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Burdett Playgroup is a community playgroup providing early education for children under 
5 years old, which originally started in the 1960’s and was originally run by Save the 
Children Fund. This was handed over to local community to run in 1998 and was for a 
number of years was part of a community centre.  In 1999 the playgroup became an 
independent charity and took responsibility for itself.  This has worked well over the years, 
and we have had consistent staff and trustees to steer the way.  In 2015 we moved to our 
current premises.  It required considerable updating and modernisation which was done. 
We now have a nice, but old building that does need it’s fair share of maintenance but with 
a magnificent outside area for local children.    
 
We have continued to make the best use of our space, especially the outside area and Forest 
School.  It continues to be a great success in all weathers, and we spend a lot of our time 
outside.       
 
We have had a successful year and due to this our accounts are healthy.   
 
We did not replace the staff member that left last year, but have kept the numbers of 
children attending in line with the staff numbers.  We intend to take on an apprentice 
during the next year, but have prudently waited to see what the numbers of children 
attending the playgroup are.  Tower Hamlets has had a lot of movement both in residents 
and places that are available for under 5’s locally.    All the rest of our staff have been here 
for many years, and we hope this will continue.     
 



We continue to enjoy seeing our children develop their skills in the setting, we have had lots 
of great ideas in the playgroup steered by the children and through observations by the 
staff.  We have been honoured to watch the new children to the setting grow into young 
people and develop new skills and the older children prepare for their next new experience 
in life, starting school.  
 
 We celebrated lots of festivals and celebrations along with notable awareness raising days, 
such as World Book Day, Sports Relief /Children in Need.   We are proud of the diverse 
community we serve.  Many of our families live locally but we also welcome families from 
around the borough. 
 
Training and developing the expertise of our staff remains a high priority for the 
playgroup.   All staff attend individual training to further develop their work with 
children.  All staff have attended update training in all areas, although much of this is now 
held virtually.  
 
The committee are very proud of the achievements of our staff and would like to thank 
them for the dedication and commitment that they have shown throughout the last year. 
 
The Committee and Staff would like to thank everybody who has been involved in the 
smooth running of the Playgroup, especially: - 
 
     Volunteers 
     Students 
     LBTH Integrated Early Years Service  
     Poplar HARCA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R. Clarke  
Chairperson 


































