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Abbotsvale Community Centre is once again busy with community users 
and groups that have all returned after the Covid lockdown since March 
2020.  It has been a very hard 18 months for everyone but we are now 
seeing a little more of normal life on the horizon.  We continue to follow 
all government guidelines to ensure the safe use of the building for all 
users, which includes mask wearing and hand gel, social distancing and 
regular Lateral flow tests for staff both in the Community Centre and our 
tenants Cheeky Monkeys Nursery. 

We have been lucky enough to be able to apply for government grants 
and the furlough scheme over the last 18 months that have enabled the 
Community centre to stay open ready for when this Virus is a dim and 
distant nightmare and to continue paying our manager Karen whilst the 
centre was closed to all users. Without this financial assistance from local 
government grants and the furlough scheme the Community Centre 
would be no more, which would be an immense loss to all local residents 
and groups that regularly rely on us. 

All groups that have returned have also found it very hard, some not 
being able to access funding available due to not fitting into the right 
criteria, this has been a real struggle for them so we are even more 
thrilled that they now have returned and numbers are increasing.

It is lovely to finally see the over 55’s return last month after 15 months 
of not being able to run due to the numbers in the hall and covid 
restrictions.  I think the isolation has been doubly hard on the older 
generation so its amazing to see so many familiar faces returning to our 
centre. 

The numbers attending the Cheeky Monkeys Nursery have now also 
returned to normal after initially having to close its door in 2020. Parents 
now feel reassured that Kerry the Nursery Owner, Sam the manager and 
their staff are doing all they can to make sure the children are as safe as 
can be, including doing Lateral flow tests twice a week for all staff. 

After receiving funding from the National Lottery, awards for all scheme, 
new CCTV cameras and ceiling fire detectors will be replaced in the 
Centre and the Nursery rooms, with the emergency lighting being done 
back in 2019.  The health and safety of our users remains high on our 
priority list. 

All the groups that have now returned have commented how lovely and 
fresh the centre looks after Karen came into the centre while it was closed
to all users and decorated the hall and toilets.  



As we near the end of yet another year blighted by Covid all we can do is 
hope things improve over the coming months and years as the vaccine 
program increases.  Luckily all the Association members have kept 
themselves safe,  the Abbotsvale Community Centre stays strong ready to
give  service  to the local community for many years to come.






