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The Covid pandemic and national lockdown this year resulted in our 
income being severely reduced. From April to April we were closed on and 
off for about 24 weeks. In the periods when we were allowed to open our 
doors to the public, our numbers were severely restricted because of 
social distancing. The Government furlough scheme helped to reduce our 
wages bill, and other running costs were reduced where we could to a 
minimum. Government grants helped to keep our bank balance healthy. 
Many Festival bookings were cancelled and music, theatre and private 
parties all stopped for most of the year. Exhibitions were re-scheduled for 
a possible future date. In some cases exhibitions had to be postponed 
again when lockdown 2 came into force (Christmas 2020) 
When opening was allowed it was with restrictions on numbers attending, 
strict sanitation hygiene rules and the compulsory wearing of masks. The 
Gallery opened for exhibitions with a maximum of 6 visitors at a time, the 
Hall operated a one-way system for classes entrance/exit, class leaders 
cleaned surfaces before and after each event. A socially-distanced outdoor
event was held in Bank Gardens on the August Bank Holiday weekend to 
gently encourage people to return to activities.
The year ended with the pandemic still seriously affecting business and 
the 4 tier system kept restrictions in place to the extent that only classes, 
exhibitions and small meetings took place.
The Trustees wish to thank Venue Manager Penny for her stirling work 
during this difficult time. She proactively used some of the quiet periods to
smarten up the building with fresh paint and deep cleans.






























































