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29th ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT 
 
 

28th July 2024 – 26th July 2025 
 

 Vision of the Panjabi Centre 

• To build a cohesive identity for the Panjabi community and its 
integration within the UK culture 

      
Mission of the Panjabi Centre 

• To raise awareness of the Panjabi language and culture 

• To disseminate information within the Panjabi community and between 
other cultures 

• To build capacity within and for the Panjabi community to enable better 
performance within the UK cultures 

     
    Outcomes 
 

• To become skilled, qualified and confident 

• To take part in the democratic process 

• To be involved in human rights issues 
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ANNUAL GENERAL REPORT FROM 28TH July 2024 to 26th July 2025 
 

Desi Radio 
 
During this year we have made good progress in further training our presenters and  
the number of people we have interviewed has increased.  
 
Every Wednesday, we interview two or three guests on the show. Every Friday, we 
feature one or two guests, while Saturdays are reserved for a specialist guest, such 
as a doctor or a lawyer. On Sundays, we host a two-hour live discussion program 
where people can share their views on a specific topic. 
 
List of some of the guests who have appeared during this year on Desi Radio: 
 
Doctors:  
Dr Kewal Singh, Dr Harmandeep Singh, Dr Navjeet Singh, Dr Onkar Sahota, Dr 
Duggal, Dr Puneet, Dr Ghulam Murtaza, Dr Satwinder Hira (Dentist), Dr Gurjot Kaur 
(Dentist), Dr Sukhjeet Kaur (Dentist). 
 
Lawyers:  
Veera Thakur, Gurpal Hundal, Santokh Singh Chhokar and Darshan Singh Azad. 
 
Kamaljit Sharma (Estate Agent), Lakhbir Singh (Town Planning and Building 
Regulation). 
 
Councillors:  
Cllr Kamaljit Dhindsa, Cllr Jasbir Anand, Cllr Peter Mason (Leader of the Ealing 
Council), Cllr Mohinder Midha and Deidre Costigan MP. 
 
We interview local Panjabi artists, song writers, poets, from the diaspora East and 
West Panjab, Europe, Canada, and America.  
 

 
Ealing-Southall Deirdre Costigan MP and Cllr Kamaljit Dhindsa being interviewed by Anita  
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Festival of Teeyan  
 

l 
 
 
The final Teeyan was celebrated on the 10th of August 2024, and our guest of 
honour was Mayoress Cllr Yvonne Johnson, who gave the award on behalf of The 
Panjabi Centre to Parminder Pal Kaur, a writer from the Panjab who also works in 
theatre and films. 
About four hundred women and children attended the event.  
Our local Cllrs Jasbir Anand, Mohinder Midha and Amarjit Jammu participated in the 
event. 
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Festival of Diwali  
 
On 8th November 2024, we celebrated Diwali at the Monsoon Banqueting Hall, 
Southall. Over 370 people attended the party. 
 
 

 
                               Celebrating Diwali, the festival of lights 
 
 
Festival of Lorhi  
 
The Lorhi festival took place on 25th January 2025, at Norwood Hall in Southall. Lorhi 
is a winter festival that celebrates new marriages and the arrival of newborns. 
Approximately 90 women and children participated in the event, singing songs and 
dancing around the customary Dhooni (Bonfire). Mrs. Amarjit K Dhindsa, Mrs. 
Bhinder K Bhangu, Mrs. Paramjit K Thind, and Mrs. Kuldeep K Kitti rejoiced in the 
birth of their grandsons and granddaughters.  
 

 
Lorhi celebration at Norwood Hall on 25th January 2025 
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Women’s International Day  
 
 
On 8th March 2024, International Women's Day was celebrated with over 13 women 
from the Panjabi Centre/Desi Radio at a local restaurant. At the gathering a meal 
was shared and a discussion took place to promote women’s rights and their 
empowerment in the Panjabi community.  
This successful event also highlighted the achievements and potential of the women 
at Desi Radio.  
  
 

 
Internation women’s day celebration  

 
 
 
Vaisakhi Party 
 
On 16th May, we celebrated the harvest festival of Vaisakhi and  
the declaration of the Khalsa Panth in 1699. More than 370 people took part in this 
event at the Monsoon Banqueting Hall in Southall.  
 

 
Celebrating the festival of Vaisakhi, the Harvest Festival 
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Shabeel 
 
The Shabeel event was held on the 30th of May 2025 outside the Panjabi Centre 
premises.  
This occasion is a thanksgiving ceremony to mark the Martyrdom of our King, Guru 
Arjan Sahib, who in 1606 was executed by the foreign imperial rulers of the Panjab.  
More than twelve volunteers prepared and served cold drinks, water, ice cream, milk 
shakes and snacks for the passersby children. The event started around 11am and 
we continued to serve cold drinks until 4pm.  
The local business and community financially supported this event. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Trained new presenters.  
 
We trained three new presenters this year.  
 
 
Desi Radio on DAB platform in West London  
 
Our Trustee Ajit Khera is the Director of City West Digital Ltd along with Lawerence 
Galkoff, Paul Boon and Usha Parmar.  
This social enterprise company won the DAB Multiplex license that was advertised 
by Ofcom. Desi Radio will be on air in West London on DAB platform hopefully in the 
month of August 2025. The infrastructure for building the technical setup is now in 
progress.  
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Ms. Amarjit K Khera, Chair 
The Panjabi Centre 
30 Sussex Road 
Southall, UB2 5EG 
 
Tel: 0208 574 9591 
 
Email: info@desiradio.org.uk 
 
Website: www.desiradio.org.uk 
 
 
Trustees/Directors of The Panjabi Centre: 
 
Ms. Amarjit K Khera (Chair) 
 
Mrs. Jain Sidhu (Secretary) 
 
Mr Benjamin Schofield (Treasurer) 
 
Mr Manjinder Chahal 
 
Mr Ajit Singh Khera  
 
Mr Kulvant Singh  
 
Mr Jasvir Singh 
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