CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 2025

The Chairman’s Report for Tamworth U3A 2025 should be a reflexion of all that happened in that year and
we have certainly had a very successful and busy year.

We have grown again with our membership total being 523 members. We have also started in that year a
new group “Line Dancing with Latin Rhythms” which is extremely popular and we have a very enthusiastic
teacher Robert. | feel that the increase in people asking for information about joining our group is because
we now have an excellent website with lots of information and it is kept up to date by our very own
Webmaster Gwen. A very valuable advertising tool. If you know of any forthcoming events in the town that
you think our members would be interested in attending please let Gwen know. Check out the Gallery on
the website and you will find lots of photos of members enjoying themselves, some maybe more than
others!!!

Our Speaker Secretary John Earl organised an eclectic group of speakers and entertainers during 2025. We
were entertained firstly by Chris and his guitar playing songs by the Shadows and also the beautiful and
talented Holly who took us back to the songs of the 50’s and 60’s. The speakers had a variety of subjects
from Richard lll, magpies, Robert Peel, Children’s TV favourites, Crimson Fields and how can we forget
Rocket to the Moon, the story of NASA and the race to the moon by Kevin. We finished the year with our
very own Tamworth U3A choir who sang carols and Christmas songs to get us in the Christmas spirit led by
their musical director David Brookes.

In June we went on our U3A holiday to Scarborough. This was organised by the holiday trio Sue, Sue and
Roger. As usual they did an excellent job and worked hard to make sure everybody had a good time. Having
our very own exclusive coach again meant we could have complete control of the trips we went on. The
weather and the company were excellent with lots of great memories made.

The other big event organised was the Picnic at Elford Walled Gardens. This time the weather wasn’t good
and we managed some how to cram in the marquee to shelter from the rain and eat the delicious picnic
supplied by Jeffries Catering. Thanks again go the volunteers of the gardens, especially Mary, who made
the event the success it became. Think the war spirit came out in all of usl!! It did eventually stop raining
and some of us managed to see the lovely gardens. It was a great way to spend an afternoon. Eating,
drinking and chatting!!!

Over the year lots of day trips were organised. The garden appreciation group excelled with a garden trip
nearly every month. From Upton House, John’s Garden, Biddulph Grange Garden, Trentham, Easton Walled
Garden and Walsall Arboretum just to name a few. Sue, Sue and Roger again were the expert organisers.
So much hard work involved and some excellent gardens visited.



The History Group under the leadership of Martyn had a day trip to Oxford and the members visited many
interesting historical buildings while they were there. Also the Medieval Group had a day in St Albans and
one of the places they visited was an arranged tour of St Albans Cathedral under the expert guidance of
Robert Bates, the leader of that group.

This year for the first time we entered a decorated Xmas tree at St Editha’s church for Tamworth U3A.
Thanks to all the people involved. | personally thought it was a really successful entry and advertised what
we can offer new members. Apparently we won first prize for the most well hidden switch for the electric
lights, which had to be turned off every night!!!!

On the committee we have the lovely Eileen who will send a card to any member who is having a hard time
and needs cheering up or has health issues. Please contact her she is ready and waiting to send a card to
make sure that member doesn’t feel alone or forgotten. She has a gift of knowing exactly what to say. We
are here to support our members.

News flash we are now on the map as far as Head Office of U3A is concerned. Recently appointed National
Film Studies subject advisor is our very own David Pratty. He even has his own page on the NATIONAL U3A
website with a very flattering image!! Well done Dave.

Recently we lost one of our Group Leaders Mike Pate. He was instrumental in starting the Ukulele Group a
few years ago and it has grown considerably. They have entertained us many times with Mike being the
lead vocalist. | am pleased to say that the group will continue under the very capable hands of Brian
Beasley. | would like to send my condolences to all the family and friends of members who we lost last year
and this year. We have very special memories of our time with those members and they will never be
forgotten.

Before | step down as Chairman | would like to thank the committee and the Group Leaders who work very
hard on your behalf to make this such a successful and friendly organisation.

Thank you for voting me as your Chairman for 2025.



Statement of affairs as at 31 December 2025

Cash book balance bought forward from 2024
Difference between receipts /payments

Sub-total being balance per cash book @31/12/2025
Add back unpresented cheques

Balance per bank statement at 31/12/2025

Petty cash balance B/fwd from 2024
Add cash receipts

Deduct payments

Petty cash balance 2025

Total Funds

Deduct group liabilities

Sub total

Add No2A/c

Add Deposit A/c

FUNDS AVAILABLE

Examiner

Treasurer No. 1 A/c
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£13,028.29
£916.03

£13,944.32 /

£13,944.32

£26.64
 £0.00
£22.90
£3.74° |
£13,948.06
£8,289.00
£5,659.06
£558.66
£8,937.86

£15,155.58



INCOME

Annual Subs 5,378.30
[Monthly meeting 3,405.26
Ambling 425.50
Riviera 395.91
Skittles 624.00
St. Albans 1,110.00
Riviera 719.64
Sub Total 12,058.61
[Groups

Art 1,505.00
Choir 2,693.00
Gardening 9,098.00
History 1,715.00
Light Exercise 2,063.00!
Tai Chi 2,753.00
Bowls 1,655.00
Film Club 445.00
Dance 855.00
Church History 190.00
Medieval History 195.00
Holiday 21,630.00
Debating 267.00
Bridge 0.00
Painting 1,395.16
Archaeology 240.00
Local History 90.00
Quiz 0.00
Sub Total 46,789.16
TOTAL 58,847.77

Balance Sheet 2025

EXPENDITURE

Room rental 1,440.00
Speakers 1,014.00
Audit 60.00
Capitation Fee 1,916.00
Committee Meetings 445.44
Closed Groups 322.83
St. Albans 1,110.00
U3a Magazine 530.12
Travel 8.10
Printing/Stationery/Ink 245.87
Postage 18.58
Banner 52.50
Cards/Flowers 46.00
Equipment/Computer 110.00
Skittles 624.00
Ambling 430.00
Leaders Lunch 817.47
Picnic 1,914.40
To Choir 422.00
Sub Total 11,527.31
Groups

Art 1,233.88
Choir 3,288.77
Gardening 9,583.90
History 1,555.00
Light Exercise 2,116.00
Tai Chi 2,875.35
Bowls 1,462.50
Film Club 240.00
Dance 821.97
Church History 196.00
Medieval History 252.00
Holiday 20,380.00
Debating 280.00
Bridge 127.32
Painting 1,717.74
Archaeology 224.00
Local History 0.00
Quiz 50.00!
Sub Total 46,404.43
TOTAL 57,931.74
Petty Cash

Opening Bal 2025 26.64
Income 2025 0.00
Sub Total 26.64
Expenditure 2025 22.90
Sub Total 3.74
Closing Balance 3.74




Examination of the accounts for Tamworth Third Age year ending 31°.
December 2025 < T

L

1. Opening balance for 2025 agreed with bank statement. (closing balance 2024). SERL

2 ~ Sample entries taken from accounts checked against bank statement agreed.
3. ‘Final entries for individual groups checked and agreed.
4. Closing balance agreed with closing amount on bank statement.
‘5. Balance sheet , statement of affairs checked.
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6. No discrepancies found during and the accounts witere in order.




