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Objects & Activities 
 
The objects of The Frazer Nash Archives (the Archives) are to advance public education in the 
history and development of motor sports cars, in particular the Frazer Nash marque and to further 
the study and understanding of specialist low volume car production.  
 
The Archives were founded as a charitable trust in 1998 when settlements were made into the trust 
by John Aldington that included detailed technical and commercial records, sporting trophies, 
engineering drawings, commercial reports, photographs and four Frazer Nash cars.  These relate 
to activities in building and supporting Frazer Nash cars and other engineering activities between 
the 1920s and 1950s by AFN Ltd and others. 
 
The Frazer Nash car owes its derivation to Archie Frazer Nash and his great skills in developing 
advanced and sporting automobiles, beginning in partnership with Godfrey Nash producing the GN 
light cycle car in 1911 and leading to the Frazer Nash in 1925. 
 
H J Aldington (John Aldington’s father) took over the AFN business from Archie Frazer Nash in 
1928 and continued to manufacture Frazer Nash cars into the late 1930s whilst also importing 
BMW cars under the Frazer Nash-BMW name. The business was supported by marketing other 
automobile, motorcycle, aircraft and industrial products. Post World War II, AFN Ltd developed a 
range of highly successful racing sports cars, whilst continuing to sustain income with non-
automotive products and, ultimately, distributing Porsche cars from 1953. The AFN company was 
sold to Porsche AG in 1987 and the Archives retain Porsche historical records and memorabilia up 
to 1972. 
 
Over a period of 75 years, GN, Frazer Nash, FN-BMW and Porsche cars enjoyed prodigious 
success in sporting events.  Supporting this achievement, the Archives has the foremost collection 
of Frazer Nash cars, records, technical drawings, construction details, trophies, photographs, films, 
models, artwork, papers and associated memorabilia. 
 
The trustees have readily accepted bequests from a number of families, individuals and in 
particular the family of Archie Frazer Nash. These have greatly extended the scope of the Archives 
holdings to include many documents and artefacts about the company producing the GN car, its 
founders and its products and activities during the period from 1911 to 1924, prior to the inception 
of the Frazer Nash. Also in the bequests is considerable documentation relating to the career of 
Archie Frazer Nash as a consulting engineer and innovator after his disassociation from AFN Ltd in 
1928, including his personal diaries from 1932 to 1957. 
 
Furthermore, donation of material from other sources relates to the Frazer Nash engineering 
companies with which Archie Frazer Nash was associated in the years following World War II, 
most of which is external to the automotive sector. 
 
The Archives has embraced the interpretation of its objects to include both the GN period, Archie 
Frazer Nash’s post-AFN activities and the early Porsche era and routinely collects material on 
these subjects. The Archives has published the definitive biography of Archie Frazer Nash 
covering his lifetime and career and supplies other printed material of significance. 
 
The Archives also contains much related material of wider public interest, such as aircraft, 
agricultural machinery, motorcycles and other engineered products donated at the time of 
formation of the Trust. 
 
  



Achievements & Performance 
 
Each year the archives puts on an exhibition around a central theme. 2024 told the story of the 
collaboration between AFN and BMW prior to WWII. The exhibition was open to the public, Frazer 
Nash car owners and enthusiasts together with members of the Vintage Sports Car Club. In 
addition the archives hosted a special day for the BMW Historic Motor Club.  
 
The work of preserving, cataloguing and digitising the archives collection of photographs and 
documents continued to make progress. Some 250,000 images have now been digitized for future 
access and long-term preservation. Several groups of volunteers (Henley branch of The Arts 
Society and a number of car enthusiasts) meet up regularly to assist in conservation of material, 
cataloguing and getting ready for scanning. 
  
The Trustees continued to provide information to owners, enthusiasts, commercial organisations 
and researchers in the UK and across the world. The Archives again was lucky to acquire and to 
be donated numerous artefacts of significance during the year from historic documents, trophies, 
unseen photographs to the early motorised bicycle where it all began. The ranks of willing 
volunteers has happily grown and we are also lucky to have a new trustee. 
 
Financial Review 
 
The archives are making a big push to make its digitized material more available to a wider 
audience, investing time and money in computer equipment, software as well as the more 
mundane ongoing building maintenance etc. 
 
The Archives are grateful to the members of the Frazer Nash; Historic BMW and Porsche Car and 
the Vintage Sports Car Clubs and to individuals for their physical and financial support during the 
year. 
 
Structure Governance and Management 
 
The Frazer Nash Archives is constituted and governed by Declaration of Trust dated 12th 
November 1998. 
 
The trustees who served during the year are as follows:- 
 
Louise Bunting, Clive Godsell (Chairman), Tom Hunt, Peter Livesey, John Marsh, Robert Mellors, 
Roger Richmond, Winston Teague, Matt Vincent.  
 
James Trigwell (Patron), 
 
Declaration 
 
The trustees declare that they have approved the above trustees report. 
 
Signed on behalf of the Charity's trustees; 
 

 

Clive Godsell  

Chairman  

Dated 10th June 2025 



 





 




