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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2021

The past year has seen more significant changes within Labrador Rescue.  Many dogs that
were purchased during the pandemic and are now aged between 12 months and 2 years of
age.  As the working environment changed and more people  returned to work out of an office
so problems started to emerge.

Many young dogs could not cope with their change in lifestyle and being left for long hours.
With the ever increasing burden of financial restraint, owners simply could not afford to place
their dogs with dog walkers or for day care.  The result of this was an increase of relinquishment
to rescue. With the rapid increase of dogs being bred for significant financial reward, the market
was flooded with poorly bred Labradors with health issues.

We have seen a rise of dogs with problems ranging from medical to behavioural.  These dogs
present a burden to the Trust  as  in most instances they require intervention by professionals.
Many owners have not been in a position to  afford to insure their pets and therefore have
surrendered them to the Trust.  in order for them to receive the medical treatment they need
such as skin allergies, joint problems the Trust have accepted them and paid for the necessary
treatment.

The cost of veterinary treatment has risen significantly within the last twelve months with
many practices being taken over by large conglomerates and the offer of discounted treatment
being withdrawn.  We continue to assist many dogs in order to keep them in their existing
homes or to make them a viable proposition for a new owner. To this end our veterinary fees
have risen from £40k to over £55k in the last 12 months and now represent our largest
outgoing.

The Trust receives no financial assistance other than the donation by Pets at Home Charitable
Trust who issue vouchers every quarter and this helps us to purchase vital items such as
wormers, flea treatment and food for dogs in our care. We are fortunate that we  also received
a large legacy in 2021. Legacies and private donations are the mainstay of the Trust since the
pandemic severely curtailed any fundraising activities.

We still receive increased demand for the older dogs but the majority of these appear to be
sold on the Internet as owners attempt to recoup their original outlay. Where possible our
older dogs are homed with people in the upper age bracket and provide companionship and
much needed mental stimulation.  We continue to support these dogs throughout their lives
and thus we prevent a financial burden on those who can least afford it.

We therefore continue to uphold our Trust deed by rescuing and rehoming Labradors
irrespective of age or infirmity or ill health.

Karen Walsh - Chair Trustees
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