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GREAT FINBOROUGH & BUXHALL UNDER
5'S
England & Wales · Charity number 1079987

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 2000-03-24

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Pettiward Hall
Great Finborough
Buxhall
Stowmarket
IP14 3AE

Phone 07513 140072

Email gfbunderfive@gmail.com

Website www.greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk/under-5s/

Activities

Objects: TO ENHANCE THE DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION OF CHILDREN PRIMARILY UNDER
STATUTORY SCHOOL AGE BY ENCOURAGING PARENTS TO UNDERSTAND AND PROVIDE FOR THE
NEEDS OF THEIR CHILDREN THROUGH COMMUNITY GROUPS AND BY:(A) OFFERING
APPROPRIATE PLAY, EDUCATION AND CARE FACILITIES, FAMILY LEARNING AND EXTENDED
HOURS GROUPS, TOGETHER WITH THE RIGHT OF PARENTS TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR AND
TO BECOME INVOLVED IN THE ACTIVITIES OF SUCH GROUPS, ENSURING THAT SUCH GROUPS
OFFER OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL CHILDREN WHATEVER THEIR RACE, CULTURE, RELIGION,
MEANS OR ABILITY;(B) ENCOURAGING THE STUDY OF THE NEEDS OF SUCH CHILDREN AND THEIR
FAMILIES AND PROMOTING PUBLIC INTEREST IN AND RECOGNITION OF SUCH NEEDS IN THE
LOCAL AREAS;(C) INSTIGATING AND ADHERING TO AND FURTHERING THE AIMS AND OBJECTS OF
THE PRE-SCHOOL LEARNING ALLIANCE

Activities: Committee run pre-school for 5's and under.

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1079987
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=1079987
mailto:gfbunderfive@gmail.com
www.greatfinborough-pc.gov.uk/under-5s/
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Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Provides Services

• What: Education/training

• Who: Children/young People, People With Disabilities

Geography

• Suffolk

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-08-31 £80,445 £68,667 - -

2024-08-31 £81,311 £73,261 - -

2023-08-31 £56,898 £61,836 - -

2022-08-31 £57,174 £65,017 - -

2021-08-31 £61,920 £65,699 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Natalie Doble Chair 2025-11-03

Rebekah Mitchell 2021-11-15

https://opencharities.uk/ew/1079987
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Treasurers Report - AGM 03/11/2025 

During September 2024 and August 2025, the Preschool continued to see financial 
stability as we started the year with a comfortable number of children enrolled. This strong 
start has allowed consistent government funding and enabled the preschool to continue to 
restore its financial position to its previous level.  

As of the 31st August 2025, the current account balance is secure with a balance of 
£34,406. However, this will continue to be monitored by maintaining the cash flow forecast.

The accounts for 2024/2025 have been reviewed by an independent examiner. The 
examiner confirms that the accounts have been presented clearly and there are no 
discrepancies. The examiner’s report has been provided. 

Receipts 

Donations - A significant drop from the previous year. However, year last was an extra 
ordinary year with many kind donations from the community. Now that our finances are 
restored, we did not need to call upon donation requests this year.
 
Fundraising- Christmas Fayre, Christmas Cards and Meet Santa, totalling £621.00. The 
Easter Egg Hunt Event raised £551.60 less costs of £81.56. The Gt Finborough Bogman 
race raised £74.10. Sports day raffle, cream teas, sponsorship raised £940.35. 
Easyfundraising for the year £115.45. Another strong year from the committee and staff to 
maintain the fundraising pot. 

 Funding & Fees- Although, the preschool started the new term with a strong enrolment  
we have seen a significant drop of £12,332 in fees. However, majority of children enrolled 
actually qualify for the free 30hrs grant funding from the Suffolk County Council. This 
working incentive has boosted enrolment numbers over the financial year and seen an 
extra £16,524 in grant funding 
The small fees received in this financial year cover the few invoices that don’t fall into free 
hours and/or are top up sessions above the 30 free hours. 
. 
Other - This includes bank interest (£450), sale of uniform (£72), contributions from 
Pettiward Hall for Pat testing (£15) and a refund from Early Year Alliance for duplicate 
insurance payment (£850.06). Plus, a refund from DP for the kitchen (£83).

Payments  

Salaries - This includes a rise in national living wage and a reduced staff level, now 
only 5 members of staff.
The committee has raised the staff hourly rate to reflect the NLW rise this year from £11.44
(1/4/24) to £12.21 (1/4/25) a rise of £0.77.
  
Rents and Rates - The preschool rent increased from April 2025 from £22p/h to £24p/h. 
The toddler group session ceased Dec 2024 which has seen a reduction in rent for the 
year.  



Premises - This year the committee invested in a new kitchen, purchased from Wicks in 
June 2025 and installed by independent fitters in the summer holiday. The labour cost will 
appear in the next financial year. Also, general maintenance and pat testing.

Catering Costs -Similar cost to last year. 

Consumables & Equipment - This includes daily consumable items and larger equipment
purchases e.g. mud kitchen from Meadlands Men Shed, toys, Didi cars, 
cabinets, play mats and garden trellis.

 
Office - Consistent costs which include the preschool mobile, printer ink  

subscription, PlusNet, McAfee, Tapestry, Microsoft Office subscription and  
stamps for fundraising letters. 

Other - 
Includes staff development training, uniform, Ofsted registration(£50), Easter 
Eggs (£81.56) and Insurance (£850.06).

The preschool has consistently received government funding this year which has 
supported our cash flow and allowed the preschool to return to spending on equipment 
and improving the preschool room. The year ends in a positive position thanks to 
everyone’s efforts to promote the preschool and regain attendance to its former years. 

Balance Sheet 

Current Account - Account ending 968 
TSB account ending 968 ends the year with a higher closing balance. This will allow us to 
consider returning the remaining borrowings and consider increasing the repayment to the 
savings account.  

Savings Account - Account ending 260 
This account meets the needs of the Reserve policy adopted on 20/05/2019. It is an 
account with a designated fund to meet redundancy liabilities and an emergency general 
contingency reserve equal to one term’s total expenditure. Part of this reserve (£5,000) 
was transferred to the current account to aid cashflow in November 2023, last year we 
returned £3,840 of the £5,000. I would advise that we transfer the remaining £1,160.
Also, consideration needs to be given to increasing the reserve. Both, redundancy 
liabilities (currently £27,184), and emergency contingency liabilities (£15,000) have 
increased. I believe increasing this to £40,000 over the next few years would be prudent. I 
suggest we transfer £2,500 this financial quarter and review transferring another £2,500 at 
the end of the second quarter (February 2026).
Please let me know your thoughts on this.
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CHARITY COMMISSION Independent examiner's report on the i

FOR EN{rLAN{) ANO WALES accounts

GREAT FINBOROUGH 8 BUXHALL UNOER 5s

On accounts for the year i
31"August 2023

ended,
Charity no i 1079987

(If any)

l INSET l 3 Ifld ~

Responslbtlides and
basis of report

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust') for the year ended 31 l 08 I 2023.

As the charily's trustees. you are responsiSe for the preparatkrn of the
accounts in sccordenc» with the requirements of the Charibes Acl 2011
("the Act').

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in canying out my examination, I

have folkrwed sil the applicable Dkecbons given by the Charity Commissen
under section 145(SNb) of the Act.

Independent
examiner's statement

I have completed my examlnalion. I confirm that no malarial matters have
come to my attention in connecbon with the examkration which gives me
cause to beheve that in, sny malarial respect:

~ the accounting records were not kept in accordanoe with section 130
of the Chartdes Aa; or

~ the accounts dkf not accord with the accounting records: or
~ the acoounts did wt comply with the appfcable requirements

concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities
(Accounts snd Reports) Regulations 2008 other than sny requirement
that the accounts give a 'true and faiY view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent exsrnkuttion.

I have no concerr» and have come across no odrer matters M connecbon
with the exarrinabon to which sttenbon should be drawn in this report in
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached

' F%ese delete the wards in lhe brackets if they do nol apply.
1 /

4 j'ill Oal»: 25 October 2023

Name: Martin Jewers ACMA, CGMA

Relevant professional Chartered Management Accountant
qualtftcadon(s) or body

{Itany):

IER

Address: New Farm Granary

Shellsnd

: Suffolk, IP14 3HX

Oct 2018
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Treasurers Report - AGM 7/11/2022 

In the last financial year (September 2021 - August 2022), the preschool have had a quiet 
year with lower attendance and less grant funding. In addition, rising costs due to inflation 
and a significant rise in NLW has caused the preschool to cover this loss with its 
cashflow. As of the 31st August 2022 the current account balance is secure, however, this 
will need to be reviewed to plan future cashflow.


The accounts for 2021/2022 have been reviewed with the independent examiner. The 
examiner confirms that the accounts have been presented clearly and there are no 
discrepancies. The examiners report has been provided.


Receipts 

Donations -	 We have received a generous donation from Gt. Finborough Village Jubilee 	
	 	 celebrations but no applications were made to any external contributors e.g 	
	 	 British Sugar.


Fundraising-	We welcomed back our annual Christmas Fair this year and continued with 	
	 	 our Easter Trail and Sports Day events which totalled £2,390. Also, the Easy 	
	 	 Fundraising website continues to be actively used and a steady flow of 	 	
	 	 funds has been received. Perhaps a gentle reminder to current/new families 	
	 	 to use this website?


Funding & Fees- Grant funding has dramatically fallen by £8,252 as there were less 	 	
	 	 children 3yrs+ enrolled at the preschool. Luckily, fees have risen as there 	 	
	 	 were more children under 3yrs who do not qualify for funding yet. Also, 	 	
	 	 several children exceed their weekly 15hrs of funding therefore top up with	
	 	 fees.


Other - 	 This includes uniform revenue, bank interest from our savings account,  

                      the sale of preloved preschool items, contributions from Pettiward Hall for 	
	 	 the new microwave and Christmas meal payments from the committee.

            

Payments 


Salaries -	 Due to the rise of NLW from £8.91 (1/4/21) to £9.50 (1/4/22), a rise of 59p, 	
	 	 salaries have again significantly increased - even though less children were 	
	 	 enrolled than the year before. 


Rents and Rates - A rise in rent as Toddler group sessions have returned to the main hall 	
	 	 which incurs an extra charge (£9.50 per session). The previous year had 	 	
	 	 reductions due to snow days and covid closures. 


Premises -	 No major work has taken place at the preschool room except general 	 	
	 	 maintenance and compulsory Pat testing.


Catering Costs - This cost is near identical to the previous year. However, with lower 	 	
	 	 attendance than the previous year it highlights the rise in food costs.




  


Consumables & Equipment - We have reduced our equipment expenditure this year and 	
	 	 only purchased the consumables we need. However, we have still 	 	 	
	 	 encouraged purchases on learning and development and replacing worn 		
	 	 and broken items.


Office - Consistent costs which include mobile, printer ink subscription, Plusnet, McAfee, 	
	 	 Tapestry, Microsoft Office subscription and stamps.


Other - This includes staff development training, purchase of uniform for staff and 	 	
	 children and insurance.


Balance Sheet 

TSB account ending 968 ends the year with a lower closing balance. In previous years, it 
has been our goal to reduce this balance which we achieved with our two year spending 
plan. However, with the the significant rise in NLW over the last few years and rise in living 
costs we have seen our costs rise and a reduction in grant funding due to low pupil 
attendance. This has had a detrimental effect on our current account and unfortunately 
will continue to within the next 12 months.


With a loss of £11,377 we can see our greatest cost is salaries (a rise of £6,524) which is 
no longer covered by our receipts. I advise the officers to review this cost and to consider 
the next rise in NLW in April 2023. Can staff hours be reduced?

Rent will remain at the same rate for another 12months and i recommend purchases on 
essential items only.

To help boost our revenue i would suggest seeking donations from local businesses, and 
reviewing the fees. Please compare the preschool fees to other local preschools. We may 
be underselling ourselves! 

We end the year with payments dramatically exceeding receipts. Now is the time to 
review all costs.


Savings Account (TSB account ending 260) 

This account meets the needs of the Reserve policy adopted on the 20/05/2019. It is an 
account with a designated fund to meet redundancy liabilities and an emergency general 
contingency reserve equal to one terms (one-third of annual) total expenditure.
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Treasurers Report - AGM 15/11/2021 

The preschool ends the financial year in a secure and fortunate position. The preschool 
have remained open throughout the academic year, with the exception of a one week 
closure in January 2021 where all staff and children had to isolate.


The accounts for 2020/2021 have been reviewed with the independent examiner. The 
examiner confirms that the accounts have been presented clearly and there are no 
discrepancies. The examiners report has been provided.


Receipts 

Fundraising-	We were fortunate enough to welcome back the Easter Trail and Sports Day 	
	 	 events which totalled £1,940. Also, the easy fundraising website is actively   

                      being used and a steady flow of funds has been received. 


Donations -	 We have received small parent donations but no applications were made to 

                  	 any external contributors e.g British Sugar.


Funding & Fees- Grant funding has slightly risen as more children have qualified for 

                     funding. In addition, we have also lowered the preschool session size from 

                     20 to 15 children thus reducing our fee income. 

                     Several invoices were raised before lockdown (February 2020) but payment  

                     carried over into the next financial year (September 2020).


Other - 	 This includes uniform revenue, bank interest from our savings account and  

                      the sale of preloved preschool items e.g old Tablets.   

            

Payments 


Salaries -	 This takes into account a rise in minimum wage and a full year with the 

                      preschool open, plus holiday club which we were not able to do last year.


Rents and Rates - A similar cost to last year due to the temporary closure of the 

              	 toddler group, in the main hall on a Friday morning.


Premises -	 As part of our 2 year spending plan the committee authorised the interior 

                     work to the preschool room. The room has been plastered, redecorated and 

                     a few maintenance jobs carried out.


Catering Costs - A slightly lower figure this year due to the smaller class sizes.

  


Consumables & Equipment - We have reduced our equipment expenditure this year and 

                 	 focused our funds on the premises. However, we still encourage purchases 	 

	 	 on learning and development and replacing worn and broken items.


Office - Average costs plus the renewal of the website and domain name with Vistaprint.


Other - 	 This includes staff development training, £200 charity donation to Great 




                      Finborough Parish Council playground project (funds raised from the 

                      sponsorship challenge), uniform and insurance.


Balance Sheet 

-TSB account ending 968 ends the year with a lower closing balance. Over the two years 
we have implemented a spending plan to reduce our current account balance to £15,000 
but due to the set back of the pandemic we have had to postpone certain projects. Given 
the last 18 months, the committee have reviewed our funds and feel content that the 
preschool have enough funds should another set back occur. However, the account 
balance will be regularly reviewed.


Savings Account (TSB account ending 260) 

This account meets the needs of the Reserve policy adopted on the 20/05/2019. It is an 
account with a designated fund to meet redundancy liabilities and an emergency general 
contingency reserve equal to one terms (one-third of annual) total expenditure.


We end the year with payments exceeding receipts but continue to hold two very healthy 
bank accounts.
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