
THE FRIENDS OF ALL SAINTS CHURCH, SHILLINGTON. 

TREASURER’S REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST DECEMBER 2023 

AGM – 25TH APRIL 2024 

 

As set out in the FOAS Constitution the objective of the Association is to assist with the restoration, 

improvement and maintenance of the Fabric of All Saints Church, Shillington.  

The function of the committee is to raise funds to achieve this by: 

 

• Inviting members to contribute annual subscriptions. 

• Applying for and securing grants towards the cost of works. 

• Organising fundraising events. 

 

Annual subscriptions received for the year amounted to £4,136. This sum is slightly less than last year 

and does not include Gift Aid. The period end for claiming Gift Aid has been changed for this 

accounting period, thus funds received will appear in the accounts for 2024. The recovery of funds 

through Gift Aid is substantial and we are very grateful for members or donators who are able to 

submit the necessary tax declarations. 

 

In addition to subscriptions, we were very grateful to receive a £5,000 legacy donation from John 

Whitehall’s estate as mentioned in the Chairman’s report for last year’s AGM. Again, many thanks to 

Liz Allan for this support.  We were also fortunate to receive a donation of £4,300 from Zoe Glenister 

in memory of her husband Paul. Paul was a larger than life, fun character. Paul was a builder and keen 

to keep the ‘building on the hill’ standing. Heartfelt thanks to Zoe for supporting Friends of All Saints 

Church in memory of Paul.  

 

Obtaining Grants continues to be a challenge however we secured £7,500 in the year distributed 

against projects as set out in the accounts. Grants were received from Shillington Parish Council, B L 

Robinson Trust and Jill Franklin Trust. We have also been awarded grants from Francis Coales 

Charitable Foundation and Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust both in the amount of £5,000 

towards the North Door Stonework. These sums will be paid upon completion of the work. 

 

Fundraising events are now back in full swing and raised a total of £9,623.  

 

Sunday Teas, which is proving to be a village favourite for weekly meetings, conversation, tea and 

cake, raised a massive £2,871. Thank you to all the volunteers for their time and excellent baking.  

 

The 24-hour music event held in the church raised £2,728. This was a great success not only raising 

much needed funds but it also demonstrated a tremendous community spirit that hopefully can be 

built on for other village events. The event involved huge numbers of people over the 24 hours, 

musicians, support teams and volunteer helpers all giving their time for which we are hugely grateful. 

 

The Village Hall was the venue for an old favourite ‘Race Night’ in February and a 70’s Disco in 

November. These events were both a success and made a combined total of £2,652. 

 

A raffle was held at Shillingfest raising £143 and July saw the return of Flying Teddies which despite 

the strong winds raised £152. 

 

We have continued to support Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trusts Bike n’ Hike. With the 

assistance this year of Andrew Elliman on his penny farthing the event raised over £600 shared with 

the Trust. 

 

Moving on to expenditure, we completed works to the value of £13,678 as shown in the accounts. 

This brings the total project expenditure for the last 2 years to £46,000.  This figure is less than 

initially projected. The focus has been to carry out the masonry works to the North Door however this 

has been hampered by not securing the balance of grant funding. We are now in a position to move 

forward with these works as noted in the Spring 2024 Newsletter and The Chairman’s Report. 

 



As mentioned in the Chairman’s Report The Friends Website was completed in 2023. The accounts 

show a net expenditure of £1,910, this being the remaining payments and PCC contribution reflected 

in the accounts for 2022. 

 

On matters of ‘House Keeping’ we now operate our Bank Accounts via Online banking. This is 

making payment tracking a lot easier and facilitates bank transfers which is fast becoming the only 

method companies and organisations will accept payment.  

 

The restoration, improvement and maintenance of the Fabric of All Saints Church is and will continue 

to be crucial for its survival. We continue to source funds from Trusts and charities however there is 

strong competition to ‘win’ these grants.  We welcome ideas and information regarding other possible 

avenues for securing funding to allow important and sometimes critical works to be undertaken.  

 

Not wishing to reiterate now ‘worn out phrases’ for the rising cost of living only to say that Friends of 

All Saints Shillington are not immune to this and are impacted too by increased costs. More 

importantly with this environment of rising prices I would like to mirror the thanks and appreciation 

as the Chairman’s Report. This continued support be it financial, time and or skills is invaluable to us 

and our work. Thank you.  

 

In conclusion, this has been my first year in the Treasurer role. I would like to thank the committee for 

welcoming me to the ‘team.’ I would also like to thank Peter Carroll for his time at the end of 2022 

explaining and handing over the various functions of the role. This has provided me with a clear and 

positive start to 2023.  

 

 

Jim Robertson.   

Treasurer. 

 

E Mail: jjsk@supanet.com  
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