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Across the District it has been a full on, activity and exciting fun filled year.

One of the key events for 2023 was the County Challenge Camp at Bramham in July 2023. Around
400 Beavers & cubs, Scouts and Explorers attended from Friday night to Sunday on a fun packed
camp with numerous activities.

This year the number of young people registered with the Scout association in January this year on
the annual census figures for the district has slightly risen again to 940 from 811 last year.

The break down is as follows - 259 Beavers (216 last year), 314 Cubs (288 last Year), 233 Scouts
(220 last year), 81 Explorers (79 last year) and 4 Network, (8 last year).

The number of registered adult members in the district has risen this year to 314 from 291 adults in
2023. This is due in part to groups recruiting more sectional assistants in order to support the number
of appointed leaders.

The total membership in the district for 2024 is 1254 members (1102 last year). Overall Young people
grew by just over 15% and the district grew by 13%. We are continuing regain the losses we
encountered due to the pandemic and the signs for the coming year looking good for a further overall
growth.

Interest in the young people wishing to join the organisation remains high with daily enquiries
dropping in to inboxes and waiting lists at groups continue to reflect this.

We have still struggled again this year to fill some of the roles across the district team, roles
Particularly the District Secretary and DESC roles. Other members across the trustee board have
stepped up and helped out when needed with the secretary role, we do however still need someone
to help with this admin role. In general the DESC role has been picked up by myself but unfortunately
| feel | may not full filled it to its full and for this reason there is no separate explorer report.

The explorer units are however doing well, all providing a great program of activities for their young
people and | think this is shown by the increase of Explorer scouts across all the units. It is hoped in
the coming year we can increase the explorer provision across the district to allow more young people
to carry on their scouting journey and for more young people to join.

The district team has worked well together over the last year with Simon Richards continuing to
support the Beaver section, Joshua Hammond - Assistant District Commissioner (Cub Section
Support). Jeni Burrell - Assistant District Commissioner (Scout Section Support) all creating some
exciting and well attended District events.

Credits also go out to Chris Stead (ADC Activities) Narrowboat, Nick Fox (ADC Water Activities)
Jacob Barnes & Lucy Huggins (Youth Commissioners)

| want to thank them for full filling these much, needed support roles. Thank you to each and every
one of you.

| want to thank all the other support members across the district in the various teams for their
continued support and dedication.

It is appropriate to salute all the fantastic leaders, section assistants and helpers across the district for
their continued commitment, dedication, time and hard work they all show to their groups and to the
young people of Wakefield. — Thank you each and every one of you.

| know many this year have received Young Leader, long service awards and for many have
completed their adult training Wood badges. Many of which | have had the pleasure of presenting -
Well done to everyone who has received an award this year.
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Thank you also to the Trustee Board, everyone on the Campsite and Narrowboat sub committees, my
District Team and the County Team who have continued to work tirelessly in supporting myself and
the whole district over another difficult year and to anyone else who has supported or helped me over
the last year. Thank you.

As move even closer to the coming changes in scouting with new role titles and descriptions and
working in a new team structure we look forward to the future, there has already been some
challenges and there will be still some hurdles to get over but as always, we are scouts and we will
rise to the challenge.

The hope is that these changes will help with volunteer recruitment and in that we can provide more
exciting evening meetings activities and camps for our young people of Wakefield.

Like last year | ask in the coming year that we challenge ourselves with one of the following.

¢ Individual — Recruit a parent, friend, work colleague, relative or former member to fill any
adult role, large or small.

e Events: Encourage groups and sections to get involved with both District & County events.

o Team — Work with one another rather than against each other and utilise or engage with one
another.

¢ Encourage - Offer support and guidance rather that criticism.

A quote —

“The real way to get happiness is by giving out happiness to other people.”

Lord Robert Baden Powell

Thank you everyone.

Adrian Cooper
District Commissioner.



Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of the

WAKEFIELD DISTRICT SCOUT COUNCIL

I report on the accounts of the Group/District/County/Area for the year ended 31% March 2024

which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet and related notes set out on pages.........
This report is made solely to the trustees in accordance with Section 145 of the Charities Act 2011. My work has
been undertaken so that | might state to the charity's trustees those matters | am required to state to them in an
Independent Examiner's report and for no other purpose. To the fullest extent permitted by law, | do not accept or
assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the charity’s trustees for my examination work.
Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner

The Group's/District's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. They consider that an audit is not
required for this year (under Section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act)) and that an independent
examination is needed.

Itis my responsibility to:

* Examine the accounts (under Section 145 of the Charities Act);

e To follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners (under
Section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act); and

¢ To state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner's report

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners. An
examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Group/District and a comparison of the
accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the
accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to
whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.

Independent Examiner's statement

In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention (other than that disclosed below i

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect, the requirements

® to keep accounting records in accordance with Section 130 of the Charities Act :and

® to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting
requirements of the Charities Act have not been met; or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to
be reached.

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply

LT700006 (1% February 2017)



Wakefield District Scouts
Receipts and Payments Account

For the year from 01/04/2023 To 31/03/2024
Receipts and payments
2023/24 2023/24 2022/23 2022/23
Unrestricted funds  Restricted funds Unrestricted funds Restricted funds
£ £ £ £

Receipts
Donations, legacies and similar income
Membership subscriptions 49,146 38,759 .
Less:Membership subscriptions paid on = 43,630 - 36,537
(NatinnallCoannhlAreaDistrict)
Net membership subscriptions retained 5,516 . 2,222 =
Donations 285 1,298 327
George Street funds surplus 293
Activities income 22,852 123 22,963
Activities - deposit refunds 2,772
Group loan repayment 300
Group grants 2,038
Campsite grants 5,257
General grants 1,500 1,000
Campsite income 9,263 7,026
Narrowboat income 21,027 16,187
Contra unrestricted funds

Sub total 59,236 1,623 52,768 8,622
Grants .
Post Code Lottery & 25,000 & .

Sub total - 25,000 - -
Fundraising (gross)
Detail 1 = = - -
Detail 2 o 5 & -
Detail 3 g & & .
Other fundraising activities o " z %

Sub total . = 4 =
Investment income
Bank interest 621 258
Building Society interest a i . -
The Scout Association Short Term Investment Service . = = .
Property Rent income s ¥ - -
Other investment income . - 5 -

Sub total 621 - 258 =

Total Gross Income | 59,857 | 26623 | 53,026 | 8,622 |
Asset and investment sales, etc. [ | I .l
Total receipts | 59,857| 2623 | 53,026 8,622|

1 LT700002 (1st January 2017)



Wakefield District Scouts
Receipts and Payments Account

For the year from 01/04/2023 To 31/03/2024
Receipts and payments
2023/24 2023/24 2022/23 2022/23
Unrestricted funds  Restricted funds Unrestricted funds Restricted funds
£ £
Payments
Charitable Payments
Youth programme and aclivities 26,000 1,079 26,591
Campsile costs 10,533 6,053
Narrowboat costs 17,248 17,127
Web site upgrade 1,200 1,200
Administration costs 244 552
Jamboree Grants 3,500
Jubilee Venture relocation costs 2,222
St George's Day costs 3,180
Donations 327
Payments from granis received 4,918
Campsite upgrades paid from grants 10,676
Purchase og Angus Fergurson 20,000
Little Beck costs 16,960 1,137
Sub total 77,687 1,079 76,160 15,921
Fundraising expenses
Detail 1 - - - -
Detail 2 - u - -
Detail 3
Other fundraising costs : : :
Sub total .
Total Gross Expenditure | 77,687 | 1079 | | 76,160 | 15,921 |
Asset and investment purchases, etc. [ ] I 2 | [ i —[ . l
Total payments | 77,687 10m9] | 76,160 | 15,921 |
Net of receipts/(payments) | . 17,830 25544 | - 23,134) - 7,299)
Cash funds last year end 65,584 12,079 88,718 19,378
Cash funds this year end 47,754 37,623 65,584 12,079

2 LT700002 (1st January 2017)




Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the year

2023/24 2023/24 2022/23 2022/23
Unrestricted funds  Restricted funds Unrestricted funds Restricted funds
E £ £ £
Cash funds
Bank current account 8,217 37,623 6,668 12,079
Bank deposit account 39,537 58,016
Building society account
The Scout Association Short Term Investment Service . . R -
Cash/Floats g _ 2 5
Total cash funds 47,754 37,623 65,584 12,079
Other monetary assets
Tax claim . . . -
Debts due from the County/Area/District/Group 4,892 4,892 -
Activity deposits 2,315 1,000 .
Sub total 7,207 5,892
Investment assets
Investment property - detail . = E -
Quoted investments - - - .
Other investments - detail . - p =
Sub total - -
Non monetary assets for charity's own use
The District non monetary assets consisting of the
following are based on replacement insurance
values
1) Campsite buildings and activity equipment purchased over
the years since 2008 140,478 116,000
2) Two mowers: one donated 2010 1,500 1,500
one purchased 2020 2,830 2,630
3) Narrow Boats: Scouting Venture purchased 2016 45,000 45,000
Angus Fergurson purchased 2022 70,000 70,000
4) Jubliee Venture 1977 (decommissioned now on campsite as 30,000 30,000
accommaodation/activity centre
5) Little Beck barge 25,000 25,000
Sub total 314,608 290,130
Liabilities
Accounts nat yet paid . . . R
Expenses incurred but not invoiced = N - -
Subscriptions not yet paid " = . 8
Loan from members re new mower . «
Other liabilities " - .
Sub total u =

Contingent liabilities and future obligations

The above receipts and payments account and statement of assets and liabilities were approved by the Trustees on
12/09/24 (the date of the Executive Committee meeting that approved the accounts) and signed on their behalf by

Signature Print Name
‘%M < Barrie Mawson Chair
r
AN /\ Mﬁ{)«g}}\ Michael Tattersall Treasurer
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