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The year was successful on several fronts – 

1. At over £60,000, fee Income was up slightly on the previous year and the charity 
managed to turn last year’s £19,000 deficit into a surplus of almost £30,000; 

2. Without financial support from any public body, we were sƟll able to meet significant 
repair costs (£11.000) for the children’s play area; 

3. Electricity conƟnues to be the largest single annual expenditure - over £9,000 this 
year – but a new supply contract was negoƟated on more favourable terms, resulƟng 
in a saving of £2,000 on the year; 

4. The Unpaid Work organisers renewed its agreement to provide us with labour to help 
with the maintenance of Glen Park, although a change from Saturdays to Thursdays 
when fewer workers were available, did impact on their ability to deliver the same 
level of service. Without this free infusion of help, however, it is unlikely that SPARC 
would be able to sustain its current commitments; 

5. The Forest School conƟnues to make good progress and we look forward to being 
able to extend the storage and shelter faciliƟes when funding allows. 

The exponenƟal growth of communiƟes served by Glen Park is beginning to impact on 
the faciliƟes we provide, especially in relaƟon to children’s play and in the increase cost 
of dealing with peƩy vandalism.  

Inconsiderate dog owners who deliberately ignore requests to keep their dogs on a lead 
and off the grass, and to pick up aŌer their pets, are becoming an increasing 
irritaƟon/threat to other Glen Park users. so we will be seeking funding help to improve 
signage during the year to miƟgate the problem. 

The difficulty of maintaining a proficient administraƟve service for both the charity and 
Glen Park conƟnues to occupy the commiƩee.  

Failure to recruit a suitably qualified person to take on the day-to-day bookings, 
bookkeeping, invoicing etc requires a soluƟon which is beginning to become pressing. 
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