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Report for the year January 2022 - December 2023

Grants/projects

Welsh Water – £400 to repair vandalism to the boundary wall in the 
Memorial Garden which has been completed.

£1000 from the Wind Turbine Fund – to update the heating system in the 
centre and from Darran Valley Community Council £150 to help fund a 
forthcoming event.

DVCC grant of £500 for King’s Coronation event.

Our external lighting to the centre has been updated and is now remotely 
operated along with the heating system- paid for by grant funding from 
the Wind Turbine Fund.

Our latest project has been to upgrade the floodlights in the MUGA which 
has changed to a motion activated system which will operate until 
2200hrs. This will improve our utility bills, save energy and improve our 
carbon footprint.

Regular groups

Our regular groups who still attend and use the centre are as follows:



 55s
 Bowls
 Youth club
 Ford Apache
 Home schooling
 Deri Dementia Care and support
 History group
 Gospel Hall annual event

Emeralds jazz band started to use the centre and MUGA for band practice.

Art classes started on a weekly basis at the centre run by Islwyn Art 
Project.

Events

The King’s Coronation event took place on Sunday 7Th May. A great day 
had by all.  A generous donation from the local council paid for the event.

The  Deri  Dementia  Care  and  Support  Group  held  a  tabletop  sale  in
October to raise funds for their group.

The  library  service  is  still  running  from  the  centre  until  the  original
building is ready.  A falconry event was held by CCBC library services and
Caerphilly Cares.  The event was free of charge and the falconer - Jason –
kept everyone’s attention whilst he spoke about the birds, their habitat
and their lifestyle.

There was ample opportunity for all to have a photograph with the birds
on their arm whilst he chatted about the owls, falcon and kookaburra.  The
event  was  well  attended  with  over  25  children  (plus  the  adults)  in
attendance.

The centre had a ‘first’ where a hen party was held at the centre in 
October.

The annual Remembrance Day service took place at the memorial garden 
and was well attended.



DVCC Children’s Summer Sports Scheme 2023 - This took place this year 
on Thursday and Friday 17th and 18th August from 10am -2pm and again 
on Thursday 31st August and Friday Sept 1st from 10 am -2pm in the 
community centre.  The children attending were 7-12 years of age and 
were supervised by James, Noah and Nia.  Sports events were held in the 
MUGA – 5 a side football and inside with snooker, table tennis, skittles etc 
when the weather was unsuitable for outdoor activities.

The children’s Christmas party took place on Saturday December 16th 
2023 where there was a free buffet and a bouncy castle.  This 
was followed by Santa’s arrival at 730pm on a fire engine who gave the 
children of primary school age a selection box.

Many thanks to Rhymney Fire and Rescue Service and to Councillor Robert
Chapman and the members of Darran Valley Community Council for 
arranging Santa’s visit.

This year’s pantomime was “Jack and the Beanstalk” and took place on 
Thursday December 28th at the Centre.

This was a free event – sponsored by Darran Valley Community Council 
and was exceptionally well attended and enjoyed by more than 80 well 
behaved adults and children.

Many thanks to Councillor Robert Chapman and the members of Darran 
Valley Community Council for arranging the pantomime.

Other news

Several members of the Deri Regeneration Group have recently been 
successful in obtaining the Highfield Level 2 Award in Food Safety for 
Catering. This study day took place on Saturday April 22nd 2023 at the 
Community Centre.

Our long-term trustee and member of Deri Regeneration Group, David 
Hardacre, sadly passed away in November 2023 and we held the service 
at the centre.  Many thanks for all the hard work contributed over the 
many years towards the centre.



Report complied by Emma J Matuszczyk-Jones
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