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The Catenian Bursary 
Fund Limited

I begin this Annual Review with some personal sadness, 
in that it will be my final review as my time as a Trustee 
is coming to an end at the AGM in September.

It has been a privilege to have been a Trustee, and 

especially to have been the Chair of Trustees for the 

last 5 years, and whilst this is primarily an annual 

review, I have also taken the opportunity to reflect 
over my time as a Trustee.

 The Covid pandemic was the single most impactful 

issue during my period as Chair. However, due to 

the generosity of Catenian Brothers, we retained a 

strong donation base, and this enabled us to be ready 

to continue to help young Catholics. The long-term 

impact is still being felt in many areas. In the United 

Kingdom a number of providers went out of business 

and the time of lockdown and uncertainty also gave 

a valuable period of reflection to a number of young 
people.

In practical terms for the Bursary Fund we have seen 

a decline in the number of young people wanting to 

go on longer, more financially challenging projects, 
especially for young people in England, where the 

backdrop for many young people is to start their 

working lives with a legacy debt in excess of £50,000 

from their student loans. However, to counteract 

this, we have seen an increase in the number of 

young people seeking some financial assistance 
towards going to Lourdes. These shorter, much more 

affordable trips are proving very popular. 

Another significant feature in recent years has been 
the biannual Flame Conference at Wembley Arena, 

where up to 10,000 young Catholics meet and 

come together, united in their faith. The Trustees are 

immensely grateful to GBNC for helping to sponsor 

this event, which is run by CYMFed and brings 

together the target audience that we aim to assist.  

The Bursary Fund Trustees have had a presence at all 

of the gatherings and initially the young people used 

to ask who we were and what did we do, but now I 

take great pleasure in the number of young people 

who come up to us and thank us for assisting them in 

going wherever, and pride in listening to their stories 

of how it has changed them because of the experience 

your fund and your generosity has afforded them.

Our outreach to young Catholics has never been so 

wide. However, that achievement does impact on the 

Finances of the fund. We are currently making more 

awards than our income, a position made possible 

from a generous legacy and some of the Covid surplus 

I referred to earlier. As Trustees we face a choice, do 

we greatly scale back the impact of our awards, or 

do we appeal to fellow Catenian Brothers to consider 

making a much-needed  donation to the Fund? For 

some time the number of Brothers who contribute to 

the Bursary Fund has hovered between 25% to 30%, 

so to see what has been achieved thus far, can you 

imagine the impact of your Fund on Catholic Life if that 

percentage was uplifted even to 50%?

The Trustees are now going to embark on a series of 

Articles in Catena and other Fund-Raising initiatives 

to rebalance the books, whilst still keeping the 

momentum going in terms of promoting your Fund. 

Our new website to assist the young people apply 

is now working well, and a number of people at 

Kenilworth who could see the ease of the application 

process were very impressed. Our efforts now are to 

be aimed at Catenians to make all of this bigger and 

better. If a further 1500 Brothers donated, say £40 

per annum, this £60,000 would guarantee the award 

levels can be maintained and hundreds of Catholic 

youth can experience a life changing event thanks to 

you.

I strongly ask that you consider making some form of 

donation to help keep your Fund the success that it 

has become.

With my grateful thanks

Graham Green

Chairman of Trustees
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Do something really 
wonderful for others 
and make a difference

For full details including 
eligibility criteria and 
info on how to apply, 
scan the code or visit 
our website

Each year the Catenian Bursary Fund makes awards 
totalling over £150,000 to young Catholics aged between 
16 and 24 who volunteer to work on development projects 
and as helpers on HCPT and Diocesan pilgrimages.

Give your time and help those less fortunate 
than you. Let us help you to achieve your aims. 

Want to know how you can help?
Make a difference at catenianbursary.com

make a difference

We’re here to help 
you help others 


































































































