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A Scouting year like no other! 

Unfortunately it was a sour start to the scouting year with the continuation of the suspension of 
face-to-face scouting by Scouting Headquarters due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Scouting did 
however continue across the district for most in a different way, with both adults and the young 
people continuing with their virtual meetings, and some very innovative home packs of activities as
well as some virtual competitions.
In late July 20 sections and groups were able to start meeting face to face, but with restricted 
numbers, new procedures and Covid risk assessments became part of everyday scouting. Meetings
were limited to meeting outside only and wearing a facemask became part of most meetings. Many
groups across the District chose to wait for September before meeting face to face again, while 
others did a combination of both.
In October a local lockdown slipped us back to meeting virtually again and this continued through 
the Christmas period and on to around April, when face-to-face meetings were again allowed.

Unfortunately a few groups were not able to restart, through external restrictions on their meeting 
venues and understandably some adults not feeling safe to meet in large groups.

As the restrictions become less we are looking forward to the future, with much excitement and in 
being able to return to our normal scouting activities. We know that the opportunities and 
possibilities for the future are endless.

The section reports although somewhat shorter this year, they do show that things haven’t just 
stood still. And most have managed some scouting through the last year.

The impact on the District was felt quite hard this year when the annual census was carried out. 
The number of young people registered with the Scout association in January this year for the 
District dropped to 683 from 1179 last year. Unfortunately our school group had to suspend their 
scouting activities due to the impact of the pandemic on normal schooling. This in part contributed 
to the drop in the number of young people
The break down is as follows - 170 Beavers (284 last year), 262 Cubs (495 last Year), 187 Scouts 
(299 last year), 57 Explorers (83 last year) and 7 Network, (18 last year). 

The number of registered adult members in the district has dropped this year from 311 adults in 
2020 to 268 adults this year (2021). This is due in part to the updating of the Compass system in 
removing adults no longer active in scouting.
The total membership in the District for 2021 is 951 members.

Interest in the young people wishing to join the organisation remains high and the waiting lists 
within most groups continue to reflect this, however I suspect that many on waiting lists will be 
joining sections and groups as we slowly rebuild coming out of the pandemic.

Particularly this year it is appropriate to salute all the fantastic leaders, section assistants and 
helpers across the District for their continued commitment, dedication, time and hard work they all 
show to their groups and to the young people of Wakefield. 

Thank you also to the District Executive Committee, my District Team and the County Team who 
have continued to work tirelessly in supporting myself and the whole district over this difficult year.

A quote –

“Look wide, beyond your immediate surroundings and limits, and you see things in their right 
proportion. Look above the level of things around you and see a higher aim and possibility to your 
work.”

Lord Robert Baden Powell
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