
A note from the Chair of Trustees

Corinthians 12 (Version: The Message)

The Crossroads Project
‘So you can easily enough see how this kind of thing works by looking no further than your own body. Your 
body has many parts- limbs organs, cells – but no matter how many parts you can name you are always one
body.
 
Although this was written by Paul to the Christian Church in Corinth many years ago, its message is still so 
relevant for all groups today.

‘If all the parts were the same how could there be one body?

From the opening of the Crossroads Shop in 1996, the development of the Grants Committee, the 
Crossroads Centre and later the Foodbank we have always relied on our committed and hard-working 
volunteers.
The AGM is an important event when we can say publicly Thank you to all our volunteers past and present 
who have worked so hard to make the Charity what it is today.
A massive Thank you to all our volunteers.

We could not achieve most of what we do without the continued generous support of our local community.
Our appeals this year for the conflict in Gaza and Israel and the Rob Burrow appeals revealed what a kind-
hearted community spirit we have in Meltham as nearly £3,000 was donated.
To those of you who support the shop by buying and donating items - Thank You. 
To our Grant Committee members and Advisors, Chris Smith and Nigel Priestley-Thank You.
To the trustees who have worked hard this year to ensure the smooth running of the project Thank You
To those who run the various groups and activities. - Thank You.
Thank you to Addy Murgatroyd our auditor and Max Bradley our landlord.

Additional thanks go to those volunteers who have stepped back from their roles.
Thank you to Neil Curran who due to work commitments has stepped back from his social media and 
website duties which have been amazing.  His skills and advice are already being missed.

To Jane Collins who was on the original committee setting up the Foodbank. Jane has worked tirelessly in 
the Foodbank as the Volunteer Coordinator and her contribution has been invaluable in the smooth 
running of the Foodbank.  
Her hard work, dedication, and friendliness will be very much missed as she moves towards retirement.
We all wish her well.

Thank you to you all for your interest in the work we do. If you want to know more or to volunteer with us 
please feel free to call in any morning Monday – Friday between 10.15am and 12.30pm

Sue Priestley (Chair of Trustees)



                               
            

                                                                                                 

  

Here are a few photos of
what we have going on in

the Centre



Treasurer’s Report 2023

Crossroads Project and Food Bank

Please see the published accounts for the Crossroads Project and the Foodbank.

The crossroads Project opened the year with a balance of £52,986.85 and closed the year with 

£50,947.49. 

We have a number of ring-fenced monies held for various groups, these include the 

Meltham Foodbank £ 10,249.49

Side by Side £      842.28

Meltham Churches Together £     106.79

The Ashley Family foundation £     -23.59

Reserves are set at £ 16,000.00 (2 Months operating costs)

Leaving a free balance of £ 22,609.57

Being a registered charity, we do not make a profit. We do not have any overdraft facilities. The 

intention is to return our operating surplus back to the community but we have been building up 

monies to pay for upgrading the shop both internally and externally. 

The shop is our main source of income, generating £ 65, 736.24

We have obtained Gift Aid Status, thanks mainly to the help of Nick Royle who helped navigate us 

through the Requirements of HMRC. Will anyone who contributes regularly, please sign a Gift Aid 

Form available from the /centre or On Line to help us recover tax already paid by our donors. 

We have received a significant income from Grants due to the hard work of Sue Priestley to the tune 

of £11,419.00

This year saw refurbishments to the inside of the shop to make it a more comfortable place to work, 

utilising dead space and better displays of our stock. We have upgraded the lighting with brighter 

luminaires of the LED type which save energy, upgraded the floor coverings, and re-decorated 

within. We have upgraded furniture and facilities to make the sorting area a more ergonomic and 

pleasant place to work. Liz Rogan was a great help running the project.

Next year 2024 will see the external aspects of the shop upgraded with replacement windows from 

single glazing to thermally efficient double glazing, removal of the high-level ventilation glass 

louvers, replacement doors to stop drafts and removal of the metal shutters associated with the old 

betting shop. The external cladding, columns and area in front of the shop will be upgraded as 

significant parts have deteriorated over the last few years. Next year after all refurbishment costs 

have been met, our operating surplus will be made available to the Grants Committee. 

The grants made this year totalled of just short of £ 19,000.00. included in this sum are donations of 

£ 637.08 to the Moroccan Earthquake Appeal, £ 637.08 to the Libyan Flood Appeal and £ 1,349.80 to

the Israel, Palestine Appeal.



We have been in contact with the Valuation Office and Kirklees Rates Office to get the two 

properties of 5 Market Place (front of the shop) and 1 Greens End Road (sorting area) combined into 

1 registered premises of 5 Market Place.

Debit / Credit Card sales were 55.4% of takings and continue to increase over cash sales of 44.55%.

The shop pays from the till for small expenditure including window cleaning, beverages, biscuits, 

cleaning materials, minor expenses etc to the sum this year of £ 1,750.72.

The Centre – Meltham Old Town Hall has increased its activities and we have continued to introduce 

energy saving measures. The use of the building by various groups has increased with different 

rooms being occupied at various times. We have overcome the heating constraints of this 

complexity by the installation of WIFI controlled heating valves to all radiators. Each room can have 

its temperature individually set and its on off time also individually set so we now heat the parts of 

the building which need heating only when required. This has led to increased comfort and reduced 

waste of energy and money. The system is controlled both locally and remotely.

I would like to state my gratitude to Tracey Armitage our Assistant Treasurer who does so much 

more to help including overseeing the centre heating system. I would now be lost without her.

I find the commitment of all the volunteers who work in the shop and Centre absolutely amazing.

The Foodbank :-

The foodbank’ finances continue to be healthy due to the wonderful generosity of donors.

We hold a reserve, ringfenced, in the Crossroads Account and have a separate bank account for the 

foodbank day to day purchases. Each month the balance of the foodbank account is reset to 

£2,000.00, topped up with whatever expenditure has occurred. Most donations go into the 

ringfenced Crossroads Account. The separate foodbank account limit is a security function as the 

bank card is frequently used for purchases.

As can be seen from the published account, the income for 2023 was £ 14,225.90, with an 

expenditure of £ 15,693.30, resulting in a deficit of £ 1,467.40.

We ended the year with £10,781.76 available to the foodbank. The costs of utilities and facilities 

with the exception of the mobile phones is provided by the Crossroads Account. Money received for 

the foodbank is spent on food.

I am amazed at the generosity of time given by those who work in the Foodbank, administer the 

foodbank, deliver the food and do the shopping. Wonderful volunteers.

Andrew Collins, Treasurer, Tracey Armitage Assistant Treasurer.












