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The fiscal year of 2019 / 2020 proved to be an extremely challenging year for
everyone across the country and not only the centre. Again the committee would
like to send many thanks to everyone connected with the centre, staff, volunteers,
users and hirers of the centre on the very few times when we were allowed to open.

Following on from the final note of the 2019 / 2020 chairman's statement we were
correct in being extremely worried about the effects of the global COVID pandemic.
The centre like most of the country was brought to a complete standstill with all
groups being completely cancelled. This was coupled with staff, volunteers, users
and hirers of the centre all either having or knowing people who had contracted
COVID and our condolences go out to everyone who lost much loved ones.

As the centre was closed it was decided that we would use our available resources to
provide ready cooked frozen meals (named the lunch run) out to the community for
extremely vulnerable people who could not get out of their homes due to COVID and
provide support to the local homeless community. This whole massive project was
completely undertaken by volunteers without whom the whole operation could not
have worked whatsoever. The project was completely funded through grants and
donations including, Dan Casey, National Lottery, St Marys Church Frinton, Tendring
District Council, UNITE, Holland Masons Lodge and Essex Community Foundation.

This project to be noted is still ongoing and will do whilst we still have funding for it,
the dynamics have enlarged with us now encompassing to provide not only meals
but starter set up packages for people actually finding permanent shelter as well.

Extra Parenting For Children and Inclusion Ventures rent part of the centre and 12
Brooklands Gardens respectively and we continue to have good dialogue with both.
It is to be noted though that Inclusion Ventures have acquired new premises in
Jaywick and we know that at some point they will be vacating 12 Brooklands
Gardens but that is to be revisited at a later date with the committee.

As stated above the centre was closed due to COVID which meant that we could not
facilitate the centre run groups of Bingo, Toddler Group, Lunch Club, Line Dancing,
Knit & Natter and the other groups of prominence Friendship & Bereavement Cafe,
Tai Chi / Heal In Motion, Yoga, Writers Group, Crafty Ladies, My Weight Matters, Toe



Nail Cutting Service, Self Defence Awareness, Church Group - Live In Hope, Council
Meetings, Jaywick Forum, Carpet Bowls and Computer Club. We were able to open
Bingo briefly when restrictions were lifted but that only lasted a matter of weeks to
the obvious disappointment of all concerned. Throughout the shutdown the centre
made sure it was in regular contact of all the attendees of all the groups making sure
that they were ok, if they needed any support and reassuring them that the centre
would reopen at some point in the future for their pleasure once again.

The end of year accounts show turnover was obviously down as can be seen with
bookings and rents received but due to increased funding within grants, donations
and fund-raising both restricted and unrestricted cash reserves are up, which is
wholly due to money put into the lunch run project and shows the magnitude that
the whole project became.

Looking forward the future looks brighter thankfully with welcoming comments from
the Government that there is and end in sight to COVID with the race to vaccinate
people taking on exponential proportions. This said we are still being cautious
because as of yet no dates have been set in stone, the centre will though carry on
with the lunch run and look forward to opening the centre fully to all of our usual
groups and some new ones hopefully that we have had request for information
from.

To conclude we believe that in our toughest ever year since inception although the
centre was closed to our usual groups we were able to improvise and overcome the
difficulties by diversifying our activities especially with the lunch run. The feedback
and recognition that we have received for the lunch run has been quite amazing and
this has been passed on to the volunteers who were overwhelmed.
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