Bank universities operate in  
increasingly challenging circumstances.  
 
The human and financial cost of the events of the last year are huge. DPET’s work is tiny when 
compared with the scale of this loss. Yet it does offer hope, and a reminder that there will be a 
future. The work of DPET, and other charities like it, has never been of more importance. 
 
The students who arrived in Durham in October 2023 faced an extraordinarily difficult year. 
Each day has brought new fears and new grief.  Their perseverance in the face of these 
circumstances is admirable, and remarkable. All have completed their studies. We do not know 
what the future will hold for them, but we can be sure that they are resourceful, talented and 
determined and that they have much to contribute. 
 
At the end of September, we welcomed five new students to Durham.  Lina Al-Najjar, Farah Al-
Mallahi,  Shawkat Shrikha, Hiba Iftaiha and Taima Tammam. Each of them has faced a difficult 
journey. There are other students who hold DPET scholarships but have been unable to travel to 



Durham this year; their scholarships have been deferred, with the support of the University, and 
we hope to be able to welcome these students to Durham next year. 
 
The University has been consistently supportive and helpful throughout this year, staying  in 
close contact with the students, and with DPET trustees. This support has come from many 
levels and is very much appreciated – it has been very reassuring for both students and trustees 
to know that the University is so committed. The recently-graduated cohort benefitted greatly 
from this support; the University has also been extremely helpful in arranging language tests 
and expediting study visa applications for the cohort who have just arrived.  The list of those 
who should be thanked is long. It includes Karen O’Brien, Shaid Mahmood, Fiona O’Carroll, 
Claire O’Malley, Frances Donegan, Sam Dale and Margret Bidnell-Rowe – and many others, 
across the University, who have helped the students through the year.  
 
Each year I thank the trustees for their commitment. This year, more than ever, I must draw 
attention to this. In particular, I must – once again – thank Bill and Diane Williamson, who work 
extraordinarily hard to bring students to Durham and who provide unstintingly generous 
kindness and hospitality to them once they are here. I would also like to express my 
appreciation for the continued, invaluable, work of Eileen Williamson as Treasurer and Penny 
Wilson as Secretary.  DPET relies on its trustees and on a wider community of volunteers – my 
thanks to them all. DPET students feel welcomed and befriended by all colleagues associated 
with DPET; this has become a brand identity, an important part of our reputation and the 
Durham offer to our students. 
 
Public benefit 
We have referred to the Charity Commission’s general guidance on public benefit when 
reviewing our aims and objectives and in planning future activities. The trustees consider that 
the charity’s activities reflect our aims and objectives, and that they are designed to provide 
accessible services and activities that benefit the appropriate sector of the public in accordance 
with our charitable activities. DPET students have met many people within and outside the 
university. They have given talks to various local groups and have introduced and shown films 
about Palestine to other students. They have organized fund-raising events to support people in 
Gaza.  
 
Achievements and performance 
DPET has now supported the postgraduate education of almost seventy Palestinians at Durham. 
Former students have gone on to make a range of contributions to the development of 
Palestine, as noted below. 
 
Scholarship Competition 2024-25 
The funds in the Pauline Bequest are held in perpetuity. The income from the Bequest is to be 
used to support Palestinian students to study for masters degrees at Durham, at the discretion 
of the Pauline Bequest Committee. Following the decision of that Committee, and thanks to a 
further gift agreement with the University, DPET has been able to use the income from the 
Pauline Bequest together with funds from other donations to provide studentships. As noted 
above, five students have started this year; next year, we expect to welcome seven students. 
 

Despite the very difficult circumstances – including constant power cuts and internet outages - 
DPET received a significant number of strong applications for scholarships: 43 applications  met 
the criteria for entry: 15 from men and 28 from women. 33 applicants were from Gaza and 10 
from the West Bank. Many thanks to Bill Williamson, Dave Harrop and Elaine Malcolm for 
producing a shortlist of applicants, to Diane Williamson for providing administrative support by 
chasing references and processing applications.  
 



It proved difficult to maintain the support which DPET usually offers to students in preparing for 
and taking the IELTS English language qualification (for admission to UK universities. The British 
Council, through which this was arranged, has been unable to operate in Gaza throughout the 
year. Fortunately, with support from the university, DPET has been able to help some students 
from Gaza, including some displaced to Egypt, to take the Durham  Password  Skills Test – an 
IELTS equivalent - free of charge. 
 
 
Previous Students 
 
Students from the academic year 2002/3 have made use of the graduate visa opportuity to find 
work in the UK. Mohammed Salha (Computer Science) works in a young IT company in 
Newcastle. Hassen Awashra (Plant Science) is working with an agricultural company in the North 
East, Miral Makhlouf is working  from Manchester for a Christian charity supporting initiatives in 
Palestine. Abrar Equilan works with an trading company in Birmingham with close links with the 
Middle East. 
 
Graduates from the 2023/24 intake have had a very stressful year and two of them – Dalya 
Saleh (Education) and Samar Saleh (Anthropology) are unable to return to Gaza. Both are 
exploring possibilities to undertake PhDs. Four students from the West Bank – Ahmad  Ashqar 
(Anthropology) Butheyna Qutaina (Renewable Energy and Managemet), Diana Hindya (Civil 
Engineering) and Zain Hamayel (Law) are seeking further professional development or PhD 
programmes in the UK. 
 
DPET seeks to maintain contact with past students and with those who have not yet returned to 
Palestine. It is a pleasure to report that Eman Alasah (2019/20) completed her PhD at 
Northmbria University and now has a lectureship at a new university in Ramallah on the West 
Bank. Tamara Barakt (2016/17) successfully completed her PhD in Translation Studies and now 
holds a lectureship jointly with the University of Amman  and Strathclyde.Wafa Alijla (2021/22) 
from Gaza is working as a civil engineer with a Newcastle based company.Two former DPET 
students – Mahmoud Shalabi (2014/15) and Tarneem Hammad (2020/21) are working in Gaza 
for the UK Charity, Medical Aid for Palestine. They are doing important work in dreadful 
circumstances. Arwa  Alzraiy   (2021/22), now a Durham PhD student, is marooned in Gaza 
unable to conduct the field work she planned for her research. Former students have built 
successful careers in finance and banking in Palestine, in work with NGOs, in higher education, 
social work, water engineering, heritage management and civil administration. Through 
marriage and recently to escape bombing, some now live outside Palestine. It is difficult to 
maintain contact with them all but DPET colleagues try to and there is great mutual benefit in 
doing so. 
 
Fundraising Activities 
 
While DPET is now supported in part by the Pauline Bequest, its work continues to depend on 
the generous gifts made by  many regular donors. Without their support, it would be simply 
impossible to sustain the number of studentships that DPET now offers.  
 
Planning for the future 
 
With the support of the University, DPET organised a workshop in April 2024, to consider the 
future of higher education in Palestine. I would like to thank Bill Williamson for leading this 
initiative, which provided an opportunity for the students to share both their knowledge of the 
current, dire circumstances and their hopes and visions. The event generated many useful 



suggestions – and reminded all involved of both the scale of the task of reconstruction that will 
be involved, and the importance of higher education for Palestine’s future. 
 
It is clear that DPET now responds to and supports a larger group of students whose needs,  
interests and aspirations have changed significantly. An important task lies ahead: to consider 
whether the role of DPET needs  to change in ways that help realise its aims and objectives in 
the very changed circumstances of the lives of students in Palestine. 
 
 

Justin Willis, Chair, Durham Palestine Education Trust, October 2024 



DURHAM PALESTINE EDUCATIONAL TRUST 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 2023-24 

We thank all our donors for their continuing strong support for the Trust’s work.  

This year our surplus has reduced to £9,772.08, but that was to be expected because we 
brought six students from Palestine.   

Standing Orders and One-off Donations 

The money from standing order donors remain approximately the same and is topped up by 
the Gift Aid.   Our thanks go to Roger Reeve for his regular donation and we still receiving 
donations from Mrs Abbott’s estate. 

Pauline Bequest  
 
The Pauline Bequest dividend continues to contribute to our funds and in line with the 
provisions of the late Paul Fortescue’s will, this income is to be used to support master’s level 
education at the University of Durham, at the discretion of the Pauline Bequest Committee. 
The income is a very welcome addition to DPET’s resources at a time of rising costs.   

Flagstone 

Interest from Flagstone has risen to £11,427.98.  I’m expecting this to reduce next year 
because the funds will be less along with the interest rate which is expected to fall. 

Total Assets 

Our total assets at 30th September 2024 were £401,430.66, at increase of £9,772.66.  

Reserve Policy 

Even though we put in place a Reserve Policy last year and we agreed have 6 students last 
year our income has still increased.  We would have liked to have had 6 students again this 
year but it has only been possible to bring 5. This year has been difficult for both our students 
and trustee due to the situation in Palestine, we are not sure how long this will continue.   

My best wishes to everyone. 

Eileen Williamson, Treasurer 

22nd October 2024 


















