
DEVIZES AND DISTRICT u3a
 CHAIRMAN’S AND TRUSTEES’ REPORT FOR 2023-4
General position
Over the past year our membership number has been maintained to 
around six hundred and seventy members. As in past years 
numbers dropped in the early summer and increased again in the 
winter months. Although Devizes is the centre of our activities, with 
many members using public transport or walking to activities in the 
town, a significant number of members come from a wide area of 
Wiltshire reflecting the ‘and District’ part of our name. There are 
some groups who use venues in surrounding villages which the 
committee would like to encourage. Many of our members live 
alone and use our u3a for social as well as cerebral activities.

Committee
 The hardworking committee reflects the friendliness and 
approachability of all our members. We have welcomed new 
committee members to share the workload and have been 
encouraged by those who have stepped up to cover the roles of 
those who have been temporarily unable to continue with their 
tasks. All committee members are committed to ethos of our u3a 
and are a pleasure to work with. 
However, the Vice Chairman and I are very concerned that there is 
not anyone who has shown an interest in taking over our roles 
when we retire next year. Our concern is that if, at this time next 
year, there are no candidates for chairman and vice chairman 
proposed the future of Devizes and District u3a will be under 
jeopardy to the extent that a closure may be imposed.

Addendum



Since this report was approved by the trustees, we are pleased 
to add that Maddie Lestrange has been proposed as vice 
chairman.

Finance
As shown in the finance report we are in a very strong financial 
position. Our treasurers team works very well together. They have 
had a difficult task in claiming the gift aid rebate. There have also 
been problems with some members using bank transfers.

Groups
The number of interest groups has also been maintained with no 
groups closing and at least one starting nearly every month. There 
are now sixty groups covering a wide range of activities from the 
very active exercise, cycling and walking groups to the more 
sedentary card games and artistic groups. Thanks are due to the 
group leaders and the Group Leaders Coordinator for the continued 
success of all groups.

Meetings and Visits 
The coffee mornings have been well attended and provide an 
opportunity for welcoming and recruiting new members, and 
publicising interest groups.
The monthly meetings with visiting speakers have also seen larger 
audiences and covered a variety of subjects.
Thanks are due to the Speakers Secretary and to those who 
organise and help with the refreshments.
Thanks, are also due to the Visits Coordinator who has overcome 
several problems to organise a very successful series of visits.
The Vice Chairman has also organised another holiday.
Geoff Palmer
Chairman Devizes and District U3A










