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THE FRIENDS OF HOLY TRINITY RAYLEIGH 

TRUSTEES' REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023
The trustees present their report and the financial statements for the year ended 31 
December 2023. The trustees who served during the year and up to the date of this 
report are set out in the legal and administrative information page.  
Structure, governance and management 
The charity is governed by a constitution adopted 24 October 1996 as amended 10 
May 1998. The board of trustees is authorised by the constitution to appoint new 
trustees to fill vacancies arising through the resignation or death of an existing 
trustee.  
Objectives and activities 
The charity's objectives are the restoration, preservation, repair, maintenance, 
improvement, beautification and reconstruction of the church of Holy Trinity Rayleigh 
and its ancillary church buildings. The charity also seeks to restore, preserve, repair, 
maintain, improve, beautify and reconstruct the above church as a building of 
historical importance or architectural value in the event of the church being made 
redundant or otherwise ceasing to be used regularly for public worship.  
During the year the charity carried out fundraising activities to increase funds thus 
enabling a grant to be made to the church.  
The trustees are mindful of the Charity Commission's general guidance on public 
benefit, and also of its supplementary public guidance on the advancement of religion 
for the public benefit, when considering the objectives of the Friends of Holy Trinity 
as described above. Throughout the year the Friends of Holy Trinity have undertaken 
activities in the furtherance of its stated objectives and believes that these activities 
have provided public benefit to members of the congregations, members of the 
Friends and the wider community of Rayleigh.  
Financial review 
The income for the year was £123,886 (2022: £38,866) and the expenditure on the 
generation of voluntary income for the year was £130 (2022: £381) and after having 
paid the PCC of Rayleigh £23,000 (2022: £95,000) the balance carried forward to 2024 
is £124,692 (to 2023 was £23,935). The total raised through The Friends and passed 
to the PCC since The Friends started in 1996 to the end of December 2023 is £734,000
(up from £711,000 at the end of 2022). 
Statement of trustees' responsibilities  
The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' Annual Report and the 
financial statements in accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom 
Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).  
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THE FRIENDS OF HOLY TRINITY RAYLEIGH 

TRUSTEES' REPORT (CONTINUED) FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023

The law applicable to charities in England & Wales requires the trustees to prepare 
financial statements for each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state 
of affairs of the charity and of the incoming resources and application of resources of 
the charity for that period. In preparing these financial statements, the trustees are 
required to: 
a) select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;
b) observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;
c) make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
d) state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any 
material departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements.
e) prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is 
inappropriate to presume that the charity will continue in operation 
The trustees are responsible for keeping sufficient accounting records that disclose 
with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and enable 
them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the 
Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 and the provisions of the trust deed. 
They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for 
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other 
irregularities. 
On behalf of the trustees 

Ian Gale
Trustee

There now follows:
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(pages 12-17 in this booklet) 
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