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ANNUAL MEETING, 5th MAY, 2025 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

1. The year was marked by the unexpected accident claim from solicitors represen ng a 
footballer playing under the auspices of Leisure Leagues who had sustained a 
fractured skull in an accident on the astroturf 11 months earlier. 
 

The claim le er accused SPARC of negligence for allowing the game to go ahead 
despite frost on the pitch. However, CCTV pictures showed that the incident had 
been accidental, involving a collision between the claimant and an opponent, proving 
the claim had been fabricated and it was withdrawn a er a robust defence by SPARC. 
 

2. As well as comple ng repairs to the children’s play area, new developments 
approved, or completed, during the year included the building of a new teaching unit 
for the Glen Park Forest School, new signage aimed at controlling the ac vies of the 
increasing number of dog owners to the park, and new pitch dividing nets for the 
astroturf. 
 

3. All bookkeeping is now being handled by the charity’s accountants. The 2024/25 
financial statement showed a surplus of £33,615 a er expenditure of £37,270 on an 
income of £70,886.37. 
 

4. A lengthy discussion to consider the op ons for the eventual replacement of the 
astroturf carpet (esmated cost: £200,000) included a report on representa ons 
from Spalding Hockey Club which is anxious to see the facility con nue over the long 
term.  
 

In return for providing a significant proporon of the carpet replacement costs, 
Commiee members were advised that the Hockey Club had offered to enter into a 
lease arrangement with SPARC whereby the club would assume responsibility for 
bookings, invoicing, maintenance, repairs and sports development on the site, taking 
the income and paying the charity an annual pitch usage fee. 
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It was agreed not to proceed with the Hockey Club’s offer at this me, but to keep on 
the table its suggested parcipa on on helping to fund the eventual astroturf 
replacement. 

5. Amanda (now Mrs Ditheridge) reported verbally on progress with the Forest School. 
 

6. It was agreed that nomina ons would be considered to fill the two vacant posts of 
SPARC Holding Trustees, a legal and fiduciary posion but without vo ng rights. 
 

7. Officers elected unanimously were:  

Chairman, N.J. Davis; Vice-chairman, D. Hix; Secretary, S.M. Whyles; Accountant, A. 
James; Commiee: A. Ditheridge, A. Hix, D. Whyles. 

 

N .J. Davis, 
Chairman, 
Surfleet Play and Recrea on Charity (SPARC) 
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