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ANNUAL REPORT 2023-24
Yet another busy year for the Trust with an increase in dogs being relinquished post pandemic. So many
puppies purchased during this time are now finding themselves spending long hours at home on their
own as many owners have had to return to work.  This has had a detrimental effect on the dogs concerned
and more and more of them are coming to us with serious behavioural issues.  These all take time and
are expensive to rehabilitate for rehoming.
We have also seen a dramatic increase in young dogs aged 12 - 18 months being placed with us having
been bought by families with children with learning difficulties.  The power of the media came into play
and a programme on tv showing the benefits of dogs placed with children with autism  gave a false
impression to some parents. Puppies were purchased and in many cases the children concerned were
frightened of them and reacted accordingly. Some of these young dogs were extremely traumatised and
the Trust have incurred a great deal of  expense and time rehabilitating them in order to get them into
good homes.
There has been a significant rise in dogs requiring rehoming through the death of the owner and where
no provision had been made for their future. Very often these are elderly dogs with medical problems
and the Trust continue to support these dogs in their new homes.  Often these dogs are placed with the
more mature owner who has perhaps lost a dog and misses the companionship.  We have been able to
not only enrich the life of the dog but also that of  the new owner. We have continued to support those
dogs with pre-existing conditions and also several dogs that are now able to stay with their owner rather
than being placed into rescue.
We are indebted to our veterinary staff up and down the country who support us in our work.  Our
veterinary fees now exceed £60,000 per annum and these are paid through the generosity of our
supporters and by legacies.  All the donations we receive, other than fees for adoption,  are used solely
for the benefit of our dogs and none is used for administrative purposes.    Our expenses for  admin is
all paid by way of  rehoming fees.
This year saw a new Trustee to the board, Richard Crane.  Richard has been associated with Labrador
Rescue for over 20 years and brings a wealth of experience to the Trust.  2024 also sees the role of
President  being taken over by Lady Elizabeth Graydon DL. Lady Graydon has had a long association with
the Trust as a Patron and is a great supporter of our work, especially in the Lincolnshire area.
The areas of Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, part Northamptonshire, Hertfordshire,  part Cambridgeshire
and NW London  have now joined us with Jacky Garvey and   Barbara Wilkinson taking the helm as Area
Coordinators and joining the rest of the team. This allows us to assist many more dogs within the areas
we now cover.
The Trust remains in a healthy financial state and is in a position to help any dog that requires our
assistance. We have been fortunate enough to receive two legacies which has enabled it to continue its
work and provide assistance to a high standard. We anticipate that the demand for our services will
continue to increase as the financial climate rises and paces dog owners under great pressure.
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