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The period was dominated by the COVID restrictions, which meant that
the library premises were closed to visitors for much of the time. A visitor
protocol was developed for safe use of the premises, which allowed work
by the trustees to proceed: namely completing the re-ordering of the
collection following the installation of new shelving in Unit 5, and
continuing to catalogue the collection.

With respect to cataloguing, many of the books are so old that they do
not carry an ISBN. Although these books can often be matched to titles in
the British Library or the Library of Congress catalogues, the editions
held by these libraries often differ from the editions held by the Trust. In
the light of this difficulty, experience has shown that cataloguing is best
conducted as a two-stage procedure; the first stage is to record the
details of a book, allocate an accession number, paste in a barcode, and
re-shelve; the second is to enter the book on the online Heritage
Catalogue. The first stage is more difficult than the second; it requires
more skill and expertise, and so this stage has taken priority.

The Trust has received three major donations of books and ephemera
during the remission of lock-down. Rev. Dr. Margaret Yates of the
University of Reading donated 500 books on economic history, including
major sub-collections on industry and trade in the Home Counties, and on
urban and rural history generally. Dr. John Aldrich of the University of
Southampton donated a similar number of books on the history of
economics and statistics, including some interesting nineteen century
publications. Mr. Neville Bridger, a specialist bookdealer, donated some
important items of railways ephemera, including the financial records of
some major railway companies, including the Great Western Railway, and
a number of large-scale maps and plans. Other acquisitions continued to
be made, mainly through purchases by the chairman made from charity
bookshops that specialise in academic books.

The meetings of trustees have been conducted by e-mail, as not everyone
has access to Teams or Zoom. It was resolved to ask the Charity
Commission to authorise amendments to the foundation Trust deed that
would allow the Trust to continue to accumulate a capital fund which will
generate sufficient annual income to cover the basic running expenses of
the Trust. Although the Trust has substantial capital investments,
interest rates are now so low that a much larger capital is required to
generate a given amount of income than was the case when the Trust
was established 21 years ago. Subject to this qualification, the Trust
remains in a strong financial position, owning the leasehold on both its
properties (valued at £400,000), and having capital funds in excess of
£250,000.



The main advantage of the Trust over other research libraries is the fact
that visitors can browse (under supervision) in the main stacks as well as
in the designated Reading Room. Because shelving in the stacks is
organised by topic, the visitor can see all the books held on a given topic
shelved adjacent to each other. Thus a visitor seeking to consult a
specific book can immediately see a full range of books on the relevant
topic, browse these books, and order specific books for consultation in
the Reading Room.

Another advantage of the Trust is that readers’ access is fully inclusive.
Readers do not need to belong to some organisation, or pay a
subscription, in order to use the Library. The combination of fully
inclusive access and the opportunity to browse in the stacks is quite
exceptional among specialist research libraries the UK.

Although the Library has been closed to visitors, interest in using the
Library appears to be increasing, and we are looking forward to
welcoming more visitors after restrictions have been lifted. Academic
researchers and history enthusiasts have so far been the main users, but
an important objective of the Trust is to actively encourage wider access,
as indicated above.
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| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended

As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act
2011 (“the Act’).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, |
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. 1 confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention ) in connection with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:
e accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of
the Act or
e the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply.
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Section B Disclosure

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for
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