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Obviously, this has been an extremely challenging year! 

 

We re-opened in September, for all children, but with lower numbers than usual. 

This was a very difficult decision in part as we do NOT socially distance from 

the children and therefore staff and both their own families and the families of 

the children attending were put at risk. Without vaccines or any asymptomatic 

testing until February 2021 when Early Years settings became eligible. We were 

also unable to show any families around the setting or settle children under the 

guidance until September 2020 so we made a virtual tour and we tried as best 

as possible to engage with new families, through increased social media as well 

as sending home lots of insights into the day and sharing, frequently, the 

children's memory books.  

 

In November, we had a national lockdown with restrictions being lifted for 

Christmas. During this lockdown we stayed open for all children but split into 

two groups, so children attended either Mon-Wed or Thursday and Friday. On 

January 6th the UK 2021 went into its third Lockdown and yet Early Years 

settings were instructed by the government to stay open to all children if they 

were able.  At different times over the academic year, we have had parents 

keep their children at home, through their choice. We have had to ask families 

to change sessions, and children to change groups. There have been so many new 

challenges to contend with, but we have done it, and now look forward to the 

future with new opportunities, with our aim to be the best Early Years setting 

we can be! This has been a year of reflection and transition and we are all 

feeling positive about moving forward. 

 

Staff 

 

We welcomed a new apprentice to the team, Lilli-Mai Jupp in April.  Lilli-Mai will 

be studying her Childcare Level 2 certificate whilst working alongside the team 

at Fittleworth.  

 

We sadly had to say goodbye to Jo Spiers in July and Michelle Still in July.  We 

thank them both for all their hard work and support.  We wish them well in 

their future. 

 

The Fittleworth team have continued to be an amazing support.  In these 

uncertain times it has been important to support all staff’s wellbeing and ensure 

everyone feels as safe as we can make them. 



 














